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Dear Dr.  Nlelson:

The 0ffice of Surface MLning (OSM) has reviewed the declsion document and
Cumulative Hydrologic Inpact Assessment for Tower Resourcest Centennial

mine emergency lease. Enclosed are OSMIs comments as dlscussed wlth your

staff and annotated coples of the documents reviewed by OSM.

If there are any questions, p1-ease feel free to contact either Mark

Ilunphrey or Rick Holbrook at (303) 844-3806.
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Enclosure

SLncerel-y,



.Findtngs Document

1. See annotated copy of the DOGM decision for ninor correct ions for

f i n d i n g s  N o . r s  1 ,  1 . A . ,  3 . C .  a n d  1 4 '

2. Findlngs No.rs 6 and B should address violat ions and del inquent

reclamatlon fees for other mines owned by this company (or parent

company) outside the State of Utah'

St ipul-at ions

3. I f  the appl icant has not obtained NPDES permits,  the acquisi t ion of

these permirs should be required in st ipulat ion 817.50-( l )-DC'

4. The f i rst  phase of the f i rst  sentence in st ipuJ.at ion 8L7.LzL-( l )-DD

is unnecessary and should be deleted. A1so, part  A should specify

t h e l a n d o w n e r i n d i c a t e d o n t h e s u r f a c e o w n e r p l . o t .

Technical Analysis

Introduct ion

5. The first paragraph should identify the surface ol^Tnership and

mention whlther the coal ls al l  Federal  coal or what port ions are

Federal ,  or Fee. (See annotated copy of the decision document for

minor correct ions. )

Cumulative I{ydrologic Impaet Assessment (CIIIA)

6. The appl icant is incorrect ly referred to as "Tower Mine" instead of

the name indicated in the applicatlon, "Centennial l"Iine" '

7.  page 7, under Topography and Precipi tat ion includes vegetat i .on

information which appears to be out-of-place or a heading missing'

B. The CIIIA shouLd identlfy the existing and proposed coal mines which

are closest to the Centennlal mines and dlscuss why the Centennial

mines are hydrologically independent, in the context of cumulative

hydrologi"  i rpu"t" ,  of  these other mines. (See annotated copy of

the CII IA for minor correct ions')


