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Denver Field Branch 
Mine Site Evaluation Narrative 

 
Permittee:    Andalex Resources, Inc. 
Operator:   Andalex Resources, Inc. 
Site:     Centennial Mine  
Permit No:    C/007/0019 
Date of Inspection:   January 25, 2018 
Inspection Type:   Oversight partial 
Weather:  Overcast and cold with soft ground conditions 
Operator Representative(s): Karin Odendahl-Madsen 
State Official(s): Priscilla Burton, Division of Oil, Gas and Mining 
OSMRE Official(s):  Tom Medlin #562 
 
Background 
This was an oversight partial inspection at the inactive Centennial Mine complex in Carbon 
County, Utah. The permitted surface area disturbed by mining activities is 47.19 acres. Prior to 
and following this inspection, I performed an administrative review of pertinent documentation 
including the 2016 Annual Report, water quality memorandum WQ 17-2, various maps and 
drawings, and recent DOGM inspection reports.  
 
Mine and Permit Identification Signs R645-301-521.241 
The mine and permit identification sign was stationed at the appropriate point of public access 
and contained the required information. See Figure 1. 
 
Management of Mine Openings R645-301-529.210 
The lower Pinnacle Mine portal was barricaded, fenced, and posted with a warning sign, as 
required. See Figure 2. 
 
Hydrology R645-301-731 
The fuel storage area featured secondary containment as required. No issues were noted. See 
Figure 3. 
 
Noncoal Mine Waste R645-301-528.330 
The site was tidy and free of uncontrolled noncoal mine waste. 
 
Sedimentation Ponds R645-301-742.220 et seq, and Drainage Control R645-301-742.423 et 
seq 
Sediment Ponds “B,” “C,” and “E” and associated culverts and spillways were inspected to 
ensure their proper function in directing and treating disturbed area runoff. All of the ponds were 
dry at the time of this inspection. Ponds “C” and “E” exhibited ample sediment storage capacity 
and stable embankments. All spillways and culverts were open and would function as designed. 
See Figures 4 and 5. 
 
The four-celled Sediment Pond “B” exhibited stable exterior embankments and ample sediment 
storage capacity. However, the interior dams/embankments between cells had been breached by 
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a large volume hydrologic event. These breaches undermine the structural integrity of the interior 
embankments and potentially decrease the total detention time of disturbed area runoff. See 
Figures 6-9. 
 
Roads R645-301-534.150 
Primary roads throughout the site were in good repair, exhibiting positive drainage and stable 
construction. The primary road toward the mouth of the canyon was surfaced with asphalt and 
transitioned to compacted earth construction further up-canyon. See Figure 10. 
 
Topsoil Storage R645-301-234.230 
Topsoil Stockpiles “A,” “C,” “F,” and “G” were inspected to ensure protection of the resource 
from wind and water erosion. All stockpiles were stable, vegetated, and bermed; no issues were 
noted. See Figure 11. 
 
Maintenance Items 
The operator representative agreed to ensure Sediment Pond “B” is repaired and returned to its 
design-build as soon as possible. 
 
Enforcement Actions 
No enforcement actions were taken as a result of this inspection, nor are any pending. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos: 
 



3 | P a g e  
 

 
Figure 1. Mine and permit identification sign. 
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Figure 2. Lower Pinnacle Mine portal. 
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Figure 3. Fuel storage area featuring secondary containment. 
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Figure 4. Sediment Pond “E.” 
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Figure 5. Sediment Pond “C.” 
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Figure 6. Overview of Sediment Pond “B.” 
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Figure 7. Sediment Pond “B” showing breached interior embankments between cells 1 and 2 
(foreground) and cells 2 and 3 (midground). The eroded/deposited embankment material is 
circled in red. The sources of the material are circled in green. 



10 | P a g e  
 

 
Figure 8. Sediment Pond “B” showing breached interior embankments between cells 3 and 4. 
The eroded/deposited embankment material is circled in red. The source of the material is circled 
in green. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 | P a g e  
 

 
Figure 9. Alternate vantage, breached interior embankment at Sediment Pond “B.” 
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Figure 10. Primary road.  
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Figure 11. Topsoil Stockpile “A.” 
 


