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December 18, 1997

TO: File

THRU: Joe Helfrich, Permit Supervisor(

FROM: Jess Kelley, Reclamation Specialist ﬁ]é

RE: Inclusion of Degassification Well in Disturbed Area, Cyprus Plateau Minin
Corporation, Willow Creek Mine, ACT/007/038-AM97K ., Folder #2. Carbon
County, Utah

SUMMARY:

The permittee drilled 2 holes--designated 97-30-5-DG and 97-30-2A-DG-- during
the Fall of 1997. The holes were drilled as exploration holes under an exploration permit and
were drilled within the permit area. Now, however, the permittee intends to case and cap the
holes and use them as degassification wells to remove gas from caved gob areas within the mine.
As degassification wells, the holes will no longer be treated as exploration holes, but will be
included within the disturbed area and will be subject to the same regulatory
requirements--including final reclamation--as other operational surface facilities.

On October 24, 1997, the permittee submitted, for Division review, a plan for
changing the exploration holes to degassification wells. This memorandum constitutes this
writer’s review of that submittal. It is written in the standard Division Technical Analysis (TA)
format so that it is compatible with the approved TA for this mine site.

TECHNICAL ANALYSIS:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference: Pub. L 95-87 Sections 507(b), 508(a), and 516(b); 30 CFR Sec. 783., et.
al.
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MAPS, PLANS, AND CROSS SECTIONS OF RESOURCE

INFORMATION
Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 783.24, 783.25; R645-301-323, -301-411, -301-521,
-301-622, -301-722, -301-731.

Analysis:
Affected Area Boundary Maps

The permittee drilled 2 exploration holes--designated 97-30-5-DG and
97-30-2A-DG-- during the Fall of 1997. Now, however, the permittee intends to case and cap
the holes and use them as degassification wells to remove gas from caved gob areas within the
mine. As degassification wells, the holes will no longer be treated as exploration holes, but will
be subject to the same regulatory requirements as other operational surface facilities. Thus, both
the wells and the roads created to access them must be included in the disturbed area.

Map 19-A--D-Seam Mine Plan shows the locations of the degassification wells
within the permit area. However, the disturbed area and surface facilities maps must also be
revised both to show the locations of the wells and the extended disturbed area boundaries within
which they and their appurtenant access roads are located.

Findings:
The October 24, 1997 submittal does not fulfill the requirements of this section.

The permittee must provide the following, prior to approval of the submittal, in
accordance with the requirements of:

R645-301-521.162

As discussed above, the permittee must include the degassification wells and
access roads in the disturbed area. The permittee must revise the disturbed area maps to show
the locations of the degassification wells and the extended disturbed area boundaries within
which they and the access roads are located.
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OPERATION PLAN

MINING OPERATIONS AND FACILITIES
Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.2, 784.11; R645-301-231, -301-526, -301-528.

Analysis:
Facilities and Structures

The permittee drilled 2 exploration holes--designated 97-30-5-DG and
97-30-2A-DG-- during the Fall of 1997. Now, however, the permittee intends to case and cap
the holes and use them as degassification wells to remove gas from caved gob areas within the
mine. As degassification wells, the holes will no longer be treated as exploration holes, but will
be subject to the same regulatory requirements as other operational surface facilities. Thus, the
wells must be included among the other operational surface facilities and shown on the relevant
surface facilities maps.

Findings:
The October 24, 1997 submittal does not fulfill the requirements of this section.

The permittee must provide the following, prior to approval of the submittal, in
accordance with the requirements of:

R645-301-521.161

As discussed above, the permittee must revise the relevant surface facilities maps
to show the locations of the degassification wells.

ROAD SYSTEMS AND OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.24, 817.150, 817.151; R645-301-521, -301-527,
-301-534, -301-732.

Analysis:
Road Systems

The permittee drilled 2 exploration holes--designated 97-30-5-DG and
97-30-2A-DG-- during the Fall of 1997. Now, however, the permittee intends to case and cap

the holes and use them as degassification wells to remove gas from caved gob areas within the
mine.
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The degassification wells will no longer be treated as exploration holes, but will
be subject to the same regulatory requirements as other operational surface facilities. Likewise,
the roads created to access the wells will no longer be treated as exploration roads, but will
become operational roads, subject to all the pertinent regulatory requirements. Thus, the access
roads must be classified as either primary or ancillary and the plan must be revised to show that
the roads meet all the requirements of R645-301-527 and R645-301-534.

Findings:
The October 24, 1997 submittal does not fulfill the requirements of this section.

The permittee must provide the following, prior to approval of the submittal, in
accordance with the requirements of:

R645-301-527, R645-301-534

The permittee must revise the plan to show that the access roads to the
degassification wells fulfill the regulatory requirements for roads which are set forth in these
sections.

RECLAMATION PLAN

ROAD SYSTEMS AND OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 701.5, 784.24, 817.150, 817.151; R645-100-200, -301-513,
-301-521, -301-527, -301-534, -301-537, -301-732.

Analysis:

The permittee drilled 2 exploration holes--designated 97-30-5-DG and
97-30-2A-DG-- during the Fall of 1997. Now, however, the permittee intends to case and cap
the holes and use them as degassification wells to remove gas from caved gob areas within the
mine.

The degassification wells will no longer be treated as exploration holes, but will
be subject to the same regulatory requirements as other operational surface facilities. Likewise,
the roads created to access the wells will no longer be treated as exploration roads, but will
become operational roads, subject to all the pertinent regulatory requirements--including final
reclamation. Thus, the permittee mus revise the plan to include the reclamation of the access
roads.
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Findings:
The October 24, 1997 submittal does not fulfill the requirements of this section.

The permittee must provide the following, prior to approval of the submittal, in
accordance with the requirements of:

R645-301-542.600

The permittee must revise the plan to provide for the reclamation of the access
roads to the degassification wells.

BONDING AND INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 800; R645-301-800, et seq.

Analysis:
Determination of bond amount

The permittee drilled 2 holes--designated 97-30-5-DG and 97-30-2A-DG-- during
the Fall of 1997. The holes were drilled as exploration holes under an exploration permit and
were drilled within the permit area. Now, however, the permittee intends to case and cap the
holes and use them as degassification wells to remove gas from caved gob areas within the mine.
As degassification wells, the holes will no longer be treated as exploration holes. Thus, both the
wells and the roads created to access them must be included within the disturbed area and subject
to the same regulatory requirements, including final reclamation, as other operational surface
facilities.

The submittal made for the degassification wells says that they are bonded
through BLM and that no further reclamation bonding is necessary. However, only exploration
holes and their appurtenant access roads are exempt from bonding under the Utah coal rules.
Since the degassification wells are to be operational facilities, both the wells and the access roads
must be reclaimed and a bond must be posted for the anticipated cost of that reclamation.

Findings:
The October 24, 1997 submittal does not fulfill the requirements of this section.

The permittee must provide the following, prior to approval of the submittal, in
accordance with the requirements of:

R645-301-542.800, R645-301-820.100
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The permittee must revise the plan to include an estimate of the cost of reclaiming
the degassification wells and the access roads. Furthermore, the permittee must revise the
reclamation bond, if necessary, to cover this additional reclamation cost.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the permittee correct the deficiencies set forth in the
Technical Analysis above before the Division can approve this amendment.
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