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pear wr. Marshall:

e have received and reviewed your proposal to seal oft all of State cual
“lease HL-22603 at the Trail Mountain No. 9 Rine betuween Grosscut 26 and 29 on
* Wain dest. This would isolate the 1st and Znd South eotries that are
currently being maintainec for possible access to Lie unleased Federal coal
reserves south of the State coal lease. Though this area 1s on State lease
and normally eut of the jurisdictios of the SLW, 1st and Znd South are
potential access ways to Federal coal and thus would effect toe BLR's
responsidility to.ensure sound and logical wine developaent o maximize the
recovery of Feveral coal. Your proposal to seel the area will not jeopardiie
the access or recovery of the Federal coal and is héredy approved. ' _ i
 Gaservations by &y staff indicate that 1st and 7nd South entries are standing
weli. There i5 low cverburden and the roof reck appears cowpetent. We agree -
that no major deverioration of - the eatries will occur wnile the area 1S
sealed, AlsG, access to the south reserves §$ still possiple through your
jease U-45334.

An approved copy of your proposal is enclosed, This approval will neve ro

affect on the surface anvironsent and ro environmental assessuent is needed as

per the National Environmental Protection Act. The approval wiil also not

o affgqvt_ga? minable Federal coal under leasé.. If you have furthar guestions,
pTeasd €alT 4€7or Stephen Falk of my staff at 637-4564. . -

5 rucérely yours,

/37 JAMES w. DRYDEN
~ Ares Uanager |
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Re Traf{/Mountain #9 Mine Seals

Dear Jim: _ -

As was discussed with Steve Falk, Beaver Creek Coal
company proposes to install seals between #28 and #29 cross cut
in the Main West Entries of Trail Mountain #9 Mine. These
seals would effectively isolate lst and 2nd South panels (See
enclosed map).

The lst and 2nd South panels are development only panels.
These panels fall within the escarpment barrier, second mining
has been prohibited by DOGM. Subsidence concerns prevent any
second mining within this protected barrier.

As you well know Beaver Creek Coal Company has submitted a
lease application for the coal south of the present mine works.
Beaver Creek realizes that lst or 2nd South panel will probably
be the access to this lease. Because of this potential access
Beaver Creek has maintained the South panels at great expense
in both manpower and materials.

We believe that sealing this area will accomplish two
things. First, access will be preserved for the South Lease
area, and second, by sealing, maintenance costs for that area
will be greatly reduced.

If you have any questions please call me and we can
discuss this matter further.

Sincerely,

%;3 Marshall

Senlor Mine Engineer






