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Dear b, &lsszang

Your proposal for’ mi*cr mrei Fications af t&ﬁ aEproves aine plan, rocﬁfweﬂ t
this office Karch 15, 1982, ses deen reviewes,

The propeiel o fvl&&n ixe the fberdeen ﬁia& First karth &e?iua @wiaw the
Fisnacle Bine Maln Korth section 12 common mining aractiaﬁ and necessary 1o
protect the foeergees Bine First ¥orth Fwiﬁ%. ' o

"LThe Apex Mimg sauth sections are proposes g be ﬁriv@r on Ch-foct centers,

Teaving 40x80 piitars wiiieh wil) not be puilcn, Tne sining eaginecr frow this
affice has veritied the mining. ﬂaﬂﬁixianﬂ described in your letter snd sorses
Tial 1L may et be prodent to pyll the pfllace fn this area hecaute of Yow
cosl hefght and the Massive sanistone raof,  (iven thess conditions, 1t 15
possinig that on %@ﬁﬂn&tﬂ cave cotld not Be tromced and thereafior fut extroms

~ abutwent pressures o the 1am¢iﬁfng piilars, tﬂr&a&e&fng the recovery of the

ceat. 3t is ger spieton that the propesed peds 'if&niwﬁ satisfivs the
rﬁquiremﬂnt* of maximue economic recovery,

Thereiors, t&e medi fications p?@gﬁi&ﬁ for the kgex anst Aberdesn ﬂinas are

. approved es prepesed,

IV you heve any guestions regarcing this matter, plossc contact Jef? Clawson
&t (BUY) 637.5584, S .
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March 7, 1988

Attention: Jeff Clawson Letnns lLAzlkg 5%/2}/??
a’(((t"\jf Arec "‘“”“"«r (Dm e

Dear Jeff:

I have enclosed for your files two modifications to our mining
plan. One is for the Castlegate A Seam, as yet undeveloped and
the other for our Apex Mine in the Lower Sunnyside Seam. I
have enclosed maps depicting both of these changes. 1In the
Aberdeen seam we have moved our first north section further to
the east so that it is not directly under the Pinnacle Mine
barrier pillar but it is now columnized beneath the Pinnacle
main north section. We will proceed in this manner until we
reach the main east section.

In the Apex Mine we have elected to mine our panels on the south
of the main east section without pulling pillars. We will, how-
ever, reduce the pillar size to a 40' by 40' block. There are
several reasons for this change but they all stem from the fact
that the Lower Sunnyside Seam is overlain by a massive unsplit
sandstone. In this vicinity, the sandstone is 50 to 60 feet in
thickness and it is very hard. The feature which concerns
Andalex would be the rock's elastic characteristics in a pillar
section.

As you know, the Lower Sunnyside seam in this area is on the
average 52 inches in thickness. This makes for difficult and
expensive mining conditions in itself. Andalex chooses to mine
this coal because of its quality characteristics.

The single most important feature in a pillar section is the
reaction of the roof material to the removal of the pillars.
Andalex feels that because of the nature of the Sunnyside roof,
a contreclled cave very possibly would not happen once pillar
extraction commenced. If this were to occur, the resulting
overriding pressures would preclude further mining of this
seam. It is very possible that the roof rock could sag; in
fact, we would expect it to sag rather than break. Any sag

in roof material adjacent to extracted pillars would preclude
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- any mining in the vicinity due to lack of clearance in a seam
which already is restricted due to its height. Any sag what-
soever would result in equipment shearing off roof bolts and
resulting in obviously unsafe and untolerable conditions.

Andalex has determined that an eleven parallel entry system
will be incorporated. The reason behind this is simply because
it is the maximum recoverable area from a one conveyor belt
panel. Five pillars, 40 x 40 plus the 20 foot wide entries
associated on each side of the conveyor belt in the center or
main entry, is maximum from a productivity standpoint. These
entries will be followed to the south until burn is encountered.
Burn will be approached in each of the eleven entries until
practicable; at which time the main east entry will be driven
either east or west far enough to develop another panel south.
This system will result in an overall recovery of roughly 607%.

This is not to say that Andalex may not attempt a pillar section
in another part of the mine, for example to the northwest where
coal height is greater. Andalex will keep the Bureau of Land
Management informed of its success in this endeavor, and any
changes which may be made as a result of this first panel
attempt.

Andalex will perform in compliance with its obligations on these
federal leases regarding maximum economic recovery and we appre-
ciate the BLM's including these modifications into Andalex's
overall operating plan.

Thank you.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael W. Glasson
Senior Geologist
Western QOperations

MWG/amr

Enclosure
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