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Vo william 4. Seaegys

Dear #r. Skagys:

Tne Bive Blaze Mining Company susmilted a permii application package (PAF) to
the Ytah Division of (11, Gas, an< fining {DOGH) for review anc approval., A
copy of the entire PAP was sent from DOGH to the Bureau of Lang wﬂﬂﬁﬂéﬁ@%i
{BLM; for an anaiysis of the resvurce regovery and protection plan (RePZ).
fﬁe LW reviews the R2PZ for eempzﬂ%&ness in accordance with regulations
codified in 43 CFR 548Z anc the 9@??&Fm3ﬁ€@ standards found &t @a CFR S484.-
iﬂe primary purpose of this review 18 10 enSure BEXImum COnUmIC recovery
{MER) of leased Federal coal., Based on this review we have determined tnatl
tne wine pian 1s ueficient with respecl to ine Toilowing:

1. The mine pian for the ﬁi“k&tﬂa Seam cues not audress any
uevelopment for Federal cod EVaS“ SL-0630T1 in tae SWi/4 SEV/4 Sec¢. o
anc on SWi/4 NLZi/4 fea. 7, T. 13 §., R, 8 E. According Lo lhe isopach
map mirable coal can Le founc in these areas. Therefore, Justification
is required for the non-cevelopment of inis Feaeral coal.

2. Planned ceveiophent for toe Hiawatna Seam 1n tne norin-western
portion of Federal coal lease 51-063011 is contingent on acquisition of
a State leasc (SWi/4 SWi/4 Sec, 8. Tne BLi canncl reccomend approvai
of a mine plan tiat is pased on Tuture acquisition of a coal lease and
approvel of & permit. olue plaZe aust aqjust deveiopment and sequencing
of tne wine pian Vor this yafisaﬂ of the Federa? coal lease so inat wine
workings are contained within the permitl erea. Furlnermore, tne coal in
the area identified for future aowuis?zzén of & State Tease belongs {o
tie Federal government an¢ will require acquisition of a Feceral caa!
lease or & modification of the existing lease.

3. Ho justification 13 providec vor noet mining leased Fegeral Cosi
the northwestern pertion of the proposed peraiit arva (west side of tne
Gordon Lreek Fauit, Hiawalna Seam).



-

4  An estimate of ine oWl reserve base winsble reserves and
recoverdvie reserves for Feveral coal tease SL-063011 is required
There are reserves presentea for each seam uut ihey are not lease
spevific %

& The mine plan states that piilars widi be split according to an
apyrevﬁé pltam A sketch of typical panel recovery 1s required but not
ing used. *

6 Ne justification 15 prowided for not cotunmizing the werkiags of
the two minable seams  Aithough old workings exfst in the area Tt does
not pregiude co.umn1zing melas and submains th several areds

"f Igt&?bardeﬁ-apﬁ oyerhurden mops for the minable coal scams are

requires but bot nctudes. In addilion, tne information presemted an
some of the geologic maps is confusing and d1€Pf€ult te read

8  Blue Blaze wust suvmit technical Justificattdn fof miming the ivwar
Hiawatha Seahs prior te atwing the Castlegate A Seam. This
Justificatien must show tuat this proposed developmert will not
jeopardize recovery of the upper minabie ceal seam (Castiegate A")

9. Clarifig¥tion 15 nedessry as to way inere is an inconsistency
hetwasn the agtual mine plans for the twe minmeble seams anu the
narraiivé regarding projeciea mine qugiapmen ; RIINS  Sub pains

panels ete. Specificaily there are three sybmain entriyes projected on
the miae map Hat & five sntrv systam is ciscussed 1p the text

I yos mive any gquestions please (éh*act krant Horthrup of my staff at {803}
255-01H1
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Sincerey yours
J8/ WAL G STRINGER

Asgsistant Sistrict Manager
sitperad Resovurces

State of uUtah V//
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