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Western States Minerals Corporation
4875 Van Gordon Street
Wheatridge, Colorado 80037

J.B KEing Mine
Utah Permit No.o 015/00%

Oversight Inspection
September 29, 1988

Farticipants:

Fade H. Orell, Office of Surface Mining Feclamation and Enforcement,
Albuquerque Field Office (AF0), Bill Warmack, Utah Division of i1,
Gas, and Mining (DOGMY.

Mine Site Evaluation Inspection Report Form:

The Mine Site Evaluation Inspection Report form has been completed to
reflect the oversight inspection. The number 2 is at per fomance
standard codes L, Other (failure to minimize ercsiond; R, Handling of
Acid or Toxic Materials and W, Other, to indicate the issuance of a
two part Notice of Violation by DOGSM and a Ten—Day Notice (TDND
lssued to the state by the AFO.TDN 88-02-107-10 was issued frem the
office rather than the field. Additional explanation concerning the
issuance of the TDN is presented later in this report.

Introduction:

The inspection included field obgservations as well as a brief records
review. The weather was clear and mild. Ground conditions were dry. A
Fentax IR Zoom camera was used to photograph areas of interest. While
we observed the mine in total this report documents only those parts
af the mine where problems were evident. :

Fecords Review:

The J.HE. King Mine is in reclamation with the company offices in
Colorado. Therefore, a mine site records review could not be
completed rather the review was conducted at the offices of DOSEM in
Salt Lake Zity. The records review included observations of the
Mining and Reclamation Flan (MRF) and the administrative files
related to ingpections, correspondence, notices of violation, etc.. 1
also reviewed documents relative to the previous aversight
inspection.
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Field Inspecticon:

The field inspection commenced at the entrance to the mine area at
the northwest corner of the property. We walked the site Commensing
at the approximate location of the feeder ditch, along the reclaimed
portal area, across the top of the refuse pile, eventually
terminating at the point of beginning.

Fefuse File: The inspection of the reclaimed refuse pile indicated
the existence of an area along the east side of the pile that i¢ need
of reclamation. The area is approximately 20 feet wide and S00 feet
Lang.

The inspection of the revegetated area in general indicated the need

tfor additional erosion control practices. We observed contouwr furrows

and silt fences installed to control erosion. We also observed that
the measuwres have not been effective on a mine wide basis. The M& Jir
problems, however are located on the south facing slope of the
refuse. Slope aspect, exposure, and the physical -nature of the soils
are rendering attempts at stabilization ineffective. We also observed
a number of small bare areas where the chemical content of the soils
may be limiting. DOGM issued Notice of Viclation 88-30~1-2(1) to the
operator for the lack of erasion control as a result of the last
state partial inspection on September 7, 1988. Apparently DOGM
condusted a complete inspection on August 9 at which time the erosion
problems were originally identified.

Subsidence: The inspection also included aobservations of an area of
subsidence. The area is located to the east of the portal area where
overburden thickness is relatively thin. We observed a larqge
depression on the surface with numerous sur face cracks evident. The
cracks are several hundreds of feet long. One of the areas we
measured was approxiamtely 4 inches wide and 7 feet deep. DOGM issued
NOV 88-30-1-20(2) for failure on the part of the operator to repair
the surface effects of subsidence in accordance with the approved
permit. Although the NOV was issued as a result of the September 7,
1988 partial it was identified during the August Dy, 1988 complete.

Additonal Fecords Review:

The DOGM representative elected not to issue an NOV for the
revegetation test plot problem at the refuse pile. The representative
aleso vequested that I discuss the situation further with individuals
in the DOGM Salt Lake Uity office before issuwing a TDN. Upon my
return to Balt Lake City on September 30 1 reviewed the problem with
Juobn Whitehead., We discussed the requirements of the approved permit.
He referenced me to the Technical Analysis (TAY wherein I read a
brief discussion about the test plot. The TA was completed in August
1985 with reclamation commencing shortly thereafter. Fart 817.103 of
the TA describes the test plot. It indicates the Division relieves
the operator from the revegtation success liability at the test plaot
because the plot is being installed at the request of the Division.

.



FAGE

The TA does not mention the requirement to cover the refuse at the
site of the plat with 4 feet of cover.l advised the Division
representative that I would conduct additional research upon my
veturn to the AF0 and that a TDN may follow.

Upon my rtuwrn to the office I researched our files. . I did not find
information which would support not issuing a TDN. It also is not
readily apparent that the Division can relieve an operator from
revegtation success liability.

In any event, the inspection indicated the need to reclaim the tes
plot area in accordance with the approved permit and the requirements
of the regulations. [ discussed the situation with my supervisor and
issued TDN 88-02-107-10 from the offfice on Dotober 4, 1988. I also
contacted John Whitehead with DOGM for the purpose of advising him
that the TDN will be mailed to the Division.
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