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Re: Vegetation Sampling at the Banning Siding L.oadout, Canyon Fuel Company.
Banning Loadout. ACT/007/034, Folder #2. Carbon County, Utah

On December 10, 1997, I met Gary Taylor at the Banning Loadout to look at the
vegetation test plots and to discuss how they should be sampled. There was about an inch of
snow on the ground, and annual plants were dead.

The operation and reclamation plan says the test plots will be monitored at the end of the
growing season. Annually, the evaluation will include a list of all species present in each plot
and for cover by species and total cover. Production estimates by life form or species will be
performed during the second and fifth years. Results will be submitted with the annual report.

It would have been possible to estimate vegetative cover, but because of the snow, it was
not possible to see how much litter was on the ground. I agreed that, rather than fulfilling the
“letter of the law” and sampling now, it would be better to wait until June of 1998. In 1998,
Canyon Fuel needs to take cover and production measurements.

The plan does not say when the test plots will no longer be monitored. After the plots
have been monitored in 1998, the Division would be agreeable to an amendment showing the
results and proposing to discontinue monitoring.

cc: Gary Taylor
Steve Demczak



