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Re: Addit ion of Aberdeen Seam Reserve to Lease UTU-69600, Andalex Resources, lnc.,
Centennial Mine, ACT/007/01 9

Dear Ms. Grubaugh-Litt ig:

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received from your office a copy of the subject mining
plan revision for our review. In addition, Andalex has submitted to our Price River Resource
Area office, a copy of a resource recovery and protection plan (R2P2) for the subject revision.
Our comments fol low:

Andalex has submitted mining plans for the Aberdeen ("A") Seam in the portion of Federal
coal lease SL-O48442-0501 15 (Blackhawk Coal Company, lessee) that was previously
acquired by Andalex for the C'entennial Seam only. This area was given a new lease number
of UTU-6960O. Andalex is now obtaining the rights to the "A" Seam for this same area.

The mining plan submitted by Andalex for this lease addition calls for extending the planned
east-west longwall panels further west into the new area to the limits of the minable thickness
of coal. The plan uses standard industry panel layouts and follows the projected minable
thickness limits of the coal. The southeast section of the lease will be mined by room-and-
pillar methods, as the cor':figuration of the nninable coa! is not conducive to longivall panels.

The R2P2 for the "A" Seam in lease UTU-69600 is an extension of underground mine
workings, and no additional surface facilities will be built. Subsidence above the mined-out
longwall panels will occur, but to what extent is not predictable. 'Normally, ground lowering
wil l  occur soon after mining is completed. The maximum subsidence wil l  be located in the
center of the trough formed by mined-out longwall panels. The amount of subsidence wil l  be
a percentage of the actual height of the coal mined, roughly 50 - 70 percent. However, little
subsidence has occurred from mining in the Book Clif fs in the past. Also, where Andalex has
mined full extraction room-and-pillar panels, there has been no surface disturbance. We
anticipate no surface impacts to occur due to subsidence other than ground lowering and
some possible surface cracks.
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We have determined that the R2P2 for this lease area is complete and technically adequate.
The plan is in compliance with the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended, the regulations
at 43 CFR 3480, Federal lease terms and condit ions, and wil l  achieve maximum economic
recovery of the Federal coal. The area to be mined will not result in any surface impacts.
Therefore, we recommend approval of the R2P2 and inclusion of the "A" Seam on Federal
coallease U-69600 to the Centennial Project Mining and Reclamation Plan, condit ioned on the
finalization of the lease transfer from Blackhawk coal to Andarex.

ff you have any questions, please contact Stephen Falk in our Price Coal Office at (8O1 | 637-
4584.
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