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Good morning Alex,

Thanks for taking the time to chat with us this morning.  I've had a chance to discuss the three items 
identified on the April 8th, 2014 'Completion of Midterm Review' letter (Task ID #4512, response due May 
9th) with the staff.  Your request for an extension to the June 5th meeting date is approved for the bonding 
issue identified in the letter.  The other two outstanding issues identified in the April 8th letter can be 
handled differently. For clarity sake, I'll go the three deficiencies in the April 8th letter individually:  

1)  MACRO-INVERTEBRATE SURVEY- Joe Helfrich (biologist) identified a commitment in Volume 3, 
Chapter 10 of the MRP relative to macro-invertebrate surveys being conducted in the spring and fall. I've 
attached the actual MRP language for your reference.  Based on the approved language in the MRP, the 
surveys are to be conducted in the "spring (late May/early June)" and in "fall (September/October)".  Given 
that time-frame,  you still have until the end of the 1st week of June to conduct the macro-invertebrate 
survey.  As such, it is the expectation of the Division that the surveys be done according to the plan.

2) TOPSOIL PILE/EROSION ISSUE-  During the March 11th, 2014 mid-term site inspection conducted by 
Division staff, Joe Helfrich identified an erosion issue on the topsoil pile located adjacent to the surface 
facilities pad.  This issue will be handled through our routine inspection and enforcement process and is 
hereby removed from consideration relative to the mid-term review (#4512).  I've attached the inspection 
report generated from the March 11th, 2014 site visit and highlighted several items of concern.   In addition 
to the top-soil issue, other issues were identified relative to diversion ditch maintenance, sediment control 
maintenance as well as water monitoring requirements.  Our assigned inspector, Karl Houskeeper, will 
follow up on these and document that these issues have been adequately addressed.  

3)  BONDING ISSUE-  Your request for an extension to the June 5th, 2014 due date for the mid-term 
response is granted for the revised bonding costs.  

We do empathize with the current situation you're dealing with at the Horizon Mine site. Hopefully, you can 
find a buyer who is willing to take the reins at the mine.  Until such time, the bad news is that the 
commitments in the MRP and requirements of SMCRA must still be addressed.  Unfortunately, we don't 
have much wiggle room to afford you. Failure to follow the requirements of your permit will only result in 
additional enforcement action being taken and nobody wants that.  Please understand that the Division 
doesn't have the option of ignoring the coal mining rules and the MRP commitments.  

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact myself or Daron Haddock.  

Regards,
Steve
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