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United States Departrnent of the lnteri

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Moab District
Price River/San Rafael Resource Area

125 South 600 West
P.O. Box 7004

Price, Utah 94501

Certified Mail-Return Receipt Requested
Certificate No. 382 124 890

Mr. Larry Johnson
Andalex Resources, Inc.
Tower Division
P. O. Box 902
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Minor Modification to Resource Recovery and protection
to Panel B, Adverse Conditions, Aberdeen Mine

Dear Mr. Johnson:

i4..&Y fi 7 1997

3482
sL-027304

u-66060
(uT-066)

l'tAY - 5 1997

to modify the approved R2P2 for the Aberdeen Mine. The modification affecis tongwall panels2 and 3 (Third west and Fourth west) located on Federal leases u.66060 and u-0105g1.

Andalex proposes to na[ the.mining advance of longwall panel2 at the current location (crosscut51), move the longw.all directly north to the next ga.6t 1*iy, and mine that remaining panel. panei
2 would be left unmined and used as a banier piltar Uetrnilen panels I and 3. Da-ngerous stresiconcentrations in the tailgate area of panel2 were ttre main concems of Andalex to abandon thepanel.

The BLM is well awgle 9f lhe major events that took place after the start-up mining of longwallpanel 2' contacts with Andalex and Mine safety and l-iealth Administration t*lsnnl dfficiats ilerenoted that verified the two major coal burst events. The fatality was tratic 
"nO 

tfr" BLM sendsits sympathy to the survivors.

It is apparent that further advance of longwall panel 2 would result in continued stressconcentrations at the tailgate of this panel and continued coal burst potential. We agree thaiunacceptable stress concentrations due to the upper sandstone nof breat<ing after irining iJcontributing to the burst events. We see no practical way to Oestress in iJu"n." of mining thelongwall. Coal production needs to resume quickly, ai tne two bursts have disrupted coalproduction and reduced the coal supply for existing contracts. Td;"i"liitn"tiu" to resumeproduction in a timely fashion is to set the longwall-up directly north on the adjacent p"n"ii+tn
West heactgate, pdnel.3). The.BLM agrees thit tne remaining coal in p"na?""nnot be safelymined with the current longwall. other mining methods, rucli as rooniin! ine remaining p"n.i,were also discounted as access along 3rd West (now used as retum iir ott longwarig'ob) l;

6+r/aa>fr>n W;-
Plan (R2P2), Longwall Move

9|.|",f.TF.r_11 ].ry9,91?Y*1y of Land. Management (BLM) received a request from Andatex



precluded, stress concentrations would still be high, and insufficient timing to allow a continuous
miner to room the panel while longwall gateroad development falls behind. The BLM agrees that
the coal reserves in the remaining panel 2 are not recoverable.

The proposed modification from Andalex meets the requirements of the Mineral Leasing Act of
1920, as amended, the regulations at 43 CFR 3480, the lease terms and conditions, and will
achieve maximum economic recovery of the Federal coal. Andalex is approved to abandon
longwall panel 2 (Third West headgate) and move the longwall directly north to panel 3. This
written approval confirms verbal approval given earlier.

The BLM encou€ges remnant coal recovery at the end of the mine life. The approved mine plan
calls for mining remaining coal on final retreat if economically feasible and safe. In particular,
remaining coal adiacent to the 2nd West entries (intakes) where they parallel the east turn of
Main North should be considered for additional recovery (rooming or partial pillar recovery) with
due regard to abutment loading from the 4th West panel to the north if retreat remnant coal
recovery is attempted. We make this notice not as a requirement, but to put a reminder in the
mine plan record as final retreat mining is analyzed.

A copy of the approved mine map is enclosed. lf you have any questions, please contact
Stephen Falk or George Tetrault of my staff at 636-3600.

Sincerely,

fiAR'(E. BAfil&Y
l+sV Area Manager

Enclosure
Approved Mine Map

cc: UT-921, Utah State Office (w/encl.)
Ulah*D_irlsrqn oJ Ojl Gas-and Mining (Mencl.)

1594 West North Tennple, Suite '1210

salt Lake city, Utah 84114-5801
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