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i  have encloseci  for  your  f i les two modi f icat ions to our  min ing
- r  - -  n - ^  . i  ̂  c ^ T  J - l , o  a n c r ' l  n c ^ + r  A  C ^ - -  , , - . t ^ - . ^ t  ^ _ ^ J  _ _ lp t a r r .  u r r e  a b  r u L  L l r c  u d b  L l - 8 d L e  l t  J e a l - r  a s  l / e E  u n o g v g - o D e o  a n o

the other  for  our  Apex ) l ine in  the Lor , rer  Sunnysjde Seaa.  I
have  enc l -osed  maps  dep i c t i ng  bo th  o f  t hese  changes  "  L :  t he
Aberdeen seam we have moved our  f i rs t  nor th sect ion fur ther  to
the east  so that  i t  is  noE di rect ly  under the Pinnael-e } ! ine
barr ier  p i l lar  but  i t  is  now columnized beneath the p innacle

main noi th sect ion.  We wi l l  proceed.  in  th is  manner uat i l  we
reach  the  ma in  eas t  sec t i on .

rn the Apex Mine we have e lected to mine our  panels on the south
of  the main east  seet ion wi thout  pul l ing p i l lars"  We wi l1,  how-
e v e r ,  r e d u c e  t h e  p i l l a r  s i z e  t o  a  4 0 ' b y  4 0 ' b l o c k .  T h e r e  a r e
seve ra i  r easons  fo r  t h i s  change  bu t  t hey  a l l  s te ra  f r ou  the  fac t
that  the Lower Sunnyside Seam is  over la in by a massive unspl i t
sands tone"  I n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  t he  sands tone  i s  50  eo  60  fee t  i n
th ickness and i t  is  very hard.  The feature which co: tcerns
Andalex would be the rock 's  e last i .c  character is t ics in  a p i l - lar
s e c t i o n .

As you know, the Lower Sunnyside seam in th is  area is  on the
average 52 l -nches in  th ickness.  This nakes f ,or  d i f f icu l t  and
expensive min ing condi t ions in  i tse l f .  Andalex chooses to mine
th i s  coa l  because  o f  i t s  qua l i t y  cha rac te r i s t i cs "

The s ingle most  i .mportant  feature in  a p i l lar  sect ion is  the
rgact ion of  the roof  mater j -a l  to  the removal  of  the p i l lars"
Anda lex  f ee l s  t ha t  because  o f  t he  na tu re  o f  t he  Sunnys ide  roo fu
a  eon t ro l -1ed  cave  ve ry  poss ib l y  wou ld  no t  happen  once  p i l l a r
ex t rac t i on  comrnenced .  I f  t h i s  we re  t o  occu r ,  t he  resu l t i ng
ove r r i d i ng  p ressu res  wouLd  p rec lude  fu r the r  m in ing  o f  t h i s
seam.  I t  i s  ve ry  poss ib le  t ha t  t he  roo f  rock  cou l_d  sag ;  i n
f a c t ,  w e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  i t  t o  s a g  r a t h e r  t h a n  b r e a k .  A n v  s 3 g
i n  r o o f  m a t e r i e l  a d j a c e n t  t o  e x t r a c t e d  p i l l a r s  w o u l d  p r e c l u d e
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any min ing in  the v ic in i ty  due to lack of  c learance in a seam
t . r l ' i ^ L  ^ 1 - ^ ^ A . .  : -w r r r c r r  a r r e a o y  r s  r e s t r i c t e d  d u e  t o  i t s  h e i g h t .  A n y  s a g  w h a t -
soeve r  wou ld  resu l t  i n  equ ipmen t  shea r i ng  o f f  r oo f  bo l t s  and
- a n , , f  F : - -  . i  . .  ^ L - ' i ^ , , ^ i , ,  , , * ^ - s ^  ^ -r e s u r E l n g  r - n  o D r ! v u o r J  u r r D d r e  a i d  u n t o l e r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .

Andalex has derermined that  an e leven paral le l  entry  system
v i1 l  be  i nco rpo ra ted .  The  reason  beh ind  th i s  i s  s imp ly  because
i t  is  the maximum recoverable area f rom a one conveyor bel t
pane l .  F i ve  p i l l a r s ,  40  x  40  p ius  t he  20  foo t  rq ide  en t r i es
assoc ia red  on  each  s ide  o f  t he  conveyo r  be l t  i n  t he  cen te r  o r
ma ln  en r : y ,  i s  max imum f  r om a  p roducE i - . ' i t y  s tandpo in t .  These
entr ies wi l l  be fo l lowed to the south unt i l  burn is  encountered"
Burn wi l l  be approached in each of  the e leven entr ies unt i l
pract icable;  at  which t ime the mai .n east  entry  wi l l -  be dr i_ven
ei ther  ease or  west  far  enough to develop another  panel  south.
Thi"s  system wi l -1 resul t  in  an overal l  recovery of  roughly 6az.

This is  aot  to  say that  Andalex may not  at tempt a p i1 lar  sect ion
. i  -  ^ ^r - r r  anoEner  pa rE  - -  I  rw . .  examp le  t o  t he  no r thwes t  whe re
^ ^ - 1  L ^ - ' ^ L &  i -  ^coar nelgnc ls  greater"  Andalex wi l l  keep the Bureau of  Land
Management in formed of  i ts  success in  th is  end.eavor ,  and any
changes rohich uay be made as a resul t  o f  th is  f i rs t  panel
a l t emp t  "

. {ndal -ex r* ' i11 per form in compl iance wi th i ts  obl igat ions on these
federal  leases regardi .ng maxi-mum economic recovery and we appre-
c ia te  t he  BLMNs  i ne lud ing  these  nod i f i ca t i ons  i n to  Anda lex t s
ove ra l l  ope ra t i ng  p1an"

Thank you.

.suhmitted,
' r ' : r t /
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