
MINE SITE INSPECTION NARRATIVE 

COMPANY: Canyon Fuel Company, LLC 

MINE: Dugout Canyon 

PERMIT NO: C0070039 

DATE OF INSPECTION: October 6, 2020 

WEATHER: Sunny and calm 

COMPANY OFFICIAL: Vicki Miller 

Division of Oil, Gas and Mining Personnel (DOGM): Karl Houskeeper 

OSMRE OFFICIAL: Dan MacKinnon #554 

 

Overview 

OSMRE conducted a partial oversight inspection with DOGM personnel and an operator’s representative 
on October 6, 2020, which concentrated on site stability as this mine has been idled since OSMRE has 
last inspected it. No maintenance items were identified and the site was very organized, stable, and 
functioning as designed. 

No enforcement actions were issued as a result of this inspection. 

Field Inspection 

We began the inspection at the entrance where Vicki Miller provided me with an update on the mine, its 
current status, a description of the site, and current COVID-19 protocols as at least eight employees 
were working at the mine that day. We then toured the surface facilities including the portals (Figure 1), 
conveyor (Figure 2), offices, equipment/material storage, coal stockpile yard (Figure 3), explosive 
storage area, and pumphouse. All areas including roads, ditches (Figure 4), and berms (Figure 5) were 
stable, well organized, and fully functional at the time of inspection. We then departed to tour the coal 
waste stockpile for this permit at a different location. 

The coal waste stockpile is currently active; however, on the day of inspection the site was idle. Coal 
processing from other mines at the Savage Coal Terminal (permit UT-007-022) produces waste that is 
transported here for reclamation. This is an intermittent process as Savage Industries, Inc. does not 
always have enough waste to warrant daily deliveries. This site, including all berms (Figure 6), roads, 
ditches, vegetation on areas that were reclaimed (Figure 7), and the pond were stable and fully 
functional at the time of inspection. 

We discussed our findings at the top of this pile. No concerns were voiced. 



Monitoring and Maintenance Items 

-Continue to monitor roads, ditches, and berms due to the anticipated change in seasonal weather 
patterns. 

 

 

Figure 1 - Portal was fenced due to the idling of the mine at the time of inspection. 

 



 

Figure 2 - The main conveyor to the coal stockpile yard, stable at the time of inspection. 

 

 

Figure 3 - A stable and well-organized coal stockpile yard, used as an equipment storage 
area at the time of inspection.  

 



 

Figure 4 - An example of a stable and fully functional ditch. All ditches 
were in similar condition at the time of inspection. 

 

Figure 5 - An example of a stable and fully functional berm (green arrow). All berms 
were in similar condition at the time of inspection. 

 



 

Figure 6 – Two stable and fully functional berms (green arrows) at the coal waste pile. 

 

Figure 7 - A portion of the reclaimed and well-vegetated waste pile. To the right is a 
portion of the waste pile that has yet to be compacted, topsoiled, and seeded (green 
arrow). 


