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D~recmr 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
(Return Receipt Requested) 

Mr. Gary Gray, Engineer 
West Ridge Resources, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1077 
Price, Utah 84501 

Dear Mr. Gray: 

Subject: Reconnaissance Inspection -West Ridge Mine 

On June 30, 2005 Dr. Bill Moellmer and I conducted a reconnaissance inspection in regards to the West 
Ridge Mine and UPDES Permit No. UTG040023. Specifically we discussed your facility's current status of 
non-compliance with the TDS effluent limitations of your UPDES permit. We also observed the sediment 
ponds. outfall locations, mine water discharge and receiving waters, for which there were no deficiencies 
noted. As we discussed. please reply within 30-days of receipt of this letter with your compliance plan for 
the TDS violations, which may include an application to obtain an individual UPDES permit. 

I appreciated your time to facilitate the inspection. Enclosed is a copy of the inspection report for your 
records. If you have any questions, please contact me at (801) 538-6779 or by e-mail at 
jstudenka@utah.gov. 

Sincerely, 

P,q& , * #  
-.- 
Jeff Studenka, Environmental Scientist 
Permits & Compliance Section 

Enclosure 

cc (wlencl): Darcy O'connor, EPA Region VIII 
Claron Bjork, SE District Health Department 
Dave Ariotti, SE District Engineer 
Pam Grubaugh-Littig, Division of Oil Gas & Mines 
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of mine water flows and elevated TDS concentrations have caused the TDS loading to exceed 1 -ton/day. Mr. Gray expressed interest in obtaining an individual 
UPDES permit with provisions for Salinity-Offset Projects to achieve compliance with the TDS limitations. We indicated to Mr. Gray that if the mine water 
discharge is to continue as it has since January 2005, then the facility needs to pursue and obtain an individual UPDES permit as soon as possible and to notify 
the DWQ of any future permit violations. 

A tour of the facility included observing the two sedimentation ponds (outfall 001), mine water discharge location and the receiving waters of "C" Canyon 
Drainage, which then drains into Grassy Trail Creek. At the time of inspection, the mine water discharge was not reaching Grassy Trail Creek. Mr. Gray 
indicated that the mine water discharge does not normally reach Grassy Trail Creek, except during spring runoff, and that a local rancher sometimes uses the 
mine water discharge for stock watering. Of the two sediment ponds, only the first or uppermost pond had any water in it and there was no evidence of 
discharge to the next pond or to the ensuing streambed. Mr. Gray was very accommodating and there were no other deficiencies observed during the 

BILL MOELLMER, PhD 
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