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Denver Field Branch 
Mine Site Evaluation Narrative 

 
Permittee:    Sunnyside Cogeneration Associates 
Operator:   Sunnyside Cogeneration Associates 
Site:     Sunnyside Refuse and Slurry  
Permit No:    C/007/0035 
Date of Inspection:   January 24, 2018 
Inspection Type:   Oversight partial 
Weather:  Sunny, clear, and cold with soft ground conditions 
Operator Representative(s): Rusty Netz 
State Official(s): Steve Demczak, Division of Oil, Gas and Mining  
OSMRE Official(s):  Tom Medlin #562 
 
Background 
This was an oversight partial inspection at the Sunnyside Refuse and Slurry site in Carbon 
County, Utah. The permitted disturbance area is 196.65 acres. Prior to and following this 
inspection, I performed an administrative review of pertinent documentation including the 2016 
Annual Report, recent water quality memoranda, various maps and drawings, and recent DOGM 
inspection reports.  
 
Mine and Permit Identification Signs R645-301-521.241 
The mine and permit identification signs were stationed at the appropriate points of public access 
and contained the required information. See Figure 1. 
 
Perimeter Markers R645-301-521.251 
Green and white-painted t-posts delineated the disturbed area perimeter. See Figure 2. 
 
Roads R645-301-534.150 
Access and haul roads throughout the site were in good repair, exhibiting positive drainage and 
stable, compacted construction. During the inspection a water truck was observed treating the 
road surfaces to control fugitive dust emissions. See Figure 3. 
 
Topsoil Storage R645-301-234.230 
The Coarse Refuse Toe Topsoil Stockpile and Storage Area #1 Topsoil Pile were inspected to 
ensure protection of the resource from wind and water erosion. Both stockpiles were stable, 
vegetated, and bermed; no issues were noted. See Figure 4. 
 
Topsoil Markers R645-301-521.270 
The topsoil marker associated with the Coarse Refuse Toe Topsoil Stockpile was in serviceable 
condition. The topsoil marker associated with the Storage Area #1 Topsoil Pile was faded to the 
point it could not be read from distance. The operator representative agreed to post a new marker 
on the Storage Area #1 Topsoil Pile. See Figure 5. 
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Noncoal Mine Waste R645-301-528.330 
The site was tidy and free of uncontrolled noncoal mine waste. 
 
Excess Spoil R645-301-528.310 
Excess Spoil Disposal Area #2 accepts waste rock generated during the coarse refuse remining 
process at Sunnyside. The pile was inspected for stability; no issues were observed. See Figure 6. 
 
Sedimentation Ponds R645-301-742.220 et seq, and Drainage Control R645-301-742.423 et 
seq 
The Railcut Sediment Pond, Coarse Refuse Toe Sediment Pond, Pasture Sediment Pond, and 
Coal Pile Sediment Pond and associated culverts and spillways were inspected to ensure their 
proper function in directing and treating surface runoff. The Coal Pile Sediment Pond was 
impounding a small amount of water; all other sediment ponds were dry. All ponds exhibited 
ample sediment storage capacity and stable embankments. All spillways and culverts were open 
and would function as designed. See Figures 7 and 8. 
 
Cleanout material associated with the Coarse Refuse Toe Sediment Pond had been improperly 
stored adjacent to the pond, instead of hauled to the Excess Spoil Disposal Area #2 which has 
been designated and approved for this purpose. The operator representative agreed to relocate the 
material. See Figure 9. 
 
Alternate sediment control in the form of filter fabric fencing with a trash rack, just upgradient of 
an 18” corrugated metal pipe, treats surface drainage associated with the Old Coarse Refuse 
Road Sediment Pond (Plate 7-1). The fencing was obstructed by tumbleweed which could 
interfere with its design-function during runoff events. The operator representative agreed to 
remove the tumbleweed. See Figure 10. 
 
Maintenance Items 
The operator representative agreed to relocate the cleanout material associated with the Coarse 
Refuse Toe Sediment Pond to its approved location within the permit area, replace the faded 
topsoil marker at the Storage Area #1 Topsoil Pile, and remove the tumbleweed that had 
accumulated at the filter fabric fencing associated with the Old Coarse Refuse Road Sediment 
Pond.  
 
Enforcement Actions 
No enforcement actions were taken as a result of this inspection, nor are any pending. 
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Figure 1. Mine and permit identification signs. 
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Figure 2. Disturbed area perimeter marker. 
 
 
 
 



5 | P a g e  
 

 
Figure 3. Haul road. 
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Figure 4. Storage Area #1 Topsoil Pile. 
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Figure 5. Faded topsoil marker at Storage Area #1 Topsoil Pile. 
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Figure 6. Excess Spoil Disposal Area #2. 
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Figure 7. Coal Pile Sediment Pond. 
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Figure 8. Inlet culvert at Pasture Sediment Pond showing daylight at its receiving end. 
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Figure 9. Coarse Refuse Toe Sediment Pond with improperly stockpiled cleanout material 
(circled in red).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 | P a g e  
 

 
Figure 10. Filter fabric fencing at the Old Coarse Refuse Road Sediment Pond obstructed by 
tumbleweed. 


