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SUMMARY:

Canyon Fuel Co. has proposed changes to the Banning Loadout MRP for the
next five year permit term. The proposed changes were received on July 6, 1998. The
new plan would eliminate the annual grab sample of coal refuse which has been
analyzed for Acid/Base Potential, Selenium, Boron, SAR, EC and pH.

The permittee could, under application for temporary cessation, make temporary
changes to their monitoring plan without changing the operations portion of the MRP.

TECHNICAL ANALYSIS:

OPERATION PLAN

ACID AND TOXIC FORMING MATERIALS
Regulatory Reference: R645-301-731.100 et seq. and -731.300 et seq.

Analysis:
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Quarterly grab samples of the coal stored at the Banning Loadout were taken in
1989. However, the results of the quarterly sampling conducted in 1989 could not be
located in the MRP, DOGM files or DOGM archives.

The Mining and Reclamation Plan indicated that annual grab samples would be
analyzed from 1990 to the present. Sample analyses could be found in the annual
reports dated 1990, 1991, 1993, 1994, 1995, and 1997. The sampling indicates that
the coal onsite is neutral in pH with little acid producing potential and with a
comparatively low SAR value. Selenium and Boron are not at high levels.

Presently, Canyon Fuels Co. Would like to eliminate the annual grab sampling of
the coal stored on site due to the consistent nature of the coal. However, during active
status the site may receive coal from a number of different mine locations and coal
seams. Annual sampling of the coal during operations would seem a minimal effort to
expend to protect the groundwater resource.

The 1997 Annual Report indicates that Banning Loadout was placed on idle
status as of September 9, 1997. It is recommended that Canyon Fuels Co. proceed
with a temporary cessation reporting to the Divsion as required by R645-301-515.320
and as described on page 5-11 of vol. 2 of the MRP. Under temporary cessation,
environmental sampling could be modified, without changing the MRP.

Findings:

The request to eliminate annual coal sampling is not considered prudent in
regard to the R645-301-731.100 ef seq and -731.300 ef seq.

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that Canyon Fuels Co. proceed under the conditions of their
present MRP to notify the Division of a temporary cessation as required by R645-301-

515.320. Maodification of environmental sampling during the period of temporary
cessation could occur without alteration of the MRP.
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