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CERTIFIED MAIL
(Return Receipt Requested)

Mr. Gary Gray, Engineer
West Ridge Resources, Inc.
P.O. Box 1077

Price, Utah 84501

Dear Mr. Gray:

Subject: Reconnaissance Inspection — West Ridge Mine

On June 30, 2005 Dr. Bill Moellmer and I conducted a reconnaissance inspection in regards to the West

Ridge Mine and UPDES Permit No. UTG040023. Specifically we discussed your facility’s current status of
non-compliance with the TDS effluent limitations of your UPDES permit. We also observed the sediment
ponds, outfall locations, mine water discharge and receiving waters, for which there were no deficiencies
noted. As we discussed, please reply within 30-days of receipt of this letter with your compliance plan for
the TDS violations, which may include an application to obtain an individual UPDES permit.

I appreciated your time to facilitate the inspection. Enclosed is a copy of the inspection report for your
records. If you have any questions, please contact me at (801) 538-6779 or by e-mail at

istudenka @utah.gov.

Sincerely,

e, Sk

Jeff Studenka, Environmental Scientist
Permits & Compliance Section

Enclosure

cc (w/encl): Darcy O’connor, EPA Region VIII
Claron Bjork, SE District Health Department
Dave Ariotti, SE District Engineer
Pam Grubaugh-Littig, Division of Oil Gas & Mines
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Section A: National Data System Coding
Transaction Code NPDES Yr/Mo/Day Inspection Type Inspector Fac Type
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Section B: Facility Data
Name and Location of Facility Inspected Entry Time Permit Effective Date
WESTRIDGE RESOURCES - WESTRIDGE MINE 10:55 AM 05-01-2003
“C" CANYON ROAD OFF UT HWY. 123, NEAR EAST CARBON, UT Exit Time/Date Permit Expiration Date

12:10 PM/06-30-05 04-30-2008
Name(s) of On-Site Representative(s) Title(s) Phone No(s)
GARY GRAY ENGINEER 435-888-4015
Name, Address of Responsible Official Title
GARY GRAY ENGINEER
P.O. BOX 1077
PRICE, UT 84501
Phone No. Contacted
435-888-4015 Yes

Section C: Areas Evaluated During Inspection
(S = Satisfactory, M = Marginal, U = Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated)

S Permit S Flow Measurement N Pretreatment S Operations & Maintenance
M/U | Records/Reports N Laboratory N Compliance Schedules N Sludge Disposal
S Facility Site Review S | Efftuent/Receiving Water S/M | Self-Monitoring Program Other:

Section D: Summary of Findings/Comments (Attach additional sheets if necessary)

The purposes for the site visit and inspection were to become more familiar with the facility and perform a reconnaissance inspection. We first reviewed the
UPDES general permit and DMR file, at which time Mr. Gray hand-delivered the past three months of DMRs (March, April and May, 2005). We reviewed the
DMRs with Mr. Gray and assisted him in filling out the missing fields and reminded him that the DMRs need to be filled out comptetely and submitted on time
each month. Upon further review of the DMREs, it became evident that the facility has been in violation of the TDS loading limit of 1-ton/day since January of
2005 and that the exceedences have not been reported as required in Part Il. 1.2.d. of the UPDES general permit. Mr. Gray indicated that the recent increases
of mine water flows and elevated TDS concentrations have caused the TDS loading to exceed 1-ton/day. Mr. Gray expressed interest in obtaining an individual
UPDES permit with provisions for Salinity-Offset Projects to achieve compliance with the TDS limitations. We indicated to Mr. Gray that if the mine water
discharge is to continue as it has since January 2005, then the facility needs to pursue and obtain an individual UPDES permit as soon as possible and to notify
the DWQ of any future permit violations.

A tour of the facility included observing the two sedimentation ponds (outfall 001), mine water discharge location and the receiving waters of “C” Canyon
Drainage, which then drains into Grassy Trail Creek. At the time of inspection, the mine water discharge was not reaching Grassy Trail Creek. Mr. Gray
indicated that the mine water discharge does not normally reach Grassy Trail Creek, except during spring runoff, and that a local rancher sometimes uses the
mine water discharge for stock watering. Of the two sediment ponds, only the first or uppermost pond had any water in it and there was no evidence of
discharge to the next pond or to the ensuing streambed. Mr. Gray was very accommodating and there were no other deficiencies observed during the
inspection.

Name(s) and Signature(s) of Inspector(s) Agency/Office/Telephone Date
JEFF STUDEN ( tj ;\ (801) 538-6779
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/ Agency/Office/Telephone Date
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