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(2 Carbon County mmes first in West to be restoredW

127

By JOSEPHINE ZIMMERMAN
The Daily Herald

CARBON COUNTY — “Two coal
mines in Carbon County are the first in
the West to be reclaimed and restored to

“wildlife and grazing uses.

Mary Ann Wright, associate director
. for mining for the Utah Division of Oil,
Gas and Mining, said the two mines are
‘the first- in the West to complete
restoration projects since passage of the
federal Coal Mining Act 20 years ago.
They will receive a total of $706,104 in
financial security bonds posted when
the mines were opened in 1969 and
1977.
© Utah’s
Mountain

“Canyon Company LLC,
Coal Company began

K restoration of the mines shortly after its

Huntington Canyon Mine No:4, and
Gordon Creek No..3 and No. 6 closed
The areas have now been returned to a
usable pre-mined condition; according
to Dick Pick, president and CEO of
Canyon Fuel. Pick said the company is
pleased that its commitment to respon-
sible mining practices was so ably

"demonstrated by work at the sites.

Located about 20 miles from Price,
the Huntington Canyon and Gordon

Creek mines opérated " intermittently ..
“since the 1940s..

“The | Huntington
Canyon mine closed in. 1984 and the
Gordon Creek mines -in
Reclamation work by the mining com-

pany began shortly after shutdown,

with portal sealing, reshaplng the: land
and planting for wildlife species.

The vegetatlon then had to be estab-

1980.

lished for 10 years before the bond could
be released.

“This marks a great success in a

cooperative relationship = between
Utah's-coal mining companies and the
state,” Wright said. “The company has
mined the resource, reclaimed the sur-
face land disturbances and returned the
land to wildlife and grazing uses. This is
how the process is intended to work,
and-in this case it has worked well.”.
-+ Before a bond may be released, each
reclaimed site must pass estab_lished
state and federal standards, and rigor-
ous scientific testlng and . long term
monitoring. .

State and company ofﬁc1a1s will tour
the sites June 17, prior to an evening

" celebration to formally release the

bonds held on the sites. ,





