
0024"

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO :
3482
SL-068754
UTU-78562
(UT-923)

Certified Mail--Return Receipt Requested
Certificate No .

Mr. John C. Lewis
Mining Engineer
West Ridge Resources, Inc .
P . O . Box 1077
Price, Utah 84501

J
Re: Modification to Resource Recovery and Protection Plan (R2P2), Revisions for

Longwall Panel # 5 and Future Longwall Plans, West Ridge Mine (Minor Mine Plan
Change)

Dear Mr. Lewis :

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has received from West Ridge Resources (West
Ridge) a number of proposed changes to the subject R2P2* . Due to encountering
unexpected geologic conditions and the self heating coal incident, while the original minor
modifications were being submitted, the evaluation of all the modifications would be best
served by combining these into one response . The proposed changes to the R2P2 involve
longwall panel # 5 with its associated panels 5 through 8 layout and the life of mine timing
and layout. The mine plan changes are located on Federal leases SL-068754 and UTU-
78562, along with associated State of Utah and fee coal . *Please see attached West Ridge
Resources proposed plan: R2P2 PLATE #5B Mining Projections (Extended Reserve) Date 1-20-04 ACAD
REF Plate 5B Update 1-15-04 .
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A synopsis of the R2P2 changes at this point is necessary :

First, West Ridge proposes to leave a 400 foot barrier pillar between longwall panel
# 4 (with 5 th Right as the headgate) and longwall panel # 5 (with 6 th Right as the
tailgate) to better control increased methane drainage from the longwall gob . The
current approved R2P2 called for this barrier to be between panel # 5 and # 6 .
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Next, West Ridge will extract the coal in panel #5 up to crosscut # 39 in 7 th Right
headgate, remove the longwall and reset it at crosscut 29 to avoid a fault with
greater than 1 foot displacement with a hard roof and floor . With the addition of the
400 foot barrier, the next bank of longwall panels (#'s 5 through 8) would be
accordingly moved down dip . West Ridge then proposes to leave another 400 foot
barrier after longwall panel # 8, remove the longwall after extracting # 8 and begin
longwall development and extraction on the bank of panels on the left or north of
the mains near the portal and extract these panels down dip to the northeast
property line .

The last three panels on the right side of the mains would then be mined . Mining
the panels on the left of the mains would allow for acquisition and permitting the fee
coal near Grassy Trails Reservoir for the last 3 panels on the right side of the mains .

West Ridge's justification for the changes can best be presented in a chronology of events :

The encountering of the fault in the back end of panel # 4 started the mine plan
changes. The back end of panel # 4 was approved for deletion on 14 November
2003. At the same time, it was becoming apparent that the limit of methane
drainage from the gob of longwall panels 1 through 4 was fast approaching . Putting
longwall panel 5 in the same gob would only increase methane liberation beyond
the limits (approaching 2%) the area was then experiencing .

Putting the planned barrier between panels # 4 and # 5 would put the trend of the
fault down the barrier for a good long stretch (improving coal recovery) and keep
methane drainage of the gob in compliance below 2% . Verbal approval was given
on 26 September 2003, to start the 6 Right gate road with a 400 foot barrier
between 5 th Right and 6 th Right. A new overall mine plan would be submitted after
6th Right crossed the fault so West Ride could optimize recovery of the next panel
based on the fault parameters at the 6 Right fault crossing .

Development of 6 th Right crossed the fault between crosscuts 31 and 32 which was
verified by BLM inspections on 10 December 2003 . However, fault displacement
was about 5 feet down on the inby side of the entries but showed signs that the
amount of displacement was decreasing to the north and the 7 th Right gateroad
development could find little evidence of the fault on the projected trend . West
Ridge hired Stolar Horizon Inc . to conduct a Radio Imaging Method (RIM) survey to
try and assess the extent and displacement of the fault into panel # 5 . West Ridge
provided rational of the risks in crossing faults that roughly parallel panels and
concluded that displacements of greater than 1 foot would be difficult mostly due to
the hard roof and floor of the Lower Sunnyside seam . Based on the Stolar report,
West Ridge proposed to halt extraction of panel # 5 at headgate (7 th Right) crosscut
# 39 and jump to a new set up rooms at headgate crosscut # 34 . This was verbally
approved by BLM on 30 January 2004 .



The new set up rooms were started by mining from crosscut 28 in the tailgate (6t 1
Right) and intersected the fault close to the projected 200 feet in but encountered
displacement of 4 .5 feet. Stolar conducted a revised survey and a decision was
made to try new set up rooms at headgate crosscut 29 . These set up rooms were
mined through the fault which showed the fault had spread into a small zone with
three step faults of about 1 foot displacement each . West Ridge proposed to try,
and re-set the longwall at this location as it looked like the shear could manage the
step fault throw with not cutting large amounts of roof or floor rock . BLM verbally
approved this change to cross cut 29 on 6 February 2004 .

Just at this time of making plan adjustments for the fault, the self-heating event
occurred in the longwall gob before BLM could look at the new set up rooms in
panel # 5 . With regard to the thermal event: BLM notes for the record and the
R2P2 plan, that the extraction of the longwall in panel # 4 (located at crosscut #14)
was -required to release the mine from the MSHA "K Order ." The extraction of the
longwall at cross cut #14 was verbally approved by BLM on 23 February 2004 . The
BLM has since inspected the new set up rooms in panel # 5 and has verified the
location and extent of the fault crossing .

With the associated submission and justification for the new set up rooms in
longwall panel # 5, West Ridge also submitted revised life of mine panel timing .
This revision calls for mining longwall panels 5 through 8 with the shift down dip
from the addition of the barrier pillar between # 4 and # 5, and then move longwall
development and extraction to the north or left side of the Mains back up dip at the
portal. The original plan called for mining all panels on the right side of the mains
down to the extent of the property boundary . Now West Ridge will mine longwall
panels on the left side down to the north-west property boundary . After completing
all mining on the left side, the last panels down dip on the right side would be
extracted . This gives West Ridge time to permit Penta Creek fee coal around
Grassy Trails Reservoir that will square up permit boundaries / longwall panels, and
additionally provide time to address dam stability issues based in part on data
gathered from the interim mining .

As can be seen in this chronology, this is a written follow-up to the verbal approvals that
have been given . The conditions to warrant the R2P2 changes, mostly the fault crossings
in longwall panel # 5, have been witnessed by inspections. Due to safety restrictions, the
self heating difficulty could not be inspected underground prior to sealing of the area The
plan to deal with the conditions is logical and meets R2P2 standards to achieve maximum
economic recovery.

The overall Federal R2P2 coal recovery changes with an estimated 300,000 tons in panel
# 5 that were thought to be recoverable are now deleted . These tons are in addition to the
245,000 tons now necessarily in panel #4 deleted to control the self-heating difficulty .
These panel #4 tons are now isolated and probably not economically recoverable, but this
is to be evaluated and a proposed plan provided for BLM review at a future date at the time
of retreat mining of the mains and barriers



The written approvals granted by this letter are :

1 . Longwall Panel #4 -removal of the longwall at crosscut #14 rather than crosscut
#5 due to self heating difficulties . This change results in deletion of some 245,000
recoverable coal tons. BLM verbally approved on 23 February 2004 .

2. Move the planned barrier pillar from between longwall panels 5 & 6 to now separate
panels 4 & 5 . This change is to improve overall mine ventilation in the area and
reduce methane emission difficulties, while maximizing economic coal recovery due
to a fault. BLM verbally approved on 26 September 2003.

3 . Leave a block of coal in longwall panel #5 to avoid coal areas between cross cuts
39 to 29 where a fault could not be crossed safely . This change results in deletion of
some 300,000 tons of recoverable coal . BLM verbally approved on 6 February 2004
(and verbally approved, on 30 January 2004, an interim step to attempt to leave a
smaller block of coal) .

4 . The R2P2, as shown on West Ridge's submitted Plate # 5B (attached) is approved
subject to the following :

• The longwall panel layouts on the left side of the Main Entries will now all
cross over into State controlled coal lands . R2P2 approval is based on
West Ridge gaining permit approval for the State coal lands for these
planned longwall panels. In addition, possible access to State coal in the
south-west quarter of section 3 from Federal coal in section 10 will be
evaluated by West Ridge and a proposed mining plan or sequence
provided to BLM at a later date when mining nears the possible burned
coal area near and around the outcrop in Bear Canyon (please see
approved map) . This approval confirms the previous verbal approvals
given for longwall panel # 5 set up rooms around the fault . A copy of the
approved mine map is enclosed .

• BLM requires that Lease Stipulation #17, relating to surface structures
and mining induced subsidence and seismic events, be fully addressed
and any issues found be resolved prior to the longwall mining of Longwall
Panel #6 as shown in the mine plan sequence in the plan referenced in
the attached West Ridge Resources proposed plan : R2P2 PLATE #5B Mining
Projections (Extended Reserve) Date 1-20-04 ACAD REF Plate 5B Update 1-15-04 .

• BLM personnel understand that Longwall Panel #28 is shorter than
shown in previous plans due to recently discovered drilling information
that shows the coal is burned in the area previously planned to be mined .
BLM has not yet received the necessary information to arrive at this same
conclusion and the new Longwall Panel #28 configuration is not approved
until BLM reviews the data and is able to draw the same conclusion .



This approval of a minor modification to an existing R2P2 is Categorically Excluded from
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis in that no new surface disturbance will
occur from this action as stated in Overview of BLM's NEPA Process, February 1 .997,
Appendix 2, page 2-7 (F)(7) .

The proposed changes to the West Ridge Mine R2P2 complies with the Mineral Leasing
Act of 1920, as amended, the regulations at 43 CFR 3480, the lease terms and conditions,
and will achieve maximum economic recovery of the Federal coal .

If you have any questions, please contact Stephen Falk of the Price Field Office at 435-
636-3605 or Jeff McKenzie of my staff at 801-539-4038 .

Sincerely,

James Kohler
Chief, Solid Minerals

Enclosure
Approved mine map : "R2P2 PLATE #5B Mining Projections (Extended Reserve)

Date 1-20-04 ACAD REF Plate 5B Update 1-15-04"
This mine plan map approval includes and is based on the statements in this letter :

cc :

	

Price Field Office (UT-070) (w/ encl .)
Utah Division of Oil Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801 (w/encl .)



DATE : 1-20-04
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P
Bum may be encountered down-dip from the outcrop in the Right
& Left Raise areas which may require changes to the mine
projections shown for those areas.

Note: Mine projections are subject to change depending on conditions
encountered in the underground mine workings.

Note: Actual mine works shown are existing as of January 20, 2004 .
Note: Mine projections are ba'ed on future reserve acquisitions and are

subject to future federal, state and local permitting requirements .

R2P2
PLATE #5B
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