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Dr. Diane Nielson, Director

Division of 0il, Gas & Mining oY D'V’SlON OF

4241 State Office Building . GiL, GAS & MINING

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

Attention: James Smith

RE: North American Equities' Response to ACR for MRP at Blazon #1 Mine
Dear Diane:

The Division has evaluated North American Equities' response to the
apparent completeness review for the Mining and Reclamation Plan at

the Blazon #1 Mine. Enclosed are the Division's specific comments and
recommendations. Generally speaking, the company fails to recognize
wildlife values associated with their project and a need for a detailed
and specific mitigation plan.

Thank you for an opportunity to review the MRP and provide comment.
Sincerely,

F/7Day

Douglas
Director
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UTAH DIVISION OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES' COMMENTS RELATIVE TO
NORTH AMERICAN EQUITIES' RESPONSE
TO THE APPARENT COMPLETENESS REVIEW FOR
THE MINING AND RECLAMATION PLAN (MRP)
AT THE BLAZON #1 MINE

UMC 784.13

The amount of forbs contained in the seed mixture (Table 4, parts 1-3)
is too light and it is recommended that the forbs be doubled in all
seeding mixtures. '

The use of conventional seeding methods for those slopes in excess of

10 percent is discouraged. A greater degree of success will be realized

by using a hydromulch of wood fiber, seed mixture and tackifier. This
process will stabilize the soil surface, which will be necessary in
preventing excessive erosion on steeper sloped areas, as well as controlling
runoff. It will also protect the seed and provide a good growth medium.

Final revegetation should be accomplished through the use of tubelings,
bare root stock, or container grown plants. This will greatly speed
the recovery of disturbed areas. Trees and shrubs should be planted

in clumps on islands at a rate of 1500 individuals per acre.

UMC 817.97

Springs and seeps are of critical importance to all wildlife species.
North American Equities n.v. should be expected to mitigate for impacts
to any springs within the permit area.

The apparent completeness review response (ACR) is lacking habitat
information and fish and wildlife information as was directed by guide-
lines issued by OGM on June 11, 1980. This information had been provided
to North American Equities n.v. by the Division of Wildlife Resources in
a letter dated July 10, 1981. The ACRR also lacks inclusion of a fish
and wildlife mitigation plan, which was also provided by DWR in the same
letter.

DWR has available an educational program developed specifically for
coal mine employees. The program discusses operations and wildlife
interactions. Participation in the program by Blazon employees should
be included as part of the mitigation.





