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June 25, 1Sr81

Memo to Coal File:

RE: Kaiser Steel Co rr .
cE"/015 /OO+
hery County, Utah

The above-mentioned operation was visited on June 18, f981, by Jerry
Iebing from the U. S . Geologieal Survey ( USGS ) , ltark I'Iacki ewicz from the
Bureau bf Land Managenent f BLtq) , Sid Vogelpohl from the BLM, Bob l{i1son from
Kaiser Stee1 Corporation, his driller for the exploration project and Joe
Helfrj-ch from the Division of OiI, Gae and lrlining /D0GH). Ttre pur?ose of the
trip Iras to acquaint representatives from State and Federal regu}atory
ageneies with Kaiser Steel Corporation's exploration program on their proposed
South lease property. Acces to the area is by paved road. through Horse Canyon
to the U. S. Steel Geneva minesite. Traveling through the ninesite taking the
firs t ri ght hand tur"n after leavi-ng the pe r:m.it area. fhe proposeil dri1l,ing
for this season is in l{ilIlams Wash which is located in Tomship 16 and f?
South, Range 14 and 15 East. $tate leases #U 2820 and L6429 are located in
Township 16 South, Range f4 East, Section 36- which contain drill sites #S-4,
S-2680' s-2980 and water monitoring well #1. The driling program encompasses
three eategories: core ho1esl water monitoring well holes: and profile holes,
most of which are locatecl on BLI{ ground .

0n June 2, 1981, the DOG}-I lssued Mr. Robert L. Ifilson pe::mission to
conmenee his exploration activities on the South tease area. Although the
ope rato r has received a perrai t from the Division to eommence exploratory
drilling ' he is sti1l under obligation to comply with the perfor"manee
standards as addressed under Seetion 815 et seq of the peraanent regulatory
program anil 50 CFH 211 et seq governi-ng coal exploration on federal 1and,s.
Drring the tour, governuent representatives and the driller sere aequainted
with drilling sites #S-JZ, core hole adajacent to l,ittle Park Road. Ho pits
will be dug, the operator will use a portable I,FOO gallon tank. However, he
may need to dig a pit if he cannot aequire this tank. Site S-}O--this site
has already been dri11ed. BL,III and USGS representatives asked Hr, Wilson to
remove some additional conerete around, the drill hole and recontour a snall
pit that lvas left adjacent to the area. Site T2-A was an alternate dril1 site
located in Little Park l{ash. Profile #1, 2 aad J are a1l loeated. in Little
Park l{ash each consisting of three holes that are dis tributed acros s the
botton of the tlash hut not in the l{ash itself. These stakes are presently
located in a mixture of sage and rabbitbrrrsh and some native grasses. They
will be drilled to deter"mi-ne the nature of the profile above the existing coal
seam in the llash. IIHWI is a hole that has been conve rted into a water
monitoring uelI. The aeces road to the ilrill site should. be reclaimerd to
approximate original contour. I]l,ftfz is located in little Park Wash just below
the proposeil di-sturbed area near the confluenee of Little Park Wash and-
Hillians Draw. Profile Site 2 is located approximately t/2 nite below IIITfWZ in
Little Park lfash and Profile Site 3 is loeated approrinately 1/2 nile below
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Profile Site 2 in Littl-e Park Wash. I{r. Wilson has indieateil that the general
tlrilling procedures for the profile sites wj-1I eonsist of driving to the area
with a drill r:Lg ln ilrilling to the approximate depth of the existing coal
$€aIII. Aceess to the areas will be through Willians Draw and -T,ittle Park
I{ash. If the operator or driller conmences activities in this nanner, he wi1l
be in vioration of rJltc BrF.r5(c)frt(2)(a)(e)(e)rr) and rj).

A neeiing will be helil in rnid-Ju1y to establish management
responsibilities between the Division of 0i1, Gas and l*li-ningn the USG$ anit the
BLI![ on coal erploration sites.

In viewing tlrill site S-5O, WUIII , 1'll{1,il2 ancl a drill site that was drilled
in 19?5 ' it was evident that there lras no environmental d.egrailation created by
the drilling activity an(l natural revegetation hact been established to some
extent. Although environnental degradation will be negllgible as a result of
the drilling procedures described by Mr- Wilson, compliance with Section BIF
on the regulations will not be net. At a minimum, I{r. I{ilson should request a
variance from the Dirrision of 0i1, Gas and Mining on those sections of the
perfoltance standard.s which he feels he cannot meet as a result of his
tlrilling procedures on State lands.
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