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John Baza

Director

Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
Department of Natural Resources
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Subject: Dugout Canyon Mine/Mid-term Review
Dear Mr. Baza:

The Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office provides DOGM and Bowie Resources
the attached wildlife-based information as requested from the Utah Division of Wildlife
Resources (UDWR). The data accesses the existing wildlife conditions to support
permitting determinations for the Mid-term Review of the Dugout Canyon Mine.

Thank you for the opportunity to characterize the values of the sage-grouse and other
wildlife habitat considerations. Please direct any questions regarding this correspondence to
the Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office at the address below, or call to discuss any
questions or concerns.

Director



Technical Information
Dugout Canyon Mine / Mid-Term Review

The Dugout Canyon Mine is an underground coal mine permitted in Carbon County,
Utah approximately 12 miles northeast of Price. The mine area includes greater sage-grouse
habitat, and sage-grouse have been observed in the area in recent years. This area contains
habitat on the far eastern edge of the established Emma Park/Whitmore Park sage-grouse
population. Good habitat exists for sage-grouse in the Pine Canyon area. Dugout, Pace, and
Rock canyons have much more highly fragmented sagebrush habitats and likely offer less value
for sage-grouse. The northwestern corner of the permit area is located approximately 4 miles
from the nearest lek (Iriart Pond lek).

Approximately half of the mine permit area falls within the Carbon Sage Grouse Management
Area (SGMA). Winter habitat is mapped within Township 13 South, Range 12 East (SLB&M),
sections 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, and 16, as well as Township 13 South, Range 13 East, Section 18.
Opportunity habitat is mapped within Township 13 South, Range 12 East, sections 13, 14, 15,
16, 17,21, 22, 23, and 24, and Township 12 South, Range 13 East, sections 11, 19, and 20.

Habitat for greater sage-grouse (which includes winter, nesting and brood—1ea11ng habitat)
is defined in the Conservation Plan for Greater Sage-grouse in Ultah (Plan)' as “the aggregation
of seasonal habitats used by sage-grouse at some point during the yearly life-cycle of the birds.
Habitat includes the geographical extent of leks, nesting, brood-rearing, late-brood rearing,
transitional and winter areas.” Opportunity areas are defined in the Plan as “those portions of a
SGMA that currently do not contribute to the life cycle of sage-grouse but are areas where
restoration or rehabilitation efforts can provide additional habitat when linked to existing sage-
grouse populations.”

In Section 5.5 of the Plan, extractive mineral development is addressed with discussion of
surface-disturbing activities essential for human safety, such as creation of permitted surface
vents. A management protocol for development within an SGMA is outlined in Section 6.0 of
the Plan, which generally stresses that surface disturbance should be avoided to the greatest
degree possible. Avoidance of activities in winter habitat (Section 6.5.1.3) is recommended if
possible. If avoidance is not possible, minimization of impacts can be following by locating
development in the least important habitats or by taking advantage of topographic screening. If
minimization is insufficient, then compensatory mitigation becomes appropriate to offset
unavoidable impacts. Activities should be avoided from November 15 - March 15 to minimize
disturbance of wintering sage-grouse. Opportunity areas (Section 6.5.3) may be utilized to meet
restoration or rehabilitation goals, or as sites for mitigation of disturbances within habitat.
Alternatively, project disturbances can be directed into opportunity areas rather than within sage-
grouse habitat. Avoidance of impacts is always the preferred form of mitigation.

DOGM also expressed interest in habitat determinations for the yellow-billed cuckoo.
UDWR staff do not think adequate habitat for the species exists in the area, nor do we have

! Can be accessed at: http://wildlife.utah.gov/uplandgame/sage-grouse/pdf/greater_sage_grouse_plan.pdf
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recent records of the species in this area. However, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) should be consulted for specific requirements relating to this species.

Within the permit area are also small expanses of ponderosa pine and aspen habitats, both
of which are important to wildlife. Other wildlife species that should be considered are mule
deer (crucial summer and winter habitats), elk (crucial yearlong and crucial summer habitats),
and dusky grouse. Nests have been documented in the area for golden eagle. UDWR
recommends monitoring for negative habitat impacts associated with mining subsidence,
specifically loss of surface waters, and the impacts from mine subsidence on wildlife.




