United States Department of the Interior ~ SEP -2 9%
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT § T Fon oy e
Price Field Office . T
125 South 600 West
Price, Utah 84501 3482
SL-046652
UTU-73975
(UT-070)
Certified Mail--Return Receipt Requested '
Certificate No. Z 580 925 456
SEP -7 1999
Mr. Tom Hurst
Mining Engineer
Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Creek Mine !
847 Northwest Highway 191 AC "y / S ,
Helper, Utah 84526 ! / /0(’91 C?;}é/
Re:  Minor Modification to Resource Recovery and Protection Plan (R2P2), Longwall zr,l'/ 2N
Development Around Fire Area, Willow Creek Mine 7
- //)q*/- Y an
Dear Mr. Hurst: yan /{[ r C}/"- <
- ,(_;J-vﬁwa/ ,@% { At

On May 28, 1999, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received a request from Platgau %}f”fffg/
Mining Corporation (Plateau) to modify the approved R2P2 for the subject mine. This written et

request summarized the proposed changes required to bring the mine back into production
following the November 1998 mine fire. The requested modification is for the D-1 through D-8

longwall block, the northwest longwall block, and accompanying development entries located on
Federal coal lease UTU-73975.

Plateau requests to recover the longwall equipment and isolate the D-1 gob area by sealing off
the current longwall face after equipment removal and mining an offset D-2 tailgate entry to form
a narrow D-2 panel with a fire barrier to the D-1 gob. In addition, the main D seam bleeder will
be extended around the D-1 gob which would allow for the for the remaining D Northeast panels
to be lengthened. D-7 and D-8 panels are planned to be lengthened by adding a 140-acre lease
modification to the north boundary of the existing Federal lease UTU-73975. Also, the D

Northwest submains will be moved further south which will add some extra length to the
northwest longwall panels.

v

Plateau’s need to isolate and recover the longwall machine from the fire area and prepare the
mine for future longwall mining is given as justification for the modification. The changes to future

D Northeast longwall panels and the location of the D Northwest submains are the result of new
geologic information from recent drilling.

Upon our review, the changes requested to return the mine to full production after the mine fire
are justified. The current D-1 longwall face, where the fire occurred, cannot be further mined as
the chances are too great that the gob could reignite should ventilation be re-established: The
remaining D-1 panel cannot be mined because the remaining coal block to the channel
scour/seam split would be too short, as a fire barrier would be required to the oid longwall face.
Also, the tailgate entries were fire damaged beyond practical repair for much of the length of the
remaining panel. We also concur with the new D-2 tailgate offset as this would allow for

« //_\\/—‘ ‘/



extraction of the full length but narrowed D-2 panel and still isolate the D-1 gob. The remainder
of the changes involve extension of the D-1 through D-8 longwall block with the associated
bleeders and with the new D Northwest submains which will allow extra length to the northwest
longwall panels. The resulting conditions from the mine fire that made these modifications
necessary have been well documented and verified.

The BLM has determined that the proposed modification complies with the Mineral Leasing Act
of 1920, as amended, the regulations at 43 CFR 3480, the lease terms and conditions, and will
achieve maximum economic recovery of the Federal coal. Plateau’s revised R2P2, as depicted
on the enclosed map, is approved as submitted, subject to any requirements of the Mine Health
and Safety Administration. The mining layouts in the two north lease modification areas are
approved, contingent upon the issuance of the lease modifications. Also, a general modification
is granted to place the D Northwest submains at the limits of acceptable coal height. This
approval confirms verbal approval given to resume mining in the bleeders, the D-2 headgate, and
the offset D-2 tailgate.

If you have any questions, please contact Stephen Falk of my staff at (435) 636-3600.

Sincerely,

/% THOMAS E. RASMUSSEN

F Richard L. Manus
acting 9" Field Manager

Enclosure
Approved Mine Map

cc: UT-921, SD, Utah (w/encl.)
Utah Division of Qil Gas and Mining
© 1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801 (w/encl.)
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PLATEAU Y347 N iy 197
MINING Helper, Utah 84526

435) 472-0475
CORPORATION Fax: 5435; 472-4780

September 10, 1999 e e
' ; RECEIVED

i ‘ e
Ms. Pamela Grubaugh-Littig SEP 1 0 1999
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple, Ste 1210

— OF OlL J
P.O. Box 145801 15 & MNING PRICE UTAH
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

Re: Permit Amendme Resource Recoven vut%.mll‘m&i n¥on Re
ining Corporation, Willow Creek Miné, ACT/007/038, Carbon'County ah

Dear Ms. Grubaugh-Littig: /”‘””/% OZ/ Cﬁ% %/N

Plateau Mining Corporation (PMC) is planning to mine and recover Btu resources from the :
Schoolhouse Canyon refuse.pile at its Willow Creek Mine. This amendment is being submitted (
following Mr. Daron R. Haddogk’s decision and guidance letter dated August 26, 1999. X
In reviewing pertinent sections of the MRP to modify, only the engineering section of the Willow Creek
Mine permit required modifying.

~

The significant changes to the Willow Creek Mine permit apply or do not apply to the following:
Item 1- R645-301-100, Legal and Financial. Not applicable.

Item 2 - R645-301-200, Soils. Not applicable. The amendment does not intent to harvest nor place
topsoil in the operational stage. With respect to reclamation, the removing of coal from the refuse pile
will result in a minor saving of topsoil required since the refuse pile height will reduced. The current
reclamation plan addresses the resoiling requirements of the refuse pile.

With respect to reseeding the exposed soils on the slopes following the removal of the Btu resource, the
soil will be roughened, seeded, and hydromulched with a tackifier as discussed with Mr. Bob
Davidison.

Item 3 - R645-301-300, Biology. Not applicable. Since the proposed amendment involves an active
operation within the disturbed area, no vegetation removal is required and no seeding of disturbed area
is required during the operational stage. The current reclamation plan addresses the revegetation
requirements of the refuse pile.

Item 4 - R645-301-400, Land Use and Air Quality. Not applicable. The current Willow Creek Mine
Air Quality Approval Order covers all existing activities and their point source and fugitive emission
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Ms. Pamela Grubaugh-Littig
September 10
Page 2

sources. However, since this amendment proposes the addition of mobile sizing and geparating
components, the contractor will be required to have the proper air permits for the equipment brought
onto the Willow Creek Mine site.

Item S - R645-301-500, Engineering. Applicable. The amendment addresses the mining plan on the
refuse pile. Refer to amended text for additional details.

Regarding the matter of reclamation, since the size of the refuse pile will be reduced, the scope of
reclamation will involve a smaller refuse pile. This will be reflected in minimizing the height of the
refuse pile and will not mutually change the refuse pile surface area covered in the current approved
plan.

The existing Willow Creek refuse pile and MRP currently address the storage, placement, and
compaction of the material on the refuse pile. The pile has been stable for over 20 years with no mass
movement as documented in the quarterly inspections. The pile is stable, meets the 2:1 slope
requirements, and maintains an MSHA berm. The drainage system remains unchanged and meets the
design criteria for the 100 year-6 hour event. All runoff from the refuse pile reports to pond 13. The
pile is maintained to provide positive drainage that precludes impoundment of water.

Quarterly P.E. certifications confirm that the performance standards are maintained and validate that
the design is more than adequate, since there has not been any refuse pile failures.

Item 6 - R645-301-600, Geology. Not applicable. Issues concerning the acidity/toxicity of the coal is
addressed in the approved plan in the confidential volume.

Item 7 - R645-301-700, Hydrology. Not applicable. The proposed amendment on both the operational
and reclamation phases does not change any of the diversions, sediment controls, etc. Since the surface
area of the refuse pile will remain substantially unchanged, the need for alterations regarding hydrology
is not required.

Item 8 - R645-301-800, Bonding. Not applicable. Since the existing approved reclamation plan '
addresses the reclamation of the current configured refuse pile, the proposed amendment vyould slightly
reduce the reclamation cost. However, this amendment does not propose any bond reduction.

Therefore, the proposed amendment meets the major SMCRA policy of coal recovery in an
environmentally sensitive manner. The amendment is advantageous and conducive to: 1) coal
recovery; 2) reducing the scope of reclamation on the refuse pile; and 3) the best interest of the
environment.

AML fees will be paid when the recovered coal is processed and shipped from the Willow Creek Mine.
The AML fees will be accounted for using current PMC accounting methods.



Ms. Pamela Grubaugh-Littig
September 10
Page 3

C1 and C2 forms are provided with the appropriate page revisions. If you have any questions or need
additionally information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (435) 472-4741.

Sincerely,

Johnny Pappas
Sr. Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Pete Hess - PFO w/enclosures

File: Schoolhouse Refuse Pile Mining
Chrono: JP990202.1tr



] .
Ol M- Last Revised September 999
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APPLICATION FOR PERMIT PROCESSING
| Permit Change ® li New Permit O “ Renewal O “ Transfer O 1lrExploration o “ Bond Release O Permit Number: ACT/007/038
Title of Proposal: Mining of Schoolhouse Canyon Refuse Pile to Recover Btu Resources Mine: Willow Creek Mine
| Permittee: Plateau Miningorp.

Description, include reason for application and timing required to implement:

To allow mining of refuse pile at the Willow Creek Mine

Instructions: Iryou answer yes to any of the first 8 questions (gray), submit the application to the Salt Lake Office. Otherwise, you may submit it to your reclamation specialist.

O Yes ® No 9. Is the application submitted as a result of a Violation? NOV #

O Yes ® No | 10. Is the application submitted as a result of other laws or regulations or policies? Explain:

O Yes ® No 11. Does the application affect the surface landowner or change the post mining land use?

O Yes ® No 12. Does the application require or include underground design or mine sequence and timing? (Modification of R2P27)

O Yes No | 13. Does the application require or include collection and reporting of any baseline information?

O Yes ® No | 14. Could the application have any effect on wildlife or vegetation outside the current disturbed area?

O Yes ® No | 15. Does application require or include soil removal, storage or placement?

O Yes ® No | 16. Does the application require or include vegetation monitoring, removal or revegetation activities?

O Yes X No 17. Does the application require or include construction, modification, or removal of surface facilities?

O Yes ® No | 18. Does the application require or include water monitoring, sediment or drainage control measures?

O Yes ®No | 19. Does the application require or include certified designs, maps, or calculations?

O Yes ® No | 20. Does the application require or include subsidence control or monitoring?

O Yes ® No | 21. Have reclamation costs for bonding been provided for?

O Yes ® No | 22. Does application involve a perennial stream, a stream buffer zone or discharges to a stream?

C Yes ® No | 23. Does the application affect permits issued by other agencies or permits issued to other entities?

® Attach 3 complete copies of the application. 2 copies to Salt Lake Office and 1 copy to Price Field Office

I hereby certify that I am a responsible official of the applicant and that the information contained in this appllcmon is true
andcomect!olhebeltofmymfonmhonandbchefmnllmpectwnhmehmofUuhm fi to
dertakings, and obligations, herein. (R645-301-123)




“Fom DOGM?- C2 (Last Revised September 10, 1999) ‘ . File Foldet#

Application for Permit Change
Detailed Schedule of Changes to the Perm

| Permit Number: ACT/007/038 ?
— e
| Mine: Willow Creek Mine _
_ ermittee: P]atu Mining Co p.

Provide a detailed listing of all changes to the mining and reclamation plan which will be required as a result of this proposed permit
change. Individually list all maps and drawings which are to be added, replaced, or removed from the plan. Include changes of the
table of contents, section of the plan, pages, or other information as needed to specifically locate, identify and revise the exiting mining
and reclamation plan. Include page, section and drawing numbers as part of the description.

Title of Change: Mining of Schoolhouse Canyon Refuse Pile to Recover Btu Resources

DESCRIPTION OF MAP, TEXT, OR MATERIALS TO BE CHANGED
X ADD 00 REPLACE O REMOVE | Exhibit 19, Figure 3.4-11

DADD | XREPLACE | OREMOVE | Exhibit 19, Section 3.4, Pages 3.4-iv, 3.4-v, 3.4-1 through 3.4-12
} O ADD | X REPLACE 00 REMOVE | Section 4.5, Pages 4.5-16, 4.5-18 through 22, 4.5-32, 4.5-45, and 4.5-52

i O ADD O REPLACE 0O REMOVE “

i O ADD 0 REPLACE O REMOVE

| 0ADD | O REPLACE O REMOVE

| 0 ADD | O REPLACE O REMOVE

i O ADD 0 REPLACE 8 REMOVE
=

i Any other specific or special instructions required for insertion of this proposal into the Mining and Reclamation Plan?

| September 10, 1999




