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Thursday, October 24, 2013

Willow Creek Mine has received Phase II bond release on August 15, 2012 by the Division.  The only area which did 
not receive Phase II bond release was the Shaft area at Crandall Canyon.  This area was disturbed for backfilling the 
shaft.

The permittee had a survey conducted on the shaft area in November 2012.  The area settled 1.2 feet in three years.  
The shaft will be surveyed annually to check for subsidence of the shaft area.  The shafts appear to be stable and no 
change since the last inspection.  The permittee has plans to get the shafts surveyed before winter.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19.   AVS Check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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I inspected identification signs at the gate to Crandall Canyon, the topsoil barrow area 
along highway US 50-6, and next to the road along Indian Canyon.  The signs meet 
the minimum requirements of the R645 Coal Rules.

2.     Signs and Markers

The topsoil was stable after the recent high intensity rainstorms.  There were no signs 
of rilling on the reclaim site.  The only vegetation that was removed was within the 
diversions.

3.     Topsoil

The permittee is in the process of repairing the main diversion coming off the old 
refuse pile.  The main channel had rip rap moved and received some erosion within 
the channel.   All repairs will be to the channel and all work will be conducted within 
the channel.   This was cause by a storm event exceeding 150 year.  The channel 
was not design or required to handle this event. There are two other diversions 
located in side canyons that the permittee will repair.  This also was cause by the 
same storm event.

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

The reclamation site is totally pock.  It is to ensure that sediment does not leave the 
reclamation site.  I inspected the area and did not see any sediment leaving this site.

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

I did not see any other damage to the site other than the stream channels.

10.   Slides and Other Damage


