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Dear Mr. Watson:

In response to your September 10, 1984 notice of plams to fnitfate retreat
pintfag in the Hiawatha coal seam of Muntingtem Canyon No. 4 Mine, Mr, Allen
Yance of my staff made a wine Inspection on Septesber 13, 1934. He observed
the extent of mining accomplished, the conditions of abandonment and the initial
retreat mining activities tn the Hiswmtha coal seam. It 1s apparent that
retreat mining activities 1n both seams (Hiawatha and Blind Canyon) for the
rerinder of the mine, will soon be cospleted.

W recomsend that you subsit a final abandomment proposal for the mine to this
office as sooh as possible for our review and approval. The abandonment proposal
must {nclude your plan to protect the wmined recoverable coal reserves as well
as your method of sealing and backf{11ing the portal entries. Hormally, a
reinforced conrete wall, keyed 12 inches all around using #4 vebar on 12 iach
centers in both dirvections, should be built at a location 1 each portal eatry
where the overburden 13 3 times the height of the coal seam, or at least 50
feet fnby the portal. Noancombustable esrthen material would be placed to
s0lidly backfill each eatry out to where & space vemains equa) to the thickness
of the coal. Rock would be placed fn this space to complete the backfill and
create a resistant cover at the surface (see enclosure).
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ipon cospletion of fim? abandonment procedures the BLM will iofors the Forest
Sarvice, OSM and DOOM of fm mmﬂzm&

If vou have zauy questiong, please contact Allen Vance at 637-4584,

Sincerely yours,

/s/ leon E. Berggren
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PERMANENT CLOSURE OF
DRIFT QPENING

A
L. 1om . , : .
oL Reinforced concrete wall keyed 12"

all around, and #4 rebar cn 12"
centers in both directions
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Alternate method: To fill the entrance
with rock filled gabions
from the concrete wall out.
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