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May 10, 1988

Dr. Dianne R. Nielson, Director
Utah Division of 0i1, Gas & Mining
355 West North Temple

3 Triad Center, Suite 350

Salt Lake City, UT 84180-1203

Attn: Susan Linner

Dear Dianne:
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Dee C. Hansen, Executive Director
William H. Geer, Division Director
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The Division, on April 20, 1988, evaluated Andalex Resources Incorporated's
permit application revision for the Mining and Reclamation Plan at the
Aberdeen Mine. Coordination since that date with BLM has caused us to realize
that we overlooked the presence of a golden eagle nesting territory in close

proximity to the mine's planned development.

Also, a culvert identified in

MRP Section 4.9 is already in existence and would not, therefore, represent an

jmpact. Please disregard our April 20 comments.

Section 4.9 (sediment control) - The 6.4 acres to be disturbed lies within
high priority valued winter range. Mitigation for this loss must be addressed.

Two golden eagle aerie territories (Nests No. 181.7, 181.12 and 181.13
represent one territory and Nests No 181.17a and 181.11b represent the other)
lie immediately adjacent to the company's proposed Aberdeen Mine development.
The one-half mile radius buffer zone for Nest No. 181.11b overlaps the BLM

right-of-way (SE NE NW Sec 18, T13S, R11E).

However, the production nest this

year in this territory is No. 181.11a. Its buffer zone does not overlap the
proposed new surface developments. Construction of the facility development

can occur between February 1, and July 15.

None of the nests are within sight

of the Aberdeen Mine development. If a raptor has developed another aerie in
view of the existing mine developments since the 1981 and 1982 inventories, it
would be demonstration of acceptance by the bird of the mine project. There-
fore a helicopter inventory would only provide inventory data, but would not

be essential at protecting the raptor resource.

Thank you for an opportunity to review the MRP and provide comment.
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Sinceyel

Tiam H. Geer
Director

an equal opportunity employer
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