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"March 20, 1989

Mr. Randy Harden, Engineer

State of Utah Natural Resources
0il, Gas, and Mining

3 Triad Center, Suite 350

Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203

Dear Mr. Harden

I, as the'laﬁd owner did not have any voice in the so called
moderate changes in the reclamation plans, so, I am writing this
letter as a concerned citizen.

I wish to bring to your attention several deficiencies in the
reclamation of the Blazon mine site in Clear Creek, Utah. I am also
sending you a separate letter dealing with deficiencies on the lower
pad. ' ’

1. Too much of the high wall on the south end of the portal pad
was left exposed. Thus, the land is not following the original con-
tours of the mountain. Furthermore, the exposed face keeps caving
off causing more erosion.

2. There is insufficient cover material. In places where there
should be a full two feet of cover material there is considerably
less than two feet of cover material. Furthermore, the cover ma-
terial is of very poor quality.

3. The Little Snyder drainage is insufficient. The original
plan called for a four foot culvert. After the hydrological study,
the plan was changed. A two foot culvert with an emergency spill
way, which allows water to run over the road surface, was installed.

The four foot culvert would have handled four times the volume of
the two foot culvert. This would have eliminated the néed for the
spill way, which will cause problems with the road if it is ever
needed. A four foot culvert should have been installed. Otherwise,
if the hydrological study is truly accurate what is the need for the
spill way in the first place? '

4. The straw used for mulch contained morning glory, which is
a noxious weed. There were sufficient quantities of morning glory
for it to have been found on all exposed surfaces of all exposed
bales of straw. Once this weed takes root it is almost impossible

to get rid of it.



5. Mine spoilage material was used on the north side of the
Little Snyder drainage. ‘This area was not designated for sp01lage
material and nc spoilage material was supposed to be used there.

6. The restoratlon after the seven foot culvert was removed from
the stream does not conform nor near resemble the original stream
bed. 1In fact, the water was passing through under the rocks and fhe

water was not visible.

These.deficiencies must be corrected for the location to be re-
claimed properly.

Thank you.

/////f fJack Otani

cc: Division of 0il Gas & Mining
Office of Surface Mining
Duane R. Smith
Kieth Chiara





