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Awirrds $2.7 million grant for center:
(ContbapdfromPage lA)
assistalt: secretary- of labor fq
cmployment and training- '1The

casten Utah energY industrY
also wjll be'lrefit fioma PiPeltne
of ne$ workers to heIP dd'dress
the chllenge of a babY-boom
worldlrce ready to retire."

Umn completion of the
curricutum, pirticipants will
be ofered additional training
tailorcd 1e 6ining and power
cenei$ion.- 

Traihinewil leadto aknowl-
&tee base lhd carbe transferred
acrlss multiple enerry industY
Sectors.

*We are trying to create a
different apProachto uaining in
this area"" pointed'out Thomas.
He exolai#d that courses will
be off;red-on a non-traditional
schedule.

The CBU president exPlained
that in ttrc education fi91d, or-
ripulum is often maniPulated
md adiused to fit into a 14 or
,16 weri< schdule andtbe t1P9 of
F-aining ttr*the collegePlans to
offer will mt be consnainedbY
tre time,frane of the taditional
s€tnester system

Energy industry exPerts have
raised concem regarding the

: need for mcre skilled workers
inthe industy.

: SpecifcClY,exp€rtswamthe
nearly half of th€ currcnt €4ergy

. worldorcewill retire inthenext
: five to l0 yearP.

rmawarq of the higblY skifled,
well-paying careers available.

Many people tqnd tb consider
energy jobs as dirty- unstable

. and low-skilled ernploYment
opportrinities.- 

Howwer, despirc the needfor
more workets in the industrY,
many tainirig Programs were
scaledback or closed doun due-

. to a do*ntwn in the industr'y in
the late l980s and early 1990s.
And those training programs

I havenotbeenrevarnpeddesp.ite
growth in the industrY.

Fufttrer. with new techndlo-
gies being implemented, em'
ployas are looking for'workers

. who are more Proficient inmath,
- science andtecbnology than in

the past.
As arcsult, operts, including

offi cials within the U. S. Depst-
ment of Labbr are looking for

- creative solutions that will help
cxperieaced workers who are
retiring to transfer .ski[s and
loowlqdge to a yorrnger wo,rk-
force asquickly.aspossible. .

In. addition, labor exPerts
DoJe th4 ftw industryitefind
Dortabld credentials have been
?tevelope4 in the energ/ infts-
try.

Furdrer, career laddtrs that
show ihe possibility for Pro'
motion within the industy are
severe! lacking.

As r result many fail to See
. the vi$ility of the field as a

careerchoice.
TbeS2.7 millim fiom the De-

partnot of Labor is indiiative
of the importance of creating a
training center in the region.

l'Price is an impo.rtaot eioergr
hub for lJtatr and for the West'?
coruncnted Sen. Orrin Hatch.

'"The new energ;l fraining cen-
ter will go a long way toward
helping to ensure that we have
the best prepared workers iq
the field developed, tained and
taugbtrighthere inUtah. This is
a big win for Price and Carbon
County."

In the future, the faqility
could also receive backing from
the National yining Associa-
tiou said Thomas

He indicated that the NMA
has expressed' an interesl in
developiqg a regional training
center in east€tn Utalt.

According to Thomas, a
traiqing facility similar to tltat
proposed by the college.would
serve as a $.tpport facility and
the NMA would augment train-
rns.

'Utah'S natural resources
will play an increasing role in
meeting the energl needs of the
United States, It is appropriate
that the federal,government
invcst intraining folks to do the
jobs needed by the I,nerg indus'
try,,:' said Rep. Iim Matheson.
"I'm pleased that the College
of Eastern Utah will play a lead
role."

Hands-on tr:ining will be
offered at the college's enerry
canter, according to Thomas.

Additio'nal taining will be
ofrered at the center's on'site
mine and othe;r e'mployer-chosen'
work si@s.

"Thero are scveral picces that
dre coming together that we have'beeirworking onfor anumber of
months,': said Thomas.

However, one ofthepieces of
tbat puzle, the physical location
ofthb college's energr centeri is
sdll in the works.
' Thomas explttined that the

college is wgrking u,ith multiPle
donors and plans to purchase
land fiom Plateau Mining Cor-
pora{on located at the fonner
Willow Creek coal production
operatign in'Price Canyon.. ''In 

October, Thomas and
CEU ofhcials approached the
Utah Permanent Community
ImFact Fuhd Board in an effort
to acquire temporary fimding
for the pwchase of-300 acres,
and building housing state-of-
the-art equipm.ent that wduld be
used for the fraining program.

PJqlor
Sun Advocate Pride, UtAh Thursday Decer

The communitY imPact botrd
members were reluctant to Pro-
vide flnding for the ProPosed
eners/ cent€r fo; multiple rea'
solls.

As a result, CEU is looking
to private donors and altetnate
sources of fimding in order to
purchase the proPertY.

Though funding for the land
is still in the works, Thomas was
optimistic thatthe college would
be able to moveforward withthe ,
plamed training facitty.

The college President ex-
plained that laryers represent
ingPlateau Miniag and CEU are
in the process of reviewing the
ciintract:

Thomas said he felt confi dent
that the property transaction
would take place as andciPat-
ed-
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