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Minesite Evaluation Inspection Report Narrative
North American Equities
. 1401 17th Street #1510
Denver, CO 80202

Blazon Mine

Insepction Date: June 20, 1984

Permit Number: INA 007/021 '

OSM Inspector: Frank Atencio #031

Others Present: None (although not a joint inspection, the

state inspected this mine on the same day.)

The Blazon Mine is inactive and has been subjected to mud slides and
other damage from the spring snow melt and runoff. There were places
along the road and creek bank where trees had been deposited by the
slides. Some slumpage is also occurring along the stream banks.

Tension cracks were formed on the slope face where the portals are
located. There is a potential for a slope failure here which could
affect the entire portal pad area. The state inspector has aksed
North American Equities to examine the slope stability in the portal
area and to report their results to DOGM.

Hydrologic Balance

Water from the disturbed area had been escaping into Mud Creek in two
areas. One area was the gravel storage pad just north of the main
topsoil stockpile. Another area was a broken berm along the loadout
pad adjacent to the inlet of the middle Mud Creek Culvert.

The State inspector included this violation as part of NOV 84-2-10-3.
The vioaltion was written for failure to pass all surface drainage
from the disturbed area through a sediment pond or treatment facility
before leaving the permit area to prevent, to the extent possible,
additional contributions of sediment to stream flow. ‘

The operator was told to build a berm around both areas in question by
July 9, 1984 (compliance Code D)

Water monitoring had not been conducted at the Blazon Mine during the
first two weeks in June according to the monitoring schedule agreed to

by the operator. Samples were to be taken from Mud Creek and
underground springs.

The State inspector cited the operator for failure to conduct water
monitoring in accordance with the approved monitoring program. NOV
84-2-11-1 was issued on June 27, 1984 in regard to this vioation.

The operator was told to obtain the samples due in June no later than
July 1, 1984. He was also told to implement the monitoring schedule
by taking the required July samples no later than July 31, 1984.
(compliance Codes G,H)
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Topsoil

A topsoil stockpile on the north side of the minesite, on the slope
above the sediment pond was unprotected. The stockpile had been
contaminated by coal fines and other sediment. The stockpile was not

vegetated nor had a berm been built around it to protect it from
erosion. .

The State inspector included this violation for failure to protect
topsoil as part of NOV 84-2-10-3.

The operator was told to remove the contaminants and to build a berm
around the stockpile no later than July 9, 1984,

Roads

The haulroad had an area near the lower Mud Creek Culvert area, where

a slide had occurred. The inside ditch was blocked and water was
running down the middle of the road. Deep gullies had formed in
portions of the haulroad. Breaks in the road berm had eventually

occurred where the water from the road entered Mud Creek.

The State inspector included this failure to maintain a class I road
to control erosion and minimize additional contributions of sediment
to stream flow. The operator was instructed to regrade the road to
slope toward the inside ditch, to remove slumpage from the ditch no
later than July 9, 1984. (compliance Code J)

Compliance codes (Item 25)
Blanks left since standards were not occurring.

Item 28 was left blank because the permit document was unavailable for
review. :
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