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Tuesday, October 04, 2016

The Division of Oil, Gas and Mining conducted an inspection at the Willow Creek mine on September 28, 2016.  The 
road leading up to the shaft had been severely damaged by a rainstorm within the last few weeks.  The road had been 
gullied up to a foot deep in many areas and was littered with large rocks and debris.  Further up canyon, about a 
hundred yards down the road from the shaft, a debris flow washed onto the road preventing travel by vehicle.  The flow 
deposited as much as three to four feet of sediment and carried boulders as large as 7 feet diameter that came to rest 
in the center of the road.  The condition of the road made it difficult to access the permit area shafts for the inspection.

Directly before heading up to the mine site I spoke with Dennis Ware over the phone.  He did not accompany me up to 
the site, but gave me the go ahead for heading up there solo.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Date

71

Inspector's Signature:

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19.   AVS Check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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The mine has no permitting amendments under review with the Division at this time.

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Topsoil placed across the two shaft sites is adequately stabilized with dense 
vegetation.

3.     Topsoil

Dense vegetation covers the backfilled shafts.

13.   Revegetation

The shafts appear to be visually stable.  No subsidence cracks or sink holes were 
observed.

14.   Subsidence Control

The mine is adequately covered by liability insurance with an effective policy period 
starting 12/13/2015 and expiring on 12/13/2016.

The mine is covered by a $10,452 bond that will be eligible for Phase III release in 
2018.

21.   Bonding and Insurance
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