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Plateau Mining Corporation (PMC)
P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY 191
Helper, UT 84526

Willow Creek Mine
Phase I & Phase III Bond release inspections
June 8, 2006

Participants:
Dennis Ware, PMC
Kim Noyes, PMC
Sue Burger, Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Pam Grubaugh-Littig, Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining (OGM)
Dana Dean, OGM
Wayne Western, OGM
Joe Helfrich, OGM
Priscilla Burton, OGM
Henry Austin, Office of Surface Mining (OSM)

I participated in a Phase I & III bond release inspection of the Willow Creek Mine. The Phase I
bond release request applies to the backfilling, grading and surface water runoff control of the
former coal conveyor corridor and associated disturbance; the former paved haulroad; and the
former topsoil stockpile and office trailer location just south of Willow Creek and adjacent to the
highway. The Phase I release areais approximately 20.8 acres. The Phase III bond release
request applies to approximately 36.4 acres consisting ofthe mine entrance / access road,
facilities sediment pond, parking lot and former laydown / storage areas, the three mine facility
buildings, propane storage area, reclaimed portal entries, and the raw and culinary water storage
tanks and pump house. All these areas, buildings, and support facilities now have an approved
post mining land use change to industrial use to facilitate the Western Energy Training Center
(wErc).

Mr. Ware provided us with a site overview using maps in the office, then we began the
inspection. We began at the northern end of the Phase I release area adjacent to where the refuse
pile drainage channel intersects the paved haulroad. The former coal conveyor route and adjacent
slopes in this area were reclaimed and seeded during the spring of 2004. These areas appeared
stable with vegetation becoming established. No problems were noted in this area. Surface water
runoff does not appear to be a problem here.

We next inspected the sediment pond area. The pond is dry, the embankment and principle
spillway appear stable, and this pond does not have a discharge history. Mr. Ware discussed
eventually changing the post mining land use for the 3.9 acres associated with the sediment pond
to industrial use to better facilitate the WETC. The reclaimed short tunnel and long tunnel areas
associated with the reclaimed coal conveyor corridor are located just west of the sediment pond.
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These areas are also stable and vegetation is becoming established. These areas were reclaimed
and seeded during the fall of 2004. We discussed the water monitoring (flow weir) locations in
Willow Creek in this area and when it could be appropriate to eliminate them. Engineering
certification and permanent impoundment documentation for the sediment pond were discussed
but not reviewed during the inspection.

Surface water runoff does not appear to be a problem on the areas inspected. Land imprinting
(gouging-roughening the surface of final reclaimed areas to reduce surface water runoff.) appears
effective on the areas inspected. Reclaimed slopes of the coal conveyor tunnels are well blended
into surrounding undisturbed topography. We inspected the reclaimed topsoil stockpile footprint
area and the former office trailer location. These areas are stable and becoming vegetated.

We next inspected the propane storage pad and access road; reclaimed portal slope; mine facility
buildings; and the raw and culinary water storage and pump house areas. These areas appear
stable with no problems noted; and all these buildings and support facilities will be used by the
WETC.

We held a close out meeting where Mrs. Grubaugh-Littig summarizedthe inspection findings;
and we discussed further processing of the bond release application, including sedimentation
modeling and the engineering certification and demonstrations necessary for the permanent
water impoundment (sedimentation pond). No public comments have been received to date by
OGM regarding this bond release application. This concluded the inspection.

Please address any questions concerning this report to Henry Austin, Senior Reclamation
Specialist, at haustin@osmre.gov or to (303) 8441-400 x1466.


