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December 27, 1995 EarthFax
TR EarthFax

Mr. Casey Ford ? ﬂ W E Engineering Inc.

Assistant Regional Engineer , Engineers/Scientists

Department of Natural Resources 10 B 9 Mi S‘”‘S,Lfa 1047

DiViSion Of Water Rights } g Teiephone'801—561-1555

P.O. Box 718 | iV OF OlL, GAS & MINING Forx 801-561-1861

Price, UT 84501-0718

Re: November 22, 1995 letter concerning widening of the road within the Horizon Coal
Corporation proposed permit area and November 15, 1995 letter Item 4 concerning
surface and groundwater momtonng pomts 25

Dear Mr. Ford, M 7 M 9

Per our telephone conversation on December 19, 1995 you requested that | address the

widening' of the road within the Horizon proposed permit area. The road which was widened
- belongs to Carbon County and to the best of our knowledge was widened with their

authorization. We are unaware of the actual date or by whom the road was widened.

During a site visit on July 24, 1995, | noticed that the road had been widened and debris from
the opposite hillside had been pushed into the stream channel below Sample Site 5 and above
Sample Site 3. The stream channel was also realigned above Sample Site 5 and between
Sample Site 5 and 3, possibly by the same party which widened the road. The realignment,
dust, and debris could effect our water sample data, therefore | noted it in my monitoring
logs.

Any mitigation or permitting concerning the widening of the road should be handled by Carbon
County.

Concerning Item 4, after discussing the addition of surface and groundwater monitoring sites
with Sharon Falvey the UDOGM hydrologist assigned to the Horizon project, she suggested
that the three of us meet and discuss your recommendations. The adjoining mines (Gordon
Creek, C & W, Swisher) have been monitoring other springs and surface water adjacent to the
Horizon area since 1979. There may be sufficient data collected at the present time to satisfy
your concerns. Please call me with a suggested meetmg place and time. | will coordinate
with Sharon.

Sincerely yours,

Vncky S. Baul é

cer Pamela Grubsagh-Littig, UDOGM,,
Brad Bourquin



[3\ Sta%e of Utah o

v DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS
Michael O. Leavitt

Gavernor Southeastem Area
Ted Stewart 453 South Carbon Avenue
Executive Director § P-O.Box 718
Robert L. Morgan Price, Utah 84501-0718
State Engineer B 801-637-1303

November 22, 1995

Horizon Coal Corporation
Bradley J. Bourquin; P.E.
1131 South Dover Street

Lakewood, Colorado 8C232

Re: Water Quality Data, Horizon Mine, Horizon Coal Company,
PRO/007/020, Folder #2, Carbon County, Utah

Dear Mr. Bourquin:

I have reviewed the above referenced material, received in this office on
November 20, 1995, and offer the following comments for your consideration. The
comments from this Division will center around water issues inveolving water
rights, stream channel alteration work, issues related to impoundments, and water
monitoring well permits.

1) Pages 3 of both Attachments to Appendix 7-2 and to Appendix 7-3 mention
work done to widen the road near Sample Site 5 on North Fork Gordon Creek.
We would like the opportunity to inspect this site for possible stream
alteration permitting or mitigation.

If I can be of further assistance, feel free to contact me at 637-1303.

Sincerely,
CasezAi:;z

Assistant Regional Engineer

cc: Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, DOGM
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Horizon Coal Corporation
firadley J. Bourquin, P.E.

1131 Sauth Dover Street
Labewasd, Colowade 00230

Re: Horizan Coal Company Permit Application Fackage,
Horizan Mines 1 &

Doar Mr. Bourquin:

I have reviewed the above referenced mine plan, recoeived in this office on
Uctober 19, 1995, and offer the follawing comments for vour consideration. The
comments from th1° Division will center arcund water issues invalving. water
rights, stream channel alteration work, issues rolatad to fmpuundments, and water
monitoring well permits.

i} Before any water can be diverted for use hy Horizon Coal, we must receive
the. proper documents pertawning to the duﬁhlv?{*“ﬂ or lease of existing
water rights, as mentioned in Chaptar 2 OPERATIONS, Seciion 3.4.3
Protection of Hydrologic Balance, ¢ 7, review tho siatus of the proposed
rights, and consider any changes associated with those water rights.

We would Tike to see a map of the permit arca, with contours, streams and
roads depicted, with all water rxghts in tisted Appesdix 3-3 located and
tdentified by thewr 91 numbers. Highlight on this map any waler rights
which may be leased or otherwise used by the mine during pre-mining, mining
and-pest -mining activities.

Chaptér.3 OPERATIONS, Section 3.4,3 Protection of Hydralogic Balkange, € 3,
mentions d1schardxng mine water in excest of that used -far in-mine
purpeses. This water must be returned to the same derainage from which 1t
was diverted by mining operations.

2) Stream Alteration Permit #91-91-025A, was filed in this offica by Willjam
R. Skaggs for a channel relocation asseciated with Lthe construction of a
sediment pond for Blue Blaze Coal. This permit oxpirad on Aprit 8, 1995.
Other permits must be submitted and approved hefove any alteratien can
procead on any natural stream.

Stream Alteration Permit #95-91-135A was filad and approved by this mffice
for a siream crossing associated with the 1935 drilling program. A final
compliance inspection must still be performed by thiz office.

We wauld like to preview the disturbed ares drainage diversions and
channels (see Plate 7-5) to verify theidr status in veqgards Lo stream
alieration permitting before any work is started.




Horizon Cpal Corporation
November 15, 1995
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Five monitoring wells are listed in Chapter 6 GLULOGY, Section 6.5.1.1
Casing and Sealing, and the following comments are otfered on these wells.
Holes IMC 1 & 2 will be abandoned and new raplacement holes for water
monitoring drilled near by, according the above referenced section.
Abandonment must be accomplished by a Ulah Iicensed water well driller
and the proper abandonment forms submitted to Lhis affice. ’

Roplications to drill new wells to replace IM( 1 & 2 and the additional
well within Horizon Mine No, 2 must be submitted to and approved by this
office prior to drilling. The improvements to corvert existing wells LMC
3 & 4 from exploration wells to moniter wells must also ba nerfprmed by a
Utah licensed water well driller with prior approval From this office.

[f any work on these wells has already occurred, the weil fogs, exact
iocations of the wells, the driller’s Ticense numbar apd ahy other relevant
information must be submitted to this office as soon as pessible. A
Typical Well Construction drawing should also be inciuded in the Mine Plan.

in Outober or November of 1995, at Jzast Lwo holes were driiled in Sec. 8,
TI3S, R8L, SLB&M. If these or any other holes (besides the five commented
on above) are to be used as monitor well sites, the proper forms again must
be submitted to this office for approval.

Eightl Surface/Ground Water Monitoring Points are identified in Plate 7-1.
Because of the abundance of springs in this area, it is felt that the
localion and monitoring of several mora points is nesded, aspecially
outside {(but in close proximity té) the Mine Plan Area boundarics. We
suggest additional monitoring peints to fhe North, Fast and West of the
area boundaries.

In regards to the sediment pond, because it is entively incised (no
embankment) & Form R-69 Application for A Dam not Rggquiring Submission of
Formal Plans Under Section 73-5A-202 {s nob roquired. Howsevee, 1f -ather
ponds are built with embankments or 17 the cwryvert sadiment pead s
madified with an embankment, forms and drawings should be submitted,

Y1 can be of further assistance, feel free to contact me st 637.1303,

Sincerety,

)
Casay Fard
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Assistant Regieonal Engineer
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Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, DOGM
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