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Ken W. Wangerud

Coordinator, Permits and Compliance Group
ARCO Coal Company

555 77th St., Box 5300

Denver, CO 80217

Dear Mr. Wangerud:

This is to confirm your discussion with John Hardaway regarding the status of
the Huntington Canyon #4 Mine in 1978-1980. Since Hovember 7, 1978 and until
January, 1980, OSM worked diligently with the State of Utah and Swisher Coal
Company to develop and approve a new mining and reclamation plan which
incorporated a short—term lease. During that period, we considered the mine .
as & non-producing mine, but not an abandoned mine since enviromsental and
engineering*measurements were being made and since no notice of abandonment
had been filed with OSM by the operator pursuant to 30 CFR 211.41(d). In our
opinion, the operator made a good faith effort to comply with 08M's requests
during that period.

Our records show that on July 18, 1978, 08#'s Solicitor received a copy of the
wine plen extension for the Swisher Coal Compeny Huntington Canyon #4 Hipe.
The mining and reclamation plan was accompanied by a copy of short term lease
application U-33454. On July 17, 1978, OSM received a hydrology and
subsidence monitoring plan for the mine. Ou September 7, 1975, 0O8M received

a copy of the USGS approval of a minor amendment of the underground mining
sequence for the mine. On or about September 13, 1978, O8M received notice
from the Geological Survey that the Environmental Assessment for the #4 Mine
was being rewritten to include the short term lease. The completed EA was
received by OSM on October 5, 1973,
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0SM received, and forwarded to the Forest Service and to the reagional office
of the Geological Survey, copies of the mining end reclamation plan on
Hovember 9, 1978, By November 28, 1978 O3M had completed its review of the
important hydrologic elements of the submission and on January 5, 1979, 08M
forwarded coplies of a list of additional information requirements to other
foederal agencies for review and comment. A copy was also sant to UTrah
Division of 0il, Gas and Mining and provided to isher Coal
February 7, 1979, © satisfied Urah's vequest that i
the deficiencies,
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On March 8, 1979, additional information raeceived from
to the other federal sgercies and, by Hay 3, 1979, the
recommended approval with respect to coal recovery and

Swisher was forwarded
Geological Survey had
mine development.

In July of 1979, draft specisal stipulations were provided by 08M te Utah. OUn
July 16, 1979, Swisher received the st nulations. In Geptember, O5M met with
Swisher and Utah to resolve the remain ng operations reparding the stipula-
tions and on September 18, 1979, O8M received an addendum from Swisher which
respounded to mauny of the remaining deficiencies in the wining and reclamation
plan. In the wmeantime, on August 30, UM received, frow the Porest Service,
comments on certain stipulatione.

On September 11,- 1979, all comments on the stipulations were incorporated by
031 into a final version and sent to the federsl agencies involved as well as
to Utah and the operator.
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On Septeuwber 14,
UBH

forwarded to

1979 the recommendation for approval of the plan was
~ Headquarters.

On Septembexr 27, 1979, Swisher requested approval to construct 2 sedimentation
and drainage control system of the #4 Mine. This was approved by 0SM on
September 28 and the Forest Service provided copies of its special use permit
for the Sedimentation pond on Hoveuber 20,
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08 continued te work toward approval by the Assistant Secretary in November
of 1979, On December 28, 1979, 08M provided additional analyses of the
applicant's responses to the stipulations and wodified the time constrainta

for compliance as requested by 3wisher. The mining and
approved by the Department and forwarded to the opevater on January

Subsequent to this approval, numerous rasponses to stipulations and
to the approved operations were received and procurved by 08H,
listed here,
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OSH inspected the #4 Hine on October i, 1978, at
considered an active mine (See inspection report fo
- operation was also inspected on September 17, 1979
"~ iaspection report) and again on March 3, 1%@6

which tiwme the operation was
or that daﬁe). The
(called ¥inactive” in

‘I trust this information is pertinent in answeriag your question. 1f

net,
please let me know.

Sinceraly,

DORALD A, CRANE

cer  Jim Smith, Utah DOGH
Ron Daniels, Utah DOGH :
Xeed Christensen ~ USFS, Manti LaSal Yat'i
Jack Moffitt - USGS, SLC

‘Orest

st

bce:  Chron
OFC ,
'J.ﬁérdaway
Reading File/RD

J.Hardaway:blu:07/17/81






