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Canyon Fuel Company, LLC
Soldier Canyon/Dugout Canyon
P. O. Box 1029

Wellington, UT 84542

435 637-6360

Facsimile 435 637-2897

13 June 2002 / M
Ms. Susan White v
Utah Coal Program 4

Utah Division of Qil, Gas & Mining &7

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210 2 @0‘%/@3 7
P. O. Box 145801

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801
Re: Mexican Spotted Owl Survey of Pace Canyon, Carbon Country
Dear Ms. White:

As part of the 2001 exploration drilling in the Pace Canyon area, the Bureau of Land Management
required that Canyon Fuel Company, LLC conduct a two-year Mexican spotted owl survey in Pace
Canyon. Environmental Industrial Services (EIS) was contracted with to conduct a survey in 2001 and
2002.

The first survey was conducted from 18 June to 3 July 2001 and found no Mexican Spotted Owls but two
Saw Whet Owls were identified. The second survey was conducted from 26 March to 14 May 2002 and
found no Mexican Spotted Owls but one Saw Whet Owl was identified. See attached report for field
investigation methods and survey times.

Call me at (435) 636-2893 if you have additional questions or need more information.

Sincerely,

oy £ Tt

Gary E. Taylor
Sr. Environmental Engineer
Canyon Fuel Company, LLC

cc: Division of Wildlife Resources, Price Office /w enclosures
Bureau of Land Management, Price Office /w enclosures
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CANYON FUEL COMPANY
HC 35 BOX 380
HFI PER, UTAH 84526

Strix occidentalis lucida
MEXICAN SPOTTED OWL SURVEY
PACE CANYON, CARBON COUNTY

CONDUCTED
JUNE 18™ TO JULY 3%, 2001
MARCH 26 to MAY 14, 2002

BY:
ENVIRONMENTAL INDUSTRIAL SERVICES
ENVIRONMENTAL & ENGINEERING
CONSULTING



Canyon Fuel Company
Pace Canyon
Mexican Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis lucida) Survey

Introduction

Canyon Fuel Company has contracted EIS Environmental & Engineering Consulting (EIS) to
conduct a second year survey for their 2001 Coal Exploration Program. The proposed area is
located east of Price, Utah. This area also consists of land administered by the State of Utah,
private owners, and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). Proposed activities include the
drilling of up to eight coal exploration drill holes. These proposed drill holes and associated
sites are required to be surveyed for the Mexican spotted owl (Strix occidentalis lucida). This
species has been identified by the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) through past studies
as occurring, or potentially occurring within the Canyon Fuel program area. Using established
protocols, certified personnel of EIS conducted a four-night field survey of the area. The survey
for this Development Program was conducted for two years from June 18" to July 3™, 2001 and
March 26, 2002 to May 14, 2002.

Methodology

Mexican spotted owl ( Strix occidentalis lucida)

The first year of inventory work on the project area was conducted from one half hour past
sunset until 12:00 p.m. (period of highest owl activity) on June 18", 21%, 28" and July 3%, 2001.
Following the protocol given by the USFWS, the area of concern was divided into eight calling
points, each point being 0.5 miles away from the next. A driving survey was conducted and each
point was called for at least 15 minutes.

Second year inventory work on the project area was conducted from one half hour past sunset
until 12:00 p.m. (period of highest owl activity) on March 26®, April 4®, April 25™ and May 14",
2002. A driving survey was conducted and each point was called for at least 20 minutes.

Calling procedures were as follows: surveyors called with their voice using the four-note hoot
for one to two minutes, then listened for a return for five minutes; after the five minutes they
would call using voice or a recording of the four-note hoot and the whistle for one to two
minutes and listen for another five minutes; finally they would call with voice or recording of the
aggravated call, four-note hoot and/or whistle and listen for the remainder of the time. While
listening for the last five minutes, a 1,000,000 candlepower spotlight was utilized to search
treetops and cliff ledges for any sign of owls (ie., eye-shine, whitewash, etc.).

Along with the inventory forms (Attachment 1), each call point surveyed was plotted on a map
for further review and association with existing maps of potential owl use and breeding habitat
(Plate 1).




Results

Although some suitable habitat did exist within the project area, a thorough search did not
reveal the presence of any Mexican spotted owls. During the 2001 surveys sites P-6 and P-7
revealed the presence of two saw whet owls. The 2002 survey revealed the presence of one saw
whet at site P-7. On April 25", 2002 an unidentified owl was observed flying in a westerly
direction approximately seven miles south of the mouth of Pace Canyon.
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UTM COORDINATES: TITLE: Environmental
Industrial
1. 4389764541211 2 :;g:z;; ;ggg PACE CANYON Services
2. 4390402, 541602 3 ,
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