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SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSAL

In 1993, Andalex added lease U-69600, Centennial Seam only, to its permit area.
They now propose to mine the Aberdeen Seam in this lease area. According to a letter
received March 7, 1994, Cyprus Western Coal Company controls lease SL-048442-050115
from which lease U-69600 was formed. This letter says that Andalex and Cyprus expect to
finalize documentation where Andalex or an affiliate will acquire the right to permit and
mine the Aberdeen Seam on the portions of lease SL-048442-050115 in Sections 1 and 12 of
Township 13 South, Range 10 East. Cyprus has no objections to Andalex proceeding with
permitting.

With the addition of the Aberdeen Seam, Andalex would mine a larger portion of
lease U-69600. Some areas would be mined by longwall methods. Because of the potential
for surface damage due to subsidence, Andalex should include some additional raptor nesting
information in the plan.

The map of the mining plan for the Aberdeen Seam, PIate 29, shows an apparent
breakout in the Left Fork of Deadman Canyon. This breakout and any planned surface
facilities need to be discussed in the plan.

ANALYSIS

R645-30t -330 Operation Plan

Raptor Nests

According to Plate 34 of the existing mining and reclamation plan, there are four
known raptor nests in Andalex's permit area. Two of these are in the Lrft Fork of Deadman
Canyon, one is in Straight Canyon, and one is in the lower part of Hoffman Canyon.
Currently-proposed mining operations should not affect the nest in Hoffman Canyon or the
lower nest in the Left Fork of Deadman Canyon. (See discussion below on the breakout,
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however.)

The current proposal includes mining under the upper portion of the Left Fork of
Deadman Canyon where one of these nests is found. Although the plan says the nest is
inactive, all nests are protected. This nest is in a rock pillar where the canyon splits.
Depending on the amount and form of subsidence, this pillar could fail and the nest could be
lost. For these reasons, prior to mining, the nest should be checked to see if it has become
active. If it is active, mitigation needs to be coordinated with the Division of Wildlife
Resources and the Fish and Wildlife Service. Even if it is not active, Andalex should
probably obtain a "take" permit from the Fish and Wildlife Service.

It is difficult to tell if subsidence could affect the nest in Straight Canyon. It is near
production areas for the Upper A and Gilson Seams. If there is potential that this nest could
be affected by subsidence, Andalex should take similar protection measures for it as for the
nest in the Left Fork of Deadman Canyon.

It is recommended that Andalex perform a new raptor survey in areas where
subsidence could affect potential raptor nesting habitat. The source and age of the
information on Plate 34 we not known. The most recent raptor survey discussed in the plan
is from 1980. New nests may have been built in the permit area since the 1980 survey.

Breakout/Fan

Plate 29 shows development of the Aberdeen Seam to the outcrop in the Left Fork of
Deadman Canyon. It also shows a small "R.O.W." (right-of-way?) where this development
meets the outcrop.

The Division's files contain information about a proposal to develop the Aberdeen
Seam from the Left Fork of Deadman Canyon. The proposal included a truck loadout, coal
stoclqpile, sediment pond, and other facilities. A letter from the Bureau of Land
Management details a meeting where different options for facilities in the Left Fork of
Deadman Canyon were discussed. The letter concludes that, because of the potential for
disrupting an active golden eagle nest, a minimum development option, in other words a
ventilation fan, should be pursued. The BLM letter discussed some fan installation methods,
and the meeting participants decided the best construction methods.

According to Mike Glasson of Andalex, the company intends to have a fan in this
area, but the timing of the installation is not known. He also said that Andalex has a righf
of-way, but the plan does not include right-of-entry information for the right-of-way. No
proposal to build a fan was found in the plan.

If Andalex intends to install a fan in the Left Fork of Deadman Canyon, it needs to be
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discussed in the plan. Some mine plan maps would need to show the fan. The plan would
need to include right-of-entry information for the right-of-way.

RECOMMEI\DATIONS

The plan needs to contain a protection and mitigation plan for the raptor nest in the
Left Fork of Deadman Canyon that could be affected by subsidence. Andalex might also
need to protect the nest in Straight Canyon; the maps are not clear enough to tell whether
this nest could be affected. A new raptor survey in areas that could be affected by
subsidence is recommended.

If Andalex plans to install a fan in the Left Fork of Deadman Canyon, these plans
need to be detailed.


