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April 20, 2004

Mr. Kenny Wintch

SITLA Archeologist

675 East, 500 South, Suite 500

Salt Lake City, UT 84102-2818

SENCO-PHENIX

RE: Dugout Canyon Permit Extension (U04SCO326)

Dear Kenny :

The Dugout Canyon Mine of Canyon Fuel LLC is proposing an extension of their mine

permit area on SITLA land in Sections 17, 20, 21, 28, 29, 30, T13S, R13E, Carbon

County, Utah . All of the disturbance will be subsurface. There are no surface

disturbances planned within the permit extension area. A file search has been

performed-at the Price Field office of the BLM at various times, most recently April 20,

2004 for the permit extension and adjacent areas . The results of the file search are as
follows :

• 1980, AERC surveyed several sample blocks in Sections 18, 19 and 30 T13S,

RI 3E. They also surveyed the access road into the Snow Mine site . One
archeological site was located : (80-69)

o 42CB292 The site was described as "Coal mine located in Pace Canyon

consists of one known mine portal which has been closed . Site of historic
Snow Mine in Pace Canyon which was active in 1906 but had its primary
production period from 1932-1940." The site was relatively pristine at

the time and still contained a standing coal loadout and foundation with

depth potential . Avoidance was recommended pending further historic
research. As noted the site has since been extensively modified .

1983, Metcalf-Zier Archeologists surveyed several access roads and drill

locations in Section 19, T13S, R13E . The only cultural resource located was an
isolated prehistoric waste flake. (83-49)
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• 2001, SENCO-PHENIX surveyed . several drill holes and an extensive series of
roads. Two new sites were recorded and one previously recorded site was re-
recorded: (01 -240)

• 42CB292 The site was the historic Snow Mine in Pace Canyon, which was
active in 1906 but had its primary production period from 1932-1940 .
The area has been heavily logged since the initial recordation and the
area around the mine extensively disturbed by heavy equipment,
probably dozed. The foundation has been destroyed and the coal loadout
has been collapsed and pushed into the bed of Pace Creek . The rock-
covered adit and adjacent stonewall are still there on the other side of
Pace Creek. There are two 6 x 10 dugouts used as coal loadouts on the
west side of the road . Other than recent trash no artifacts were observed .
The integrity of the site has been basically destroyed. The site was not
recommended for the NRHP .
42CB1595 was a small wood framed one-room cabin that was probably
related to the logging industry. It was not recommended for nomination
to the NRHP.

•

	

42CB1 596 was a corral and Aspen art site . It was not recommended for
nomination to the NRHP .

•

	

2003a, SENCO-PHENIX surveyed several drill holes and an extensive series of
roads . One cultural resource in the general project area was located .(03-477)

•

	

42CB1906 The site is a historic sawmill and log corral site . There wasn't
a constructed sawmill building, a portable sawmill was set up on the site
and then moved when the logging operations were finished . The site is
located on the first southern terrace above a tributary of Dugout Creek .
The major portion of the site has been removed ; there is little potential
for further information. The site is not recommended for nomination to
the National Register of Historic Places .

2003b, SENCO-PHENIX surveyed a block area for drill holes and an access road .
One cultural resource was located . (03-841)

• 42CB1998 : The site is a mid to late twentieth century temporary sawmill
site. A portable sawmill was set upon the site and then moved when the
logging operations were finished . The major portion of the site has been
removed; there is little potential for further information . The site is not
considered eligible for the NRHP . (03-841)

No sites eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) have
been found in or adjacent to the permit expansion area . It is very unlikely that future
survey will reveal sites eligible for the NRHP . The permit extension area is in very steep
mountainous terrain with narrow canyons . These areas were not favored by prehistoric



populations, which preferred the broader, more open areas of Nine Mile Canyon, north
of the project area and Grassy Trail Creek, south of the project area . Historic
populations used the narrow canyons for mining but the destroyed Snow Mine is the
only known historic mine in the permit expansion area. Furthermore all activity will be
underground with no surface disturbance . For these reasons a finding of "no effect on
historic properties" is appropriate and archeological clearance without stipulations is
recommended .

Sincerely,

John A. Senulis
Principal Investigator

Cc: Miller, Canyon Fuel ; Dykman, Utah SHPO
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