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Tuesday, September 25, 2018

We checked the mine facilities yard  culverts and  ditches.  
Refer to Plate 8 for Support Facilities Surface Area Drainag.  
On the second day, we walked Left fork.  Justin Eatchel joined us to visit the de gas well sites.
Refer to Plate 6A for Left Fork and Appendix X, Fig 1-1 for degas well site locations.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Date

37

Inspector's Signature:

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.
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Inspection Date:

REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19. AVS check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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The current permit was issued January 4, 2017.

An Informal Hearing was held on  June 28, 2018 to object to the fact of the field 
issued citation dated 6/1/2018.  The Hearing Officer's decision is dated August 28, 
2018.  The decision requires the removal of all equipment and reclamation of degas 
wells 3,4,5A, 6,7, 7A, 11, 12, 13, 14,15, 16, 17as soon as practicable, but no later 
than 8/1/2019.  The requirement to cap and seal wells 8, 8A, and 9 above the Mathis 
Lease was vacated. The Permittee has a right to appeal this decision within 30 days  
of receipt.  We discussed the dates and option to appeal the decision.

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

A half dozen cows in the facilities yard have mowed the grasses on the topsoil piles.  
Interestingly, Topsoil pile F is mostly vegetated with rabbitbrush.  Topsoil pile A 
(facing the same direction) is mostly vegetated with sagebrush.

3.     Topsoil

We checked the undisturbed inlets and the disturbed area ditches and culverts.

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

Impoundment inspections were completed on  9/4/2018/  Currently Ponds B, and C 
are dry.  Pond E has approximately 4 feet of water.

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

Piping is occuring  below the excelsior log in the UD drainage reporting to C-6.

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

Water Well #1 sampled September 6, 2018.

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

UPDES permit UTG 040029 is in the renewal process and currently out for public 
notice. There was no  discharge in the last quarter.  Electronic receipts from the 
NetDMR website were on hand to confirm that DMR's were filed.

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

Noxious weed control of the facilities and degas wells is occuring twice a year.  The 
next spray will be in the next month.  Seed was ordered to re-seed degas sites 6 and 
11 this Fall.

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues
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We visited and photographed all the GVH sites.  The valves at sites 5A, 7, and 9 had 
been replaced as required by CO dated 6/1/2018.  The fence was open at sites 3, 7-
7A, 9.  The fence was cut at site 17 which is adjacent to a pond where cows 
congregate.   Lightening had struck the lightening rod at site 4.  Sites 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 7A, 
8,  8A, 11, and 14 have shown vastly declining musk thistle numbers.  Sites 9 
(including topsoil area) and 17 have more musk thistle  present than the rest. Another 
weed control treatment is planned in October.  It should start at site 17 and 9.  
Hounds tongue (Cynoglossum officinale) is another noxious weed that should be 
sprayed on the pads and access roads.

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

The mine went into temporary cessation April 2008 (2008 Incoming document 0008). 
All of the Pinnacle, Aberdeen and Apex mine portals  are currently sealed.

15.   Cessation of Operations

PR1 is buckling at the bend below the Administrative Office.  PR8 is severely gullied.  

The Left Fork access road requires maintenance at one sediment log which has been 
over topped. 

Maintenance is required on all sediment controls (logs and silt fences)  along the 
access road to the plateau degas sites.  

The access road to site 12 is severely eroded and requires maintence or reclamation.

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

It appears that road ditches are capturing flow.  Some debris and rock will be 
removed.  This site has been in temporary cessation for 10 years and the roads are  
traveled infrequently.

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

Other facilities have been dismantled.

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

The shop is in use.

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

The Division made an AVS check  on 9/25/2018.  There were no violations reported.

19. AVS check

The Air Quality permit DAQE-997-96 was issued 11/18/2003.  We discussed whether 
the air quality permit should be updated to include the remaining degas wells.  We 
will  research the matter.

20.   Air Quality Permit
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The degas and facilities bonds were recently consolidated into one for this site.  A 
replacement surety bond  #N-6000362 was issued by Indemnity National Ins. Co. in 
the amount of $1,500,000.   A revised Reclamation Agreement was signed 6/4/2018.
The liability insurance issued by Lloyd's Underwriters at London expires 6/1/2019.

21.   Bonding and Insurance

Figure 1-1 indicates that the compressor station is the responsibility of the mine 
operator to maintain. We discussed submitting an amendment to revise Figure 1-1 to 
indicate that the compressor station was part of the Oil & Gas permitted area.

22.   Other
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ATTACHMENT A –Photos                                                                        Centennial Mine Complete Inspection 9/25/2018 

 

 
GVH 3  

 
GVH 4  

 

  
GVH5A GVH 5A replaced valve 
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ATTACHMENT A – Photos                                                                                                                   Centennial 9/25/2018 

 

 GVH 6 
 

GVH 7  

  
                                             GVH 7  replaced valve GVH 7A 
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ATTACHMENT A – Photos                                                                                                                     Centennial  9/25/2018 

  
GVH 8  GVH 8A   

  
GVH 9  GVH 9 Valve replaced 
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ATTACHMENT A – Photos                                                                                                                Centennial   9/25/2018 

  
GVH 11  GVH 12 access road erosion 

 

 

  
GVH 12  

  
GVH 13   
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ATTACHMENT A – Photos                                                                                                                   Centennial   9/25/2018 

 

 
GVH 14 GVH 15  

  
                

                        GVH 16                                                                                    GVH 17 
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ATTACHMENT A   Photos                                                                                         Centennial Mine   9/25/2018 

  
GVH 17 View of  degas well plateau 

 

  
Compressor Station Compressor Station 

 

 
 
  



 

  page 7 

ATTACHMENT A   Photos                                                                                         Centennial Mine   9/25/2018 

 

 
  Inlet to C2 above Topsoil Pile F 

 
   DD3 along PR2 

 

  
  A half dozen cows were grazing the yard and stockpiles 

 
  Sediment Pond E and UPDES discharge point 003 
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ATTACHMENT A   Photos                                                                                         Centennial Mine   9/25/2018 

 

 
Left Fork access 

 
   Maintenance requested rilling across L.Fk.  access road 

 

  
  Maintenance requested of excelsior log on L. Fk road 

 
  Left Fork inactive substation and sealed portals 
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