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Ben:

steve Johnson| (UDOGM) and I talked at some length this afternoon
about problemg with the Willow Ccreek relocation. I also spoke
with chad Goufley, now with the Mitigation commission, who has
done several btream relocation/restoration projects in utah, and
most recently|worked on the Truckee Rivar for The Nature /
conservancy.
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In regard to

the lack of water affacting the riparian vegetation
downstrean,

ourley made what I thought was a good peint: do we
that the water ISN'T getting to the plant roots?
day, suggest you take a shovel or auger and dig some
riparian zone downetream of the project and find the
water table. If water is getting to plant roots
dwater, even with our surface water loss problems,
ss would be one less issue to worry about--—or to

our decisions. It would also be a good idea to
imple piezometers into this downstrean area to

es in groundwater levels with changes in strean

ding to Gourley, there's at least one atudy that

t riparian vegetation isn't always gupported stream
as much as we might think.
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The issue of]| "to line or not line" the lower portion of the
stream is nof yet settlad. ﬂEmWOuid»rather@notwseexawliner“uaed.
1 know Steve| iz meeting with you Wednesday to see whether the
bentonite/fihes procedure has brought the water up on tha
surface. If] it has, hurrahl If it hasn't, that means another
decision point. I told Steve that sIwould“prafer to wee more

£inessputisin-theschannel*over-inatalling.a.liner; but also said
that prior doing either--or something else--approval must be
obtained frdm our office. I am out of the office from mosgt of
Tuesday thrdugh Thursday, so I probably cannot be reached

practically juntil Friday morning. However, I will brief “Mike-
Schwinngon this issue Tuesday morning, 8o if decisions have to be
made in my gbsence there will be someone who can speak for the
Corps.

In regard t thc'uaimsmmthey%shouldwqua1i£yw£o:@authorization
throughsasgeneral®pernit®(GP40): that we have with the@aState+
#Enginasrsx0§fice through their Stream Alteration Program. You
send the pefmit application in to the State Engineers Office,
without having to do separate paperwork for our office. The
letter you ¢et back from the State Engineers Office will state
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that their lefdter covers 404 authorization aa well.
little bureaugracy.

Talk to you wﬂcn I get back, Michele
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