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December 15, 1992

TO: Mine File
FROM: Lowell P. Braxton, Associate Director, Mining 4@‘3
RE: Final Reclamation, Blazon Mine, ACT/007/021, Carbon

County, Utah

On November 19, 1992, the Division received a letter
from Steve Tanner requesting to meet with the Division in his
capacity as surface owner at Blazon. The letter requested
clarification of Division and landowner expectations for final
reclamation utilizing the forfeited reclamation bond.

A meeting was set for 9:00 a.m., December 9, 1992.
In order to accommodate scheduling for Dianne Nielson, the
meeting was held in the 0ld Courthouse, 51 South University,
Provo, Utah, in offices occupied by the Utah Department of

Agriculture. Steve Tanner, Dianne Nielson, and Lowell Braxton
attended.

Steve Tanner raised the following issues:

1. Liability: Who will be responsible for the property
after expenditure of reclamation bonds? Mr. Tanner was
given a copy of the April 5, 1992, OSM Memorandum
"Environmental Problems During Reclamation with
Forfeited Bonds." This memo provides interpretation of
30 CFR 800.5 and establishes a regulatory authority’s
responsibility to utilized forfeited bonds to the
extent possible to complete the reclamation plan.

In addition, the Division’s (as opposed to the Board’s)
authority to administer reclamation using forfeited bonds was
reviewed with Steve.

2. Improper Board Action: Steve felt that surface owner
concerns raised at the October 17, 1990, Board Hearing
had not been properly considered by the Board. He is
interested in appeal avenues. He will be hiring
counsel to investigate these avenues, and hopes to
establish direction by end of February 1993.
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3. General Complaints: Steve agreed to send the Division
a list of his complaints. Specific complaints were not
discussed, although Steve alleged inadequacies in the
Division’s files for Blazon. The Division agreed to
investigate file adequacy, and to consider additional
comments from Steve upon their receipt.

Steve and the Division agreed on the objective of
initiating reclamation during the 1993 field season. Steve hoped
to have clarification of appeal avenues by March 1, 1993.
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