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United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Moab Distr ict
P .  O .  Box  970

Moab, Utah 84532
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sL-a27304
(U-065c )

CERTIFIED MATL - RETI'RN
Cert i f icat ion No.  p 757

Mr. Laine Adair
Chief Engineer
Andalex Resources, Inc.
P .  O .  Box  9O2
Pr i ce ,  U tah  84501

_ilm(rq.GfiBSME

Re: Resource Recoverlr and protectj_on plan (R2p2) Modif ication,
Aberdeen Mine

Dear Mr.  Adai r :

on December 23, L992, the Bureau of Land Management (BtM)
received a request from Andalex to nodify the-approved R2p2 for
the Aberdeen Mine. Because of addit ional intorrnlt ion and a
meeting held at the price coal off ice on March 10, Lggz, Andalex
was granted verbal approval for the rnine plan change. The mine
plan change involves coal reserves in the Lower a Searn and Upper
A seam on Federar coal leases u-o1o581 and sl,-o22304. This
letter documents that authorization and requires Andalex to
update the R2P2.

Andalex originally planned to probe the eastern edge of the Lower
A Seam with the Main East section in an attempt to develop access
i"!g the upper A seam. rf this access to the upper A seam
failed, Andalex would develop the Alternative r'rlin East section
in another attempt to gain access to the upper A seam. After
gaining access to the upper A sean, panels located on Federar
coal lease sL-o273o4 and zionts fee were scheduled for mining
(Enclosure 2). Instead, advancement of both these sections was
discontinued and Andalex requested moving nini;f- io-ttre First
East section (Enclosure f_) .

High suLfur in the Lower A Seam is the justification provided
the nine pran change. Andarex claims that it is not possible
dilute the sulfur content of this coal to an acceptable level
combining it with the coal produced from the other three seams
this time. Unacceptable levels of sulfur were reported during
the development of the Main East section and during initial
development of the Alternative Main East section. To further
support the high sulfur content, Andalex provided maps, dri l l
information, and coal lab analysis.
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Andalex submitted information which indicates a higher sulfur
content for the Lower A Seam in the area of the farthest extent
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of the Main East and the initial development of the Alternative
Main East. But this informatioh does not allow for independent
verif ication of the sulfur content of the coal and Andalex has
not provided any specific information on the sulfur limitations
in their coal contracts. The only rnining constraint in these
sections that we could actually verify was thinning of the coal
seam in an eastward direction toward the faces. During a rnine
inspection conducted by BLM rnining engineer Barry erosery on
Apri l  L4, L992, , i t  was witnessed that the coar decreased- in
thickness from about 6 feet to 4 feet toward the faces of both
sections. Drill log information confirmed, that the thinning
trend continued toward the east.

The Br,trvt has accepted rnoving mining to the lst East section off
the Main North primarily because of a lower lirnit of minable coal
encountered. However, there are still two deficiencies in the
R2P2. Firsto Anda"1.ex must either provide justi f  i .cation for
elirninating the unmined recoverabre coar reserves in the
northwest corner of Federal coal lease sL-O273o4 just east of
zion's fee, or update the planned sequence of mining to include
this block. Second, Andalex must select another alternative for
accessing the upper A seam and update the planned sequence of
nining to incrude this coal seam. Four proposed alternatives
Itere subrnitted by Andalex for accessing the Upper A Seam, but we
require the proposed method of mining be tied into the overall
planned sequence of nining" In the interest of maximum economic
recovery, lre encourage advanced planning and evaluation of
alternative mining methods and appreciate your submission of
these alternatives.

We wil l  a1low Andalex 3O days to recti fy the deficiencies
identif ied in the R2P2. rf addit ional t ime is necessary or you
have any questions, please contact Gary Johnson, Chief, price
Coa I  O f f i ce  a t  (801 )  637 -4584 .

Sincerely yours,

fi, nt District
Resources

Manager
Mineral

Enclosures (2)
l-Approved Mine Map
2-Original Mine Map
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Mountain States Ana ical

CLIENT:

Phone:
ATTN:
Pro jec t :

O i l ,  Gas ,  &  l { in ing
3 Triad Center
Sa l t  Lake C i ty ,  UT 84180-1203
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