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Good afternoon,

I've attached some photos of work that has been done on the return belt (far left). | spoke with Keenan after my phone
conversation with Jeff to get an update on what's happened since yesterday.

The return portal has been filled. Irregularly shaped concrete has been pushed into the portal from the floor to the ceiling
approximately 15' inby. Once the concrete hit daylight, it was covered with more concrete. The irregular shape of the
concrete allows it to lock somewhat, similar to riprap in a stream channel. When the earthwork begins, that concrete
material will be buried again with more material and ultimately topsoil.

If you look at photo DSCN3856, of note is that the backfilling of material over this portal will continue up to the excelsior
log running along the contour at the intersection of the undisturbed/disturbed slope.

Additionally, as the portal slopes down, if slumping were to occur, the rock would move downward and essentially
heal/plug itself. If the portal were level or sloped up, and there were some type of slumping/erosion event, then the
possibility of an opening to form would obviously be much greater.

Keenan indicated that Nelco is being very deliberate and taking their time in placing this concrete in the portals in order to
avoid any potential of future openings.

Give me a call if you have questions.

Regards,
Steve

Steve Christensen

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 W North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

(801) 538-5350
stevechristensen@utah.gov
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