il ()/

Nz

IPYIFNFIOND

0024

=H4l)

Sun Advocate Price, Utah -- Tuesday, September 8, 1998 18

L1 °Ld3S AVQIE

Cvprus Plateau Mlnmg advancmg mto the 21St centurv

3y Jackie Anderson
Staff reporter

Tuesday aftemoon Kevm
Ashby and I were afforded a

7 the new longwall, up
a3 ning, in the Willow
Creek Mine. Our guide was

Menco Copinga, canstructlon
foreman.

Rumors in the commu.ruty .
indicate that there are prob- -

lems with the new longwall,
and that Willow Creek Mine

may be in trouble. We wanted

to see for ourselves. What we
saw was extremely encourag-
1ng

‘We traveled 40 cross cuts’
into the mine to reach the
longwall. Copinga peinted out
the lack of refuge in the tun-
nels, expressing the pride the
company feels in the cleanli-
ness of their mine environ-
ment.

We arrived at shift change,
and witnessed the smooth
transition from one crew io
another. We were also able to

the sheer make a full
| and dowr the 750 foot
i: of the wall. The new
longwall is 250 feet longer
than the old one at Star Point.
Kevin and 1 were both
immidieatly struck with the
relative quiet of the new long-
wall, -

The mine-officials with whorn

we talked do not deny there’

have been set backs. It took
longer. than ‘expected to mine

through rock and reach a point

where the lorigwall could be in-

stalled and begin production.’

There have also been bugs to
work ot with the new, comput-

erlzed hlghly technical lcmg—»
wall. )

“This is gur fi rst run, and

naturally there are going to be’
problems,” states Copinga. He '

pointed out that we were not
the only visiting hard hatsin the

-mine. The longwall was engi-

neered and built’ in England,

and purchased through Joy’

Manufacturing. Both had teams
present during cur visit, work-
ing tcgether with Cyprus

Plateau to iron out problems. -
“We are dedicated togetting the .

longwall running at capacity,”

Copinga assured uis. The wall is”;
currently running at only 407

percent capacity. Meantimie,

the mine at Star Point contin-’
ues.to make up the production :

difference.
The most productive shift to

date produced 11 thousand tons -

in ten hours. At full capacity, the

wall should produce 20 thou- -

sand tons in a day, according to

John Boylen, vice president

and general manager. -
Budgeted production should

average five million tons per
year: with a designed annual
maximum capacity of seven mil-
lion tons.

Gther challenges umque to

the Willow Creek mine include
the steep lift, extensive belt line,
high levels of methane gas and
heavy overburden, up to. two
thousand feet in some places,
according to Copiniga. .

’ Whilewewetethere,wéhadthe N

privilege of- experiencing sev-
eral light “bounces,”

sure of the overburden com-

pressing seams of coal into the -
open space of mine shafts where

resistance no longer exists. We
were assured by crew members
that the bounces we experi-
enced were minor, which may
account for the comment by

Capinga that Jongwall miners

are a-special breed.
Projected p]ant recovery ab

full production (longwall and *

continuous miner) should aver-

.age 95 percent. The shipped
-product quality will have a heat-

ing value of 12,200 BTU, 9.0
percent ash, 8.5 percent mois-
ture, and 0.5 percent sulfur. -
The mine currently operates
three continuous mining units.
They are expected to produce
approximately 1.5 million tons.
The new Joy longwall system is
expected to produce 3.5million

‘tons per year.

the pres- .

Afternoon shift’ unpiugs the cénveyer belt on the new 32 million doliar Iongwaii at Willow

In addition to bemg a \nable
coal operation, the mine provide
economic stimutation to the com-
munity for at least the next two
decades. Since its inception, the
mine has boosted the local

-economy by providing more

than 3,100 direct and indirect
jobs; more than $6.8 million in
household incomeé; $35.8 mil-
lien in equipment, materials
and services purchased; more
than $1.7 million in sales tax in
Utah; and more than $2.4 mil-

lion in federal mineral royalties

received by the state of Utah.
The reserve base of the new

operation exceeds 80 million’

reeoverable ‘tons -of low sulfur,

high volatile hltummous coal,
with an additional 50 million
tens under deeper overburden.

The mine is stratégically lo-
cated on the main line of the
Union Pacific railroad near
Helper. The mine utilizes are-

designed and rencvated prepa-

ration plant with a capacity of
1,250 to 1,500 tons per hour

The plant is capable of full wash. .

or bypass of the coal allowing
varying degrees of quality te
meet the customers needs.
Washing the coal provides a vi-
tal competitive and qualify ad-
vantage over other local suppli-
ers for the export market.

ngh standards and bést.

practmes have been lnstituted
across the company to make
Willow Creek a truly world
class operation, the manage-
ment and employees are com-
mitted to meeting the chal-
lenge and setting the stan-

*-RS20 Sims Control Unit for
automated shieid_s.

|
i
‘_

.
i
|

o TpT———

Fele ;ec//qa‘ca/o 2€

72




The crusher reduces coal to six inch to one foot pieces and the stage Ioader then Ioads
it ontothe conveyer belt to be taken to the tlpple “

Tail gate shield man,
J.R. Wells, (left}
heads for the bath-
house after finishing
day shift.

Menko Capinga
“discusses. shietd
performance with
visiting Joy Manu-
facturing represen-
tative, {bottom, far
left).

Chris Jensen,
one of only two
women presently
employed under-
ground, by the Wil-
low Creek mine,
takes a breather
while Ernest
Martinez looks on,
(bottom, left).

Ben Bradey and
Steve Manzanares
hook up the remote
controls for the
sheer to their light
batteries in prepara-
tion for running the
sheer, (bottom).




- Willow Creek gets:

By KEVIN ASHBY
Bun Advocate publisher

Yes, Virginia! There really is
down there! ’

T was invited to tour the new
Willow Creek Mine tast week
partly to show off the new facil-
ity that witl cost well over $150
mxlhnnandpartl\,. to show usthat
miners are starting to see toal
coming out the convevor belts

- rather thanhuge amounts of rock.

According to Jobn Boylen
there was 2 time when all three
continuous miners were mining
mostly rock and that was hard on
the morale of the miners. There
was lots of speculation and rumer
and few answers for a time.

What happened?

Well, the sample core drilling
from up above the mine was in-
creased and the cores showed
plenty of coal, but with some un-
expected rock formations in the
middle. For this reasen, tons of
rock had to be removed before
entering back into the rich 18 foct
coal seams that they new were
there they just had to be found.
So new maps were developed and
once again coal is being mined
and morale is improving.

In fact, in the prep plant where
the coal is washed and prepared

- for the fina! delivery into train
" cars, crews expect a 91 to B2 per-
cent recovery rabe this weel which
is excellent for any mine: In other

words, this is coal with very little |

rock or ash as it is called. In fact,
if they can keep it this high much
of the prep plant can be bypassed
which makes the coal even more
affordable.

The mine is a show piece for
mines., Everything is new from
the clothes that were issued tothe
new belt delivery system that isa
grand iotal of T2 inches wide,
That is a belt that can handle up
to 5,000 tons of coal an hour. They

#ill need this kind of capacity. .

when the new long wall is up and

running sometime in July. The ™’
lifeof a belt is approximately five” :
to six years depending on the

ere in now, Next will be the K
seamn where there isabout three
years of coal mining. This séam

18 toward Kennelworth and al- .

réady dewatering permits are
being pursued,

After the K seam will come
the A seam and ahout ten more
years of coal mining. That is
important when you take into
consideration 300 employees
and $22 million in annuat pay-

roll and benefits. That breaks .
down to about $75, pgo per :

employee,

The cost of constiuction at
well over $100 million malkes
the Willow Creek mine the larg-
est underground mine currently

under development in 't,ha_

United States.

Cyprus Plateau Mmmg‘

Corp. consists of the Willow
Creek and Start Point under-
ground coal mines, Star Point
completed their longwall min-

make. " |
- There is an intense computer
system that is fed by fiber optic
" lines from inside the mine, Op-
erators can observe the conditions
of akmost everything in the mine
down to temperature, traffic, air
flows and telephone calls.
Anew pager system is installed
where each miner has a unigue
pager number. The Personai
Emergency Deviee system is be-
ing used where key emnployees are
hooked up with this radio trans-
mitter that makes their head lamp
flash when there is a ezll.
A brand new longwall is start-
ing to be stored near the portal
of the mine that is also bringing

smiles to the miners as they an- |

ticipate mining huge amounts of
coal. The longwall will allow the

mine to produce an expected.5 ..
million tons of coal a year. That is *.

their goal and right now they are
& long way from that goal, -

Presentiy about three trains a
week are being loaded with Wil
low Creek coal. But in a few more
months that nuroher will jump to
three traing aday.

Willow Creek mine is expectad
to bein production for the next
20 to 25 years. There is an esti-
mated 80 to 85 million ton of coal
left to be mined.

1t will take shout five years to
mine the coal in the seam they

it L igs

segura.

A constant air flow to the face of the mine is very. important.
Hers, employeas extend the air ducts after the roof bolts are

ing in the third quarter of 1997
and will continue to operate at

4 reduced production level us-

ing continuous miners.

* Production from both mines
is transported by rail to utility
customers primarily in the West
and West Coast ports for export
to Pacifie Rim utility markets,
primarily in Japan.

* People from all over the
worid have been an tour of the
new facility. While we were
teuring, two other groups were
preparing to enter the mine.

There ia still a lot of festing go- .
ing on as stress on the coal’

seams are studied to project fu-
ture safety precautions. Other
groups just want to see the
progress of what is becoming a
very famons mine.

Local groups are also invited
to come and see first hand the
progress af the mine and espe-
cially the coal that is really there.

reaaly for long w

Arcof balt is glued into place by Les Mortensen. Roaf bolxs
mesh allow for safe working conditions in mines. Water is usec
“process. A metal raof bolt is inserted intc a glue wrap and the
the hale. The twisting mixes the two resins that holds the rnd

A picture of the 72-inch belt that can dsliver up 1o 5,500 1
Pictured arg John Boyten and Mel Mosier.

This Is an undergound break and tunch room, not quite tail eno

T!-ns sthe rnlner brl ussn‘ DF'I the ccntlnuous miniry m&  put comfortable to eatir.






