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SUMMARY: 
 

The Division is required to review each active permit during its term in accordance with 
R645-303-211.  The Division is currently conducting the Midterm Review for the Dugout 
Canyon mine.  One of the pertinent elements chosen for this current review focuses on the 
following: 
 

A review to ensure the Plan reflects changes in the Utah Coal Regulatory Program – 
specifically compliance with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Recovery Implementation 
Program for Endangered Fish Species in the Upper Colorado River Basin. 

 
 The Permittee provided all equations and values leading to the overall sum of water 
depletions or contributions for all mining operations.  The current value of water contributed 
(335 acre-ft) to the Colorado River System is greater than the total value of water consumed (147 
acre-ft) from mining operations.  The overall water balance for the Dugout Canyon mine is a net 
gain of 188-acre-ft as of December 2005.  The Division, therefore, will not informally consult 
with the USFWS. 
 
 The Division is currently developing a new set of criteria for this water balance 
requirement.  The Division will let the Permittee know of the new criteria sometime in the spring 
of 2006.  Prior to or during the next review, the Division will request the Dugout Canyon mine to 
resubmit the equations to meet the new criteria.  The Division does not expect that there will be 
many changes to this current midterm submittal. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
 Approve the midterm review.  Contact the Division prior to submitting amendments in 
2006 to see if the Division is close to completing the new set of criteria. 
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