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PLATEAU Willow Creek Mine
MINING P.O. Box 30
CORPORATION 847 NW HWY 191
Helper, Utah 84526
(435)472-0475
Fax: (435)472-4782
June 10, 2004

Mr. Daron R. Haddock M
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (F—

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210 / 10635
P.O. Box 145801 Chpe7l -
Nk 10H, 5

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801
Re: Gravel Canyon Topsoil Stockpile Reclamation Scenarios, Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Creek Mine, C/007/038, Carbon County, Utah

Dear Mr. Haddock:

Plateau Mining Corporation (PMC) is herewith submitting a couple of reclamation scenarios for the G*r.avel
Canyon Topsoil Stockpile. The reclamation scenarios are presented in addition to the approved scenario
based on volume of material removed.

PMC’s additional scenarios address the current status where approximately 37,000 cubic yards has been
removed and another scenario where approximately 65,000 cubic yards, in total, are removed. PMC
presents the postmining topography and treatment for each respective area along with the appropriate
drainage and alternative sediment control calculations demonstrating compliance with Utah’s R645 Coal
Rules.

The only reason PMC would need to recover additional soils from Gravel Canyon is if it can not generate
sufficient quantities within the mine site area necessary to satisfy the highwall backfilling plan. Whether it
is 37,000 or 65,000 cubic yards, or somewhere in-between, the final volume removed from Gravel Canyon
will be properly addressed in the as-builts prepared for Phase I Bond Release. As-built topography will be
generated via aerial flyover using 2-foot contour intervals within the disturbed area.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Mine # Q‘/ 007 /00?%’

File N coming
Johnny’Pappas Record# (DO 7T
Sr. Environmental Engineer Doc. Date __{,-10-0Y

Recd. Date (_‘,«1'7—0'4
Enclosures RECEIVED

JUN 1.7 2004

DIV. OF OIL, GAS & MINING

File: Willow Creck Mine — Gravel Canyon
Chron.: JP040603.1tr
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APPLICATION FOR COAL PERMIT PROCESSING

Permit Change New Permit [ ] Renewal [] Exploration ] Bond Release [ ] Transfer [ ]

Permittee: Plateau Mining Corporation

Mine: Willow Creek Mine

Permit Number:

Title: _Gravel Canyon Topsoil Stockpile Reclamation Scenarios

C/007/038

Description, Include reason for application and timing required to implement:
Reclamation scenarios based on volume removed

Instructions: If you answer yes to any of the first eight (gray) questions, this application may require Public Notice publication.

[JYes[XINo 1. Change in the size of the Permit Area? Acres: __ Disturbed Area: ___  [] increase [] decrease.
OvesXINo 2. Isthe application submitted as a result of a Division Order? DO#
[JYesXINo 3. Does the application include operations outside a previously identified Cumulative Hydrologic Impact Area?
[JYes(XINo 4. Does the application include operations in hydrologic basins other than as currently approved?
O YesXINo 5. Does the application result from cancellation, reduction or increase of insurance or reclamation bond?
[] Yes DI No 6. Does the application require or include public notice publication?
[J YesXINo 7. Does the application require or include ownership, control, right-of-entry, or compliance information?
Yes []No 8. Is proposed activity within 100 feet of a public road or cemetery or 300 feet of an occupied dwelling?
[ Yes(XINo 9. Is the application submitted as a result of a Violation? NOV #
[ Yes XINo 10. Is the application submitted as a result of other laws or regulations or policies?

Explain:
[ Yes XINo 11. Does the application affect the surface landowner or change the post mining land use?
[OJYesBXINo 12. Does the application require or include underground design or mine sequence and timing? (Modification of R2P2)
[] Yes (X No  13. Does the application require or include collection and reporting of any baseline information?
[J YesXINo 14. Could the application have any effect on wildlife or vegetation outside the current disturbed area?
Yes []No 15. Does the application require or include soil removal, storage or placement?
Yes []No 16. Does the application require or include vegetation monitoring, removal or revegetation activities?
Yes [ I1No 17. Does the application require or include construction, modification, or removal of surface facilities?
Yes []No 18. Does the application require or include water monitoring, sediment or drainage control measures?
Yes []No 19. Does the application require or include certified designs, maps or calculation?
[0 Yes XINo 20. Does the application require or include subsidence control or monitoring?
[J Yes [XINo 21. Have reclamation costs for bonding been provided?
[J Yes[XINo 22. Does the application involve a perennial stream, a stream buffer zone or discharges to a stream?
[0 Yes XINo  23. Does the application affect permits issued by other agencies or permits issued to other entities?

Please attach four (4) review copies of the application. If the mine is on or adjacent to Forest Service land please submit five
S) copies, thank you. (These numbers include a copy for the Price Field Office)

Thereby certify that I am a responsible official of the applicant and that the information contained in this application is true and correct to the best of my information
and belief in all respects with the laws of Utah in reference to commitments, undertakings, and obligationg, herein.

Jouw

Print Name

48

j/ , S v, L5 pee -~
S

apé/Position, Date /

C/12/vf

BARBARA METELKO
NOTARY PUBLIC STATE o UTAH

Notary Publi s 100 WEST 200 NORTH
My commission Expires: l)TR&%W 20,2007 3 HELPER, UTAH 84526
Attest:  State of ~ : 90-
s smeor LD T COM. EXPIRES 3202007
For Office Use Only: Assigned Tracking Received by Oil, Gas & Mining
Number:

RECEIVED

JUN 1.7 2004
DiV. OF OIL, GAS & MINING

Form DOGM- C1 (Revised March 12, 2002)




APPLICATION FOR COAL PERMIT PROCESSING
Detailed Schedule Of Changes to the Mining And Reclamation Plan

Permittee: Plateau Mining Corporation
Mine: Willow Creek Mine Permit Number: C/007/038

Title: Gravel Canyon Topsoil Stockpile Reclamation Scenarios

Provide a detailed listing of all changes to the Mining and Reclamation Plan, which is required as a result of this proposed permit
application. Individually list all maps and drawings that are added, replaced, or removed from the plan. Include changes to the table
of contents, section of the plan, or other information as needed to specifically locate, identify and revise the existing Mining and
Reclamation Plan. Include page, section and drawing number as part of the description.

DESCRIPTION OF MAP, TEXT, OR MATERIAL TO BE CHANGED
[ Add Replace [JRemove Exhibit 19, Section 3.6 (Gravel Canyon), pages 3.6-ii,iii,iv

[JAdd [XReplace [JRemove _Exhibit 19, Section 3.6, Pages 3.6-4 to 3.6-16

[dAdd [XReplace [JRemove Exhibit 19, Section 3.6, Table 3.6-4, 3.6-5, 3.6-6

Add  [JReplace [JRemove Exhibit 19, Section 3.6, Appendix 3.6B - Reclamation Filter Design

(] Add Replace [ ]Remove Exhibit 19, Section 3.6, Appendix 3.4C - Reclamation Alternative Sediment Controls

Exhibit 3.6-4, Gravel Canyon Postmining Reclamation Topography, Treatment and Cross-
Add [JReplace []Remove Section Map

(OJAdd [OReplace [JRemove

O Add [OReplace [JRemove

(JAdd [JReplace []JRemove

[JAdd [JReplace []Remove

[(JAdd [JReplace []Remove

(JAdd [OJReplace []Remove

(OAdd [OReplace []Remove

[JAdd [OReplace [JRemove

OAdd [OReplace []JRemove

Add [JReplace [JRemove

[OJAdd [JReplace []Remove

[OAdd [OReplace []JRemove

OAdd [OReplace []JRemove

{JAdd [JReplace [JRemove

[OJAdd [JReplace []Remove

[(JAdd [OJReplace []Remove

(JAdd [JReplace []JRemove

[OJAdd [JReplace []Remove

{O0Add [OReplace []Remove

(OAdd [JReplace []Remove

(OAdd [JReplace []Remove

[JAdd [OReplace []Remove

Any other specific or special instruction required for insertion of this proposal into the Received by Oil, Gas & Mining
Mining and Reclamation Plan.
RECEIVED
JUN 1.7-2004

DIV. OF OIL, GAS & MINING

Form DOGM - C2 (Revised March 12, 2002)




Exhibit 19
Chapter 3, Section 3.6
Gravel Canyon

SECTION 3.6

GRAVEL CANYON
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Exhibit 19
Chapter 3, Section 3.6
Gravel Canyon

Diversion GCD-1 conveys the runoff from an undisturbed area (7.81 acres). The peak
discharge, based on a 10-year 6-hour storm event, is 2.01 cfs. The design discharge will flow
at a maximum depth of approximately 0.6 feet along the flatter reaches of the diversion, and
at a velocity of approximately 6.3 feet per second along the steepest reach of the diversion.
The existing diversion has adequate freeboard provided above the design flow depth.

Diversion GCD-2, along the south side of ancillary road A-1, collects runoff from both
disturbed and undisturbed areas and channels it to the ditch along US Highway 6. This
diversion also prevents runoff from crossing road A-1. The peak design flow from the 9.6 acre
watershed is 2.66 cfs. The geometry of the diversion is summarized in Table 3.6-2 (Exhibit
19).

Berm ACB-1 is constructed along the north side of road A-1 to contain the storm runoff
that falls on the road. For simplicity of design, the berm was designed to contain the runoff
from all of watershed GCWS-D1. The minimum berm geometry is summarized in Table 3.6-3
(Exhibit 19).

3.6-3(2) Alternative Sediment Controls

There are no sediment ponds in Gravel Canyon. Currently the area is revegetated and

thus no alternative sediment control structures are necessary.

3.6-4 Reclamation Plan

The reclamation work in Gravel Canyon will be done contemporaneously with the
disturbance of the site. After material is taken from an area within the site, the area will be
graded for overland flow and the site revegetated. The site will not be ready for final

reclamation until all of the disturbed area sites in the €astle—Gate

¢ Mine are

reclaimed.

A total of approximately 97,000 cubic yards of resoiling material is available for use based

on the postmining topography shown on Exhibit 3.6-3 (Exhibit 19).

007/004 3.6-4
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topogra n Exhi
Table 3.6-6 and Figure 3.6-5 (Exhibit 19) for the 87,000
summary and the grading cut/fill grid, respectively.

See

The land use for this area is wildlife habitat.

3.6-4(1) Reclamation Work

The reclamation work consists of the following:

Demolition: Any crushing or screening facilities which may be used will be removed.
The existing retaining wall along US Highway 6 and 50 will also be removed.

Grading: Grading will be done to establish drainage and maximize the amount of
material to be used as resoiling material. Access road A-1 will be removed in the process. The
scheduling of the grading work will minimize the disturbance to the hydrologic balance. Prior
to the start of grading work, alternative sediment control structures will be installed.

The grading plan as shown in the postmining topography, Exhibit 3.6-3 &Hd 3.6+

pe

(Exhibit 19), meets the criteria set forth in R645-301-553, Backfilling and Grading. The

disturbed areas are graded to approximate the original contours by blending spoil into the
surrounding area which creates a landform which complements and resembles the surrounding
terrain. There are no cut slopes or highwalls within the disturbed area boundary.

Resoiling: The 5 acres of disturbance which are to be reclaimed were disturbed prior
to SMCRA. No topsoil was salvaged from the site. The existing soils at the site will be used

for resoiling material.

007/004 3.6-56
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Seeding and Mulching: The Upland Seed Mixture {Tabl
Creek Permit) will be used in Gravel Canyon. Fhe-seed—wil-be-mixed-with—a-smatt-amount

3.6-4(2) Reclamation Hydrology

Reclamation Channel Design: The reclamation channels were designed to approximate
the geometry of the natural stream channel. The natural channel sections were measured in
the field and approximated with a trapezoidal cross section. The reclamation channels were
designed with a 3H:1V side slope to provide channel stability. The hydraulic slope of each

channel was measured from the postmining topographic maps (Scale: 1" = 100').

007/004 3.6-6
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The natural streambed that exists upstream of the disturbed area in Gravel Canyon can
be considered ephemeral since it carries water only in direct response to a precipitation event,
or the melting of snow and ice, and is above the local water table. Ephemeral streams are
classified as carrying miscellaneous flows, per R645-301-742.330, which requires that
permanent diversions be sized for the 10-year 6-hour storm event. Thus, the reclamation
channels are designed to transport the peak discharge of a 10-year 6-hour precipitation event
of 1.4 inches (Miller et. al, 1973). Riprap sizing for these drainages was also based on the
peak discharge rates from the 10-year 6-hour precipitation event. A description of the
methods used to determine the peak discharge rates is presented in Chapter 7 (Exhibit 19).

The reclamation channel drainage areas for Gravel Canyon are presented on Exhibit 3.6-
3 (Exhibit 19). The large drainage areas not fully contained on Exhibit 3.6-3 (Exhibit 19) can
be found on Exhibit 3.4-8 (Exhibit 19).

Curve numbers for the undisturbed drainage areas were estimated from vegetation data
assumed to be similar to that of the Adit No.1 Canyon, as shown on Exhibit 9-1 (Exhibit 19).
Therefore the same curve number for the Adit No. 1 Canyon was used for the undisturbed area
of Gravel Canyon. A curve number of 75 was calculated for the undisturbed drainage areas
and a curve number of 80 was assumed for the reclaimed areas. Curve number calculations
are presented in Appendix 3.6B.

The following general approach was used during design of the reclamation channels:

o The design capacity of the ephemeral reclamation channels was based on the

10-year 6-hour storm and the minimum channel slope.

o Riprap was sized based on the 10-year 6-hour storm and the maximum channel
slope for ephemeral drainage channels.

o The roughness coefficient (Manning's "n") for riprapped channels was
determined according to the equation (Barfield et al., 1981):

n = 0.0395D,,"

where, n = Manning's roughness coefficient
D, = median riprap diameter (ft)

007/004 3.6-7
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Chapter 3, Section 3.6

Gravel Canyon

Designs are based on channel construction on fill. Where the reclamation
channel construction occurs on rock, riprap quantities will be reduced or
eliminated (depending on the competency of the rock).

Riprap sizing is based on the methodology presented in U.S. Department of
Transportation Hydraulic Engineering Circular No. 11 (1967).

When transitioning downstream from a steep channel slope to a flat channel
slope, the larger riprap from the steep section will be extended for 15 feet into
the channel section with the flatter slope to minimize erosion.

Riprap volumes were calculated assuming a thickness of 6 inches, or 2.0 times
the Dy, value, whichever is greater. The filter blanket volume for the main
channel was calculated assuming a filter thickness equal to one half the
thickness of the over-lying riprap, but not less than 6 inches (Barfield et al.,
1981).

Calculations regarding design of the Gravel Canyon reclamation channels are presented

in Appendix 3.6B. A summary of the reclamation channel design is presented in Table 3.6-4

(Exhibit 19).

The reclamation channels were designed to pass the peak discharge with a minimum

freeboard of 1 foot. It should be noted that those ephemeral channels designed based on the

10-year 6-hour storm will have adequate channel capacity to contain the 100-year 6-hour peak

discharge with no freeboard.

A detailed riprap and filter blanket design is net presented in

007/004
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Estimates for riprap and filter blanket volumes were prepared and are presented in Table

3.6-5 (Exhibit 19). Approximately 4-266

3.6-4(3) Alternative Sediment Control Measures

The reclamation plan calls for the disturbed area of Gravel Canyon to be regraded to
allow storm runoff to overland flow to the permanent reclamation channel. Incorporation of
sediment ponds and associated diversion ditches into the relatively small area of Gravel
Canyon would result in redisturbance of these areas when these structures are removed after
establishment of permanent vegetation. The use of a sediment pond would simply lengthen
the time necessary to establish permanent vegetation throughout the permit area. In addition,
a combination of alternative sediment control measures can achieve the same success in
preventing sediment transport on the reclaimed area. Therefore, ponds will not be used to
control sediment during Phase | of reclamation.

Castle Gate Mine proposes to employ the following alternative methods in varying

degrees to limit and control sediment runoff:

1.

007/004 3.6-9
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Based on Simons, Li & Associates (1983, Table 8.1), these methods constitute some

of the best available control technology for the purpose of mining reclamation.
h

Fhe-proposed & Alternative sediment control measures can be classified into three
categories: filtering structures, mechanical treatment, and surface protection measures.
Filtering structures inhibit runoff and sediment transport capacity by reducing flow velocity.
They also physically trap sediment in the filter openings while allowing water to pass through.
Mechanical treatment increases surface roughness thereby reducing overland flow velocity,
which minimizes the sediment transport capacity. Detaining some of the would-be runoff also
improves soil moisture for plant germination. Surface protection measures include mulching,
mulch binders, netting, and seeding. These measures are the most effective controls since
they minimize the amount of soil detached by raindrop impact, and thus limit soil loss at the

source. Surface protection measures also increase the surface roughness and increase water

infiltration into the ground.
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Mechanical treatment of slopes eftess-than—26%-will be performed by ripping and/or
D gougifig the soil to a depth of 18 inches to 24 inches. Ripper shank I, should be

spaced about seven feet apart, 0
slots four to ten inches wide.

tines—of—a—beaekhoe— Ripping |

s S &

g will loosen the soil and allow root

ness; and increase moisture storage. This will allow for

penetration]

quicker vegetation establishment, which will reduce erosion.

In regard to surface protection measures, fhéli

mtteh-by-wind— The mulch itself can significantly reduce the amount of sediment yield from

007/004 3.6-11
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an area (Simons, Li & Associates, 1983, p. 4.30) The mulch also helps retain moisture to
allow for seed germination. Based on a rainfall intensity factor of 0.61 inches per hour, the
minimum mulch application rate is 0.9 tons per acre to prevent mulch removal by rainfall
(Simon et al., 1983, Figure 4.14). The referenced figure assumes that no chemical binder will
be used. The intensity factor corresponds to a 10-year 6-hour storm event. Mulch, with a
tackifier, will be applied at the rate of 2,000 pounds per acre.

Permanent plant growth is the best method of controlling erosion from slopes,
according to Simons, Li & Associates (1983, p.4.44). Upon completion of the grading in

accordance with the plan depicted in Exhibit 3.6-3  &nd Exhibit 19),

e

=

of the soil, the reclaimed area will be seeded with grasses
forbs tegumes. Seeding will be performed at the appropriate time of the year in
consideration of available moisture for germination. Areas in which the seed does not

germinate will be reseeded.

Appendix 3.6C presents calculations that quantify the sediment yield that could be

These calculations were performed to compare the

i

The cumulative
implementation of each sediment control measure substantially reduces the amount of

sediment eroded from the reclaimed areas, to the point that the mulch

theoretically inhibits soil loss more effectively than the undisturbed ground cover. Since the
undisturbed areas contributing sediment to the stream channels thretgh-sittfenees-are larger

than the reclaimed areas, most of the sediment erosion will occur from the undisturbed areas.
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Whenever possible, a minimum of one method of sediment control will be in place

during reclamation construction. Upon completion of the grading and soil ripping, the

reclaimed area will be seeded and mulched using-either-hydromulching-or-straw-tacked-by-a

The possibility exists that a 10-year 6-hour storm (or larger) will occur during the
grading operation and before the alternative sediment control measures are in place. Although
every reasonable effort will be made to have at least one sediment control measure in place,
there may be a period of time when that is not feasible. However, the probability that a 10-
year event will occur during the construction period of approximately six months is only 5.1%
(Linsley and Frazini, 1979, Eq. 5-3). This probability is relatively small, and thus no special
measures will be taken to address this possibility.

The alternative sediment controls constructed during Phase—reclamation will be
inspected quarterly or after every major storm event. Observations made during these
inspections, as well as corrective actions taken, will be recorded. Corrections to any
weaknesses in the implementation of the sediment control plan will be remedied immediately
to prevent future silt runoff into the main stream channel. Corrective action will be taken

when sedimer

of vegetation establishment, or when the mulch and seed have been transported by wind or

overland flow. Corrective action will consist ofepairing/replacingor-adding-fitter-fabric-fences
as-necessaryreplacing-straw-bates;regrading of the ground surface only as necessary to fill

007/004 3.6-13
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Canyon—during—the—1989-1994—renewetperted—The following timetable can be used to

estimate the total amount of time needed to reclaim Gravel Canyon once the material to be

placed on the Preparation Plant Refuse Pile has been removed.

Phase{Reclamation
1. Demolition - Removal of structures Week 1-2
and roads

6-8. Seed bed preparation
4 and mulchingend-fertifizing

007/004 3.6-14
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Phase-iH—Reciamation

8-5. Vegetation and-Weter-Monitoring Until Bond Release

3.6-6 Transportation Facilities

Beltlines: There are no beltlines used in Gravel Canyon.

Roads: One ancillary road is used to access the Gravel Canyon Area. The road location
is shown on Exhibit 3.6-2 (Exhibit 19). A typical cross section is found on Figure 3.6-1
(Exhibit 19). The primary purpose of this road is to access the site by mine personnel in light
vehicles for inspection.

The ancillary road was constructed using non-toxic and non-acid bearing materials in
the road's surface. No embankments were constructed to support this ancillary road. The
side slopes of the road are revegetated. Erosion is controlled or prevented by channeling water
in ditches or overland flow. Small road ditches that convey flow from one acre or less may
use the minimum size of a generically designed diversion. A "generic" ditch must be a
minimum of 1.0 feet deep, triangular in cross section, have 2:1 horizontal to vertical side
slopes and be lined with a minimum D, equal to 2.5". This design assumes a curve number
of 90, one acre of drainage, a minimum channel slope of 2% and a maximum channel slope
of 15% (see Table 3.6-2, Exhibit 19). The road will be maintained by grading when necessary
to provide a driveable surface.

A primary road may be constructed for use when material is removed to cover the
refuse pile at the Castle Gate Preparation Plant site (see Figure 3.6-2, Exhibit 19). No

embankments will be needed to support this primary road. Erosion will be controlled or
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prevented by channelling water in ditches or by overland flow across side slopes which utilize
alternative sediment controls. The ditch design will be "generic" as described for ancillary road
A-1 above. The maximum road grade will be 5%. The road will be maintained by grading

when necessary to provide a driveable surface.
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TABLE 3.6-4

GRAVEL CANYON
RECLAMATION CHANNEL SUMMARY
Reclamation | Minimum Side Minimum | Minimum | Maximum | Freeboard | Maximum | Maximum Riprap
Channel Bottom Slopes Channel Bottom Flow (FT) Bottom Velocity Max D5,
Widfl} (H:V) Depth (FT) | Slope (%) | Depth (FT) Slope (%) (FT/S) (IN)
(FT)*
GCRD-1 ™' 3 3:1 1.5 2.0 0.43 1.07 25 6.7 4
(a) Minimum bottom width measured at minimum depth from top of channel.
®) Design based on 10-year 6-hour storm (Permanent structure fro ephemeral drainage).
& This channel design is appropriate for the presented reclamation options.
TABLE 3.6-5
GRAVEL CANYON
RECLAMATION CHANNELS RIPRAP AND FILTER BLANKET VOLUMES
Channel Riprap D5, Length (FT) Perimeter Riprap Riprap Filter Filter Volume
(IN) (FT) Thickness Volume (FT?) Thickness (FT?)
(IN) (IN)
GCRD-1"? 4 500 810 12.5 8 44188 7088 6 3425 7088
GCRD-1" 4 840 12.5 8 7840 6 7350
GCRD-1© 4 680 12.5 8 6347 6 5950
(a) 97,000 CY Option
(b) 65,000 CY Option
(c) 37,000 CY Option

Revised June 2004




TABLE 3.6-6

GRAVEL CANYON
RECLAMATION MASS BALANCE SUMMARY

OPTION cuT FILL NET

(CY) (CY) (CY)
Exhibit 3.6-3 Option A 101,732 4,639 97,093 Cut
Exhibit 3.6-4 Option B 65,103 126 64,977 Cut
Exhibit 3.6-4 Option C 37,228 150 37,078 Cut

Excess cut is topsoil hauled from the topsoil stockpile for the reclamation of other Mine properties.

Revised June 2004
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APPENDIX 3.6C

ALTERNATIVE SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES
CALCULATIONS




Comparison of Pre-Mining and Post-Reclamation
Sediment Yields for the Gravel Canyon Topsoil Stockpile

Sediment control after reclamation of the Gravel Canyon Topsoil Stockpile will be by Alternate
Sediment Control Measures (“ASCM”™). The same reclamation methods will be used for the
-reclamation of this site as was used for the reclamation of Hardscrabble Canyon, Crandall
Canyon, Adit No. 1, and Star Point Mines. Sediment control at these sites have been successful
and the same methods are expected to be successful at this site as well. The sediment control
methods to be applied at this site are as follows:

Deep gouging;

Mixing hay into the soil;

Mulching the gouged surface;

Securing the mulch with a tackifier; and
Revegetation.

nh W=

The purpose of this calculation is to evaluate the sediment yield characteristics of the disturbed
area under pre-mining and post-mining conditions. The three conditions to be evaluated will be
as follows:

1. Pre-mining, This site was disturbed prior to 1977 and was likely disturbed during
mining early in the 1900s. The site has likely been disturbed for over 100 years.
Hence pre-disturbance information is not available and the pre-mining condition
is a disturbed condition. Although the pre-mining condition is a disturbed
condition where possible an undisturbed condition will be assumed for these
calculations.

2. Immediate Post-Reclamation, after deep gouging, mulching and seeding but
before vegetation establishment.

3. Long Term Post-Reclamation, after vegetation is well established and depressions
from deep gouging are mostly gone.

Mixing hay into the soil consists of 2 tons/acre of hay being mixed into the soil during deep
gouging. Another 1 to 1.5 tons/acre of straw mulch will be broadcast on the surface. The straw
mulch will be secured with a tackifier when the site is hydroseeded. A small amount of wood
fiber mulch will also be applied with the tackifier during hydroseeding.




Methodology

Sediment yield calculations will be made using the Modified Universal Soil Loss Equation
(“MUSLE?”) as presented by Israelsen et. al. (1984) and Barfield et. al. (1994)

A =R*K*LS*VM

where:
A= Sediment Yield (tons/acre/year)
R = Rainfall Factor
K = Soil Erodibility Factor
LS = Length and Steepness of slope factor
VM = Erosion Control Factor

Each of the above factors will be evaluated for each of the three conditions.

Rainfall Factor (R)

R=11 From Map R7 Israelsen et. al. (1984)
The same factor will apply for all three conditions.

Soil Erodibility Factor (K)

Pre-mining

As mentioned above the site has been disturbed for a long time and pre-disturbance data are not
available. The Soil Survey of Carbon Area, Utah catagorizes soils in the vicinity of the site that
were not disturbed at the time of the survey. The Gravel Canyon area is identified as map unit 72
Pathead-Curecanti Family Association. The Soil Survey identifies the bottom of the canyon to
be predominantly a Curecanti family soil. The erodibility factor identified in Table 12 on page
277 is 0.28 for the surface sample.

Post reclamation

The soils used in the reclamation of Gravel Canyon Topsoil Stockpile will be a mix of the native
soils and soil hauled from Crandall Canyon and the Preparation Plant area. The source area for
the topsoil hauled from Crandall Canyon is identified as map unit 125 Uinta-Toze Families
Complex. This soil has a surface soil erodibility factor of 0.24 with the lower soil layers having
a factor of 0.15 and 0.1. These soils had high organic content and lower clay content than the
soils in the Preparation Plant Area and should be excellent growth media. The soils from the
Preparation Plant area were likely Map unit 121 Travisilla-rock outcrop-Gerst Complex. The
near surface has some cementation and has a very low erodibility of 0.05 while soils 2 inches



down have a much higher erodibility factor of 0.37. Since the Preparation Plant soils were near
the top of the stockpile and have been hauled to the Refuse pile for reclamation it can be assumed
that most of the soil used in reclamation is either native or from Crandall Canyon. The lower
native soil layers in Gravel Canyon have a lower soil erodibility factor of 0.1. During
reclamation the native soils and Crandall Canyon Soils will be mixed. I will assume a soil
erodibilty factor of 0.22 since much of the reclaimed soil surface will be the less erodible sub
soils from Crandall Canyon and Gravel Canyon.

Length-Steepness Factor (LS)
. ™
6541 5¢ 565 2 N
LS :( + —— +0065 (_____.
52 +!‘9'0:)O /5'2 +182000 ) 2.6 /

Where:
LS = Length Steepness Factor
S = Slope Gradient (%)
1 = Slope Length (ft)
m = empirical exponent (function of slope)

Pre-mining

Since the site was likely disturbed about 1900 no pre-disturbance topography is available.
However, using adjacent undisturbed topography the site had slopes between 10 and 100%. The
site is located in the lower relatively flat area of Gravel Canyon. The slopes of the undisturbed
areas on the canyon sides are mostly between 60% and 100%. In an undisturbed conditions the
slopes extend unbroken from the ridge lines down to the channels in the canyons. These
distances may be up to 1100'. However most slope lengths are 400' to 500' in length. The
steepest slopes will generate the greatest erosion so I will focus on the steep areas when
comparing sediment yield. For the undisturbed conditions I will assume a slope of 60% and a
slope length of 400".

LS =46.3 (Table C-1 Israelsen et. al. (1984))

Immediate Post Reclamation

The reclaimed areas will be deep gouged prior to seeding. Deep gouging creates 1 to 3' deep
holes that prevent runoff from concentrating and achieving an erosive velocity. In the early
stages of reclamation the gouges prevent any water from running off the reclaimed areas. The
gouges also stop any runoff from upgradient undisturbed areas. Therefore, the slope length is
very short. I will assume a slope length of 10' although the distance is actually less. The
maximum slope of reclamation is a 2:1 slope or 50%. I will assume the maximum slope of 50%
and a slope length of 10", '

LS = 5.64 (Table C-1 Israelsen et. al. (1984))




Long-term Post Reclamation

In the long term the depressions from gouging will disappear leaving an unbroken slope with a

maximum slope of 50%. Iwill assume a 50% slope and the same slope length as for the pre-
mining condition (400").

LS =35.65 (Table C-1 Israelsen et. al. (1984))

Erosion Control Factor (VM)

Pre-Mining

No pre-mining vegetation data is available. However, Map 6 and Appendix 9-1 of Exhibit 19
identifies adjacent undisturbed areas to be mostly mixed brush. I will use the Castle Gate Mixed

Brush reference area (Appendix 9-1 Exhibit 19) to estimate the Erosion Control Factor.

Total vegetation cover = 40.9%
Litter/rock cover = 35.2%

Bare soil =23.9%

Grass density =51%

=>21%

Sage brush = 26% => 10.6%
Other brush = 23% ==>9.4%

Total brush 20%
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Figure 7. Relatlonshlp between grass den51ty

and VM factor.

VM =0.17

Israelsen et. al. (1984)



Immediate Post Reclamation

R*K*LS=11*0.22*5.64 =13.65
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.Figure 4. Straw mulch anchored vs. R-K-LS.

At least 1 ton/acre of mulch will be added with a tackifier to the reclaimed surface. Therefore,
the point plots on the right side of the line.

VM =0.01
Long-term Post Reclamation

Section 3.2.2.4 of the Willow Creek Permit describes the vegetation in an area near the site that
has been reclaimed ( The old Royal Refuse Pile). I will use that data to estimate the Erosion
Control Factor although the Gravel Canyon reclamation area will be better vegetated.

Total plant cover = 30%
Brush density = 50% => 15.5%
Grasses density = 40% => 12.4%

VM = 0.24 (see figure 7 on page 4)



Calculation Summary

Time Period R K LS VM A (tons/acre/yr)
Pre-Mining 11 0.28 463 0.17 242
Immediate 11 022 564 0.01 0.14

Post Reclamation

Long-term Post 11 0.22 3565 0.24 20.7

Reclamation

Thus the reclaimed surface will generate far less sediment immediately after reclamation and will
generate slightly less sediment for the long-term post reclamation period.



