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OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Re: Kinney Monitoring Update? 
2 messages

Dana Dean <danadean@utah.gov> Wed, Nov 18, 2020 at 4:40 PM
To: Gregory Hunt <geohuntllc@gmail.com>
Cc: Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov>, OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Hi Greg,

I believe we agreed to the following in that meeting:

1 -The 3 years is from the date of the conditional approval,
2 -You can stop baseline monitoring for the time being, but should contact Steve Christensen ASAP when you get close
to mining because you will need at least a high and low flow measurement for the year preceding any mine development
work or construction (can't break ground without it) and
3 - There may be other things that may need updating or checked before breaking ground, such as T&E species data. We
would need to assess that at the time and as always, the more in advance you begin that process with us the more sure it
will be done by the time you are ready to break ground.

I hope this reflects what you understood.

Thank you,
Dana  

Dana Dean, P.E.
Deputy Director - Mining
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining

ogm.utah.gov

On Tue, Nov 3, 2020 at 12:37 PM Gregory Hunt <geohuntllc@gmail.com> wrote: 
Hi Dana;
Thanks for getting back to me.
 
If 3 years is the timeframe we are working with for the terms we discussed I think we can live with that.
 
I will appreciate receiving your letter memorializing the agreement we made in our 14th October
Zoom meeting.
You may recall Yourself Steve and I agreed that Kinney has a record setting volume of baseline
hydraulic data and that data
clearly demonstrate the planned Kinney Mine is high and dry (Hiawatha Seam) and has no chance of
encountering the piezometric surface
for a number of years (6 or 7 depending on the mine plan). That is, the portal site is in the Hiawatha
Seam and the mine plan calls for 
mining within the Hiawatha Seam for years. This being the case, I requested and you and Steve agreed
that Kinney may suspend collecting hydrologic monitoring data until the mine commences mining again.
That is, the mine operator can pay the reclamation bond amount and the permit will be issued and
mining will commence,  and at that time we will resume hydrologic monitoring. The caveat that these
conditions may extend for only three years is now a new clarification but one we can live with.
 
We thank Haley for being so courteous to consider this issue and provide her legal opinion. We look
forward to seeing it in writing.
 

http://ogm.utah.gov/
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Thanks again for your time.
Greg
 
 
 
  Gregory L. Hunt
    Geo-Hunt Consulting 
    16577 Columbine Lane
    Cedaredge, CO 81413
    Office: 970-856-9478
    Cell: 970-260-0448
 
       
 
 
On Tue, Nov 3, 2020 at 10:58 AM Dana Dean <danadean@utah.gov> wrote: 

Hi Greg,
 
My interpretation is that the 3 years applies, because the intent of the rule is to avoid operations starting up without
current public input and up-to-date permitting information.  Haley is doing you a courtesy by studying the question,
but if I were you I would assume the 3 year rule applies and work within that timeline.  
 
Thanks,
Dana
 
Dana Dean, P.E.
Deputy Director - Mining
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
 
ogm.utah.gov
 
 
 
 
On Mon, Nov 2, 2020 at 10:02 AM Gregory Hunt <geohuntllc@gmail.com> wrote: 

Thanks Dana.
Realizing how many issues must pass through the office of the solicitor likley produces a real
bottleneck in your work flow and makes me wonder if that will result in elimination of all other jobs
in the department leaving a secretary to receive mail and pass through the solicitor and back to the
requester. Wow, hope my musings are wrong.
 
 
  Gregory L. Hunt
    Geo-Hunt Consulting 
    16577 Columbine Lane
    Cedaredge, CO 81413
    Office: 970-856-9478
    Cell: 970-260-0448
 
       
 
 
On Mon, Nov 2, 2020 at 9:56 AM Dana Dean <danadean@utah.gov> wrote: 

Not yet, she is super busy with a lot of things on her plate right now.  She is aware of the question and will let us
know as soon as she can.
 
 
Dana Dean, P.E.
Deputy Director - Mining
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
 
ogm.utah.gov
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On Mon, Nov 2, 2020 at 9:42 AM Gregory Hunt <geohuntllc@gmail.com> wrote: 

Dana;
Wondering if the solicitor has responded to your request?
 
 
  Gregory L. Hunt
    Geo-Hunt Consulting 
    16577 Columbine Lane
    Cedaredge, CO 81413
    Office: 970-856-9478
    Cell: 970-260-0448
 
       

Gregory Hunt <geohuntllc@gmail.com> Thu, Nov 19, 2020 at 6:52 AM
To: Dana Dean <danadean@utah.gov>
Cc: Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov>, OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

  Gregory L. Hunt
    Geo-Hunt Consulting 
    16577 Columbine Lane
    Cedaredge, CO 81413
    Office: 970-856-9478
    Cell: 970-260-0448

       
Dana:
Thanks for getting back to me regarding our Video Meeting (14 October 2020).

Your memory of the meeting was mostly correct. My memory is to the point I have to take detailed notes
and or record meetings to preserve detail:

1- Yes we did agree to abide by the timeline confirmed by your solicitor. As you indicated in your email of
3 November the timeline
should be 3 years and apparently Haley has confirmed that to you.
   "My interpretation is that the 3 years applies, because the intent of the rule is to avoid operations starting up without
current public input and up-to-date permitting information.  Haley is doing you a courtesy by studying the question, but if I
were you I would assume the 3 year rule applies and work within that timeline."    

2- NO this is not what we agreed to. We did NOT AGREE to start baseline for the year preceding any mine
development work or construction. We agreed to restart baseline AT THE TIME CONSTRUCTION STARTS.
You may recall the detailed discussion we had recounting the FACT that:

Approximately 15 years of baseline hydrologic data from groundwater monitoring wells
strategically located to unequivocally demonstrate that the Hiawatha Seam resides more than 100
feet above the ground water table (piezometric surface) over the majority of the mine property and
certainly at the portal site and any other position within the mine property that could be reached by
logical mine development within the first 5 years of mining.
Due to previous mining in the area, the only possible portal and initial mains location is
development in the Hiawatha Seam at a very specific, well defined, location that has been
presented on every mine plan submitted to UDOGM in relation to development of the Kinney Mine.
Together the two foregoing facts demonstrate a third fact, that is, it would be impossible for initial
construction and mine development of the Kinney Mine, as outlined in mine plans, to impact the
hydrologic regime even if the miners involved had malicious intent to impact the hydrologic regime. 
The portal has to spud into the Hiawatha Seam at a very specific location because of previous
mining, and the Hiawatha Seam resides more than 100 feet above the water table over the majority
of the mine life (at least for the first 5 years). As you will recall these facts were recounted and
acknowledged as facts by all three of us in the meeting. 
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During our video meeting I also made the case "twice" that:

given the three facts recounted above, and the fact that a mine permit had been granted conditional
approved on 21 August 2019 authorizing development/construction of the mine, once the
reclamation bond is posted, that mine construction could commence WITHOUT ADDITIONAL
BASELINE DATA up until three years from the conditional approval date.
We all agreed the term of three years from approval date was to be clarified by the solicitor which
has since occurred. 
I made the case and offered that should the Kinney Mine be fortunate enough to secure a sales
contract, within the three year period, we would immediately restart baseline data
gathering simultaneously with commencing construction of the portal NOT a YEAR BEFORE.

3- Yes we did agree that there may be a need to check and possibly update items like T&E species data.
However, collecting data to satisfy these items does not require a year in advance of construction. We did
agree "the more advance timing the better." The following specific language was not included, however it
is my belief that in theory those items could be completed the week before construction begins so long as
there is acknowledgment from your office that the data had been property collected and were sufficient to
satisfy any update requirements. 

Thanks again for your attention to this matter. We are keeping our fingers crossed for a
positive development with a coal sales contract. Absent a positive development there, our straining over
these details could be moote.

Greg

[Quoted text hidden]


