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ine rescue teams compete in spite of Tuesdays explosion

- spending Tuesday as backup help at the scene of the Willow Creek disaster,
1bers of the Energy West mine rescue team compete at the rescue training
it hosted by the College of Eastern Utah on Wednesday. Many competing teams
ed votes of confidence to the members of the Willow Creek rescue squad for
* efforts and accuracy at the very real mine disaster Tuesday. Rescue team

members stressed the importance of the training and of competing annually. The
teams get to know one another quite well during the competitions and are then
able to back each other up in times of disaster with the trust that has been devel-
oped. The contest on the CEU campus in Price has attracted competing mine res- |
cue teams from Alabama, Colorado and throughout Utah.

lillow Creek explosion kills two miners

qwed from page 1A

nated no residents from
ar or the surrounding areas
ving incident.

slper police chief George
antakis explained Tuesday
ingthat Utah Highway Patrol
bringing in a Hazmat trailer
mitor carbon dioxide levels in
elper area for as long as nec-

V.

ldressing the fatal accident,
A indicated that an unidenti-
shift foreman was reportedly
apting to put out a small igni-
inside Willow Creek with a
ible fire extinguisher when a
ccurred in the mine’s gob.

1e cave-in forced hydrocar-
nethane gas into the longwall

ultimately caused the under-

_ground explosion.

When the July 31 accident oc-
curred, 84 Willow Creek employ-
ees and 15 contract workers were
inside the mine, according to the
federal agency. The Willow Creek
labor force totaled 323 mine em-
ployees, including 241 under-
ground workers. The mine em-
ploys a total of 27 contract work-
ers.

“We are a tight community and
when this kind of tragedy occurs

it hits us all close to home,” said
Carbon County Sheriff James
Cordova, one of the many emer-
gency personnel to respond to the
accident. )

“My condolences go out to the
families of those who died and to
the injured. I talked to one of the
victims as he was brought out and
the magnitude of what happened
hit me like a fist in the gut. This
impacts every member of the com-
munity. If there is anything the
sheriff’s office can do to assist

these families we would hope they
will let us know,” said Cordova.

The mine has been sealed. RAG
Human Resource Manager Ron
Spangler said it is too early to as-
sess the possibility of mine recla-
mation.

Moniforing of the underground
facility showed the environment to
be stable Wednesday morning said
Willow Creek Mine Manager John
Borla. It is unknown at this time
when an attempt will be made to
enter the mine.




