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November 14, Z00S

t'ffiil,ffiij,i,,,^ftr,TdMnins
RE: Degassif';;ili:lu#,i,,;gt,3.%iliff 

ff iffi,,,Dear Mr. HesS;

Pqr o.u1 previous discussions the plugging and reclarnalion ofscheduled for copqfetign during zoos]-wE n"J 
"iruins 

comp:degas weft G€, during.thallimiin iooition to o,iiliig tneywere I
p.lgljg.plugging c;3 th9. drifrgns were cdbJ;*;t'tr tiake care

hydrogen and ethylene levels at a bleeder slatern rnonitodng
cornpleted panel. Following this discovery MSHA issued an or
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,[ffglls G-3, 4 and 6 was
during October drflling

G-4 and G€. However,
drilting project at
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west Elk in cotorado. west Elk ts a sister minJ odbnging to.Arch BiUminous Grcup, LLC.

A brief summary of the emergency follows:

lffest Elk withdrew its staff from the mine on 10tzrt05 after carbon monoxide,
back end of a recently
the MSHA approve all

underground activities thereafter. Gunenfly, MSHA is on site on and has prohibited all
underground ac'tivitieE until an analysis of mine atmosphere
reentered.

the mine can be safely

West Elk mine has secured assistiance from individuals with
I

jmine fires to assist in the
development of a plan to address the suspected spontaneous
the drilling of a hole from the surfaae into the mine bleeder

area, Phase 1 requires
second drill hole will be

constructed to provide information on the mine atmosphere
spontaneous cornbustion area. A third drill hole will be drilled as

iwest of the suspected
point and additional

holes may be required depending on what is found in the first

Due to the emergency this month.
The reclamation of G4 will be

nor is it
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yfi:1f:g.y_"-P keep pu updated concemtng rhe progres$ oh qlese degas sires. ptease catlwith any questiany questions.

Sincerefy yours,

t4ja,'1,{"-
Vicky S. Miller
Environmenlal Engineer
(435) 636-2E6e

cc: Dave Spillman
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