United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING j
Reclamation and Enforcement
L e B Brooks Towers
s 2 1020-15th Street
DENVER, COLORADO 80202

Bpril 24, 1980

Mr. Ron Daniels

s .
Coordinator of Mined Land Development APR 28 1980
Department of Natural Resources »
1588 West North Temple DIVISION OF
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 OlL, GAS & MINING

Dear Mr. Daniels:

Enclosed please find copies of on-site inspection reports.
were conducted within Huntington #4 Mine
of March 5, 1980.

The inspections
during the period

If you have any questions or problems, please contact this office.
M

Smith
Chief, Division of Inspection & Enforcement

Sincerely,

Murray .



REGION V ON-SITE INSPECTION REPORT

BEAVER CREEK COAL COMPANY
(FORMERLY SWISHER COAL COMPANY)
HUNTINGTON CANYON #4 MINE
1109 South Carlton Avenue
P.0. Box AU
Price, Utah 84501

DATE: March 5, 1980

TIME: 8:20 a.m.

WEATHER: Cold and overcast

COUNTY & STATE: Emery County, Utah

COMPANY OFFICIALS: Dan Guy and Donald Trapp
STATE OFFICIALS: Joe Helfrich and Doug Stewart
OSM OFFICIAL: Gary Fritz

MSHA I.D. NUMBER: 4201270

STATE PERMIT NO: ACT/015/004

NOV ISSUED: None

GENERAL COMMENTS

This semi-annual inspection was scheduled to check the status of development
of this mine. The mine has been closed since the company completely mined all
of the Federal under lease coal in October 1978. Authorization to begin or
continue any mining development until the Federal mining permit is renewed has
not been granted. According to John Hardaway, Assistant Regional Director,

Division of Technical Analysis and Research, the company has accepted our
stipulations.

The surface facilities which serve as support for the underground mining
operation have not been changed. However, the company was authorized to con-
struct drainage control structures which included change in road grade,
installing culverts, building diversions, and sediment ponds. I was not able

to totally evaluate the system because several feet of snow covered most of
the area.

COMPLIANCE WITH INTERIM REGULATIONS

717.11 General Obligations

The State of Utah has concurred with our stipulations. Issuance of
approval to commence mining will be coordinated with our approval.

717.12 Signs and Markers

The mine permit signs were posted at all points of access to the area
from the public road. The roads into the mine were being maintained.

The main gate into Mill Fork Canyon was locked. I question this
practice because this 1is a public road until it crosses fee property.
I have been told the road switches back and forth between fee and
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717.12

717.14

717.17

Signs and Markers (cont.)

Federal properties. At the present time, the Forest Service has no
problem with the locked gate policy. Signs were posted at the en-—
trance to each of the mine pads off the main road.

A topsoil sign was posted on the pile that was saved from the recent
sediment pond counstruction.

Backfilling and Grading of Surface Work Area

Diversion ditches and road grades have been installed or improved to
efficiently control runoff from above and below the affected area.

Protection of the Hydrologic System

The company has attempted to divert the canyon drainage on the mine
area around the upper and lower yards. The effectiveness of the new
and improved system cannot be determined until runoff occurs.

A diversion ditch was built at the base of the portal face to direct
runoff above the disturbed area away from the mine yards. According

to Mr. Guy, the ditch was surveyed in so it will drain, but the percent
of drop from top to hottom is very small. The ditch also has rocks in
it at spaced intervals to serve as energy dissipaters in accordance with
the recommendation of the State Technical and Inspection force.

The outflow for the diversion ditch was unprotected. Mr. Guy said it
would be riprapped or logs would be installed perpendicular to the fall
line to keep runoff velocity to an acceptable level. According to

Mr. Guy, the dissipater or series of dissipaters will be installed this
spring as weather permits.

Two sediment ponds have been built below the mine yards to control
the runoff from the pads and portions of the access roads. A deeply
incised primary pond catches runoff from the upper pad, a portion of

the access road to that pad, and the lower pad which is the stockpile
area.

The secondary pond, which is located just below the primary, receives
overflow from the primary and runoff from the access road leading to
the mine tipple yard.

Both ponds are equipped with reinforced spillways that are above the

main pool stage level so they are designed to discharge only above a
prescribed storm event. No pipe spillways were installed nor are they
required on the ponds. A drop structure was installed below the spill-
way on the secondary pond. A concrete splash basin was set at ground
level for the culvert that carries pond discharge under the main access
road to the perennial stream, Mill Fork Creek, which is on the other side.
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717.17 Protection of the Hydrologic System (cont.)

Portions of the access roads are being graded with slopes toward the
inside with drainage flow to the sediment ponds. Several culverts

were installed for cross drainage on steeply ascending portions of the
access road going to the upper yard. I failed to ask about the interval
between the culverts, this should be checked on the next inspection.

The drainage from the affected area on the upper mine yard is being
channeled through culverts with short drop aprons. Water is then
picked up in a diversion above the tipple that directs the runoff

into a culvert running along the side of the tipple eventually draining
to the primary sediment pond.

717.20 Topsoil Handling and Revegetation

Topsoil was pulled off the area on which the sediment ponds were built,
and is stored on the upper end of the leach field below the tipple pad.

All of the disturbed areas, including the sediment pond embankments and

the topsoil piles, have been planted with temporary cover with a wind-
mill seeder.

Mr. Guy was asked about the water monitoring program during the on-site
inspection of the disturbed area. He said that samples were being

taken in accordance with the mine plans. Sample records should be reviewed
during the next inspection.
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GARY L. FRITZ
RECLAMATION SPECIALIST






