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IN RT]PLY REFER TO:

States Dc,pi^i-i-ment of the
FISH AND \i'ILDLIF-E SERVICE

AREA OF'FICI' COLORAI)O_UTAH
I31I FEDERAL BUILDING

I25 SOUTH STATE STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84138-119?

August 5, I 982

Mr. Cleon Feight, Director
Division of 0'i l, Gas and Mining
4241 State Office Building
Salt Lake City, Utah B4l14

Attn: Mr. Lynn M. Kunzl er

Dear I'lr. Kunzl er:

This constitutes our response to your request, for predesign consultation
for the l^lildhorse Ridge l4ine (PR0/015/001 ) proposed by Anaconda Minerals
in Bear Creek Canyon.

We have reviewed the proposed facilities and site for the mine during
our three coordinated field trips and have also queried our computer
data bases for other rel evant data.

Attached you will find the results of our computer searches. The results
indicate the permit area is:

71.1% Elk critical winter range
2?.0% El k high priority summer range
6.3Y, El k h i gh pri ori ty wi nter range

I 00% Mul e deer c ri t i cal w'i nter range
31.7% Within I km. of golden eagle nests

The area in which facil ities ('i ncludes areas outside of permit area) are
proposed to be built is:

78.3"1 El k critical wi nter range
4.47, EI k high priority summer range

17.4% El k high prioirty winter range
I00% lulul e deer criti cal wi nter range
39.1"/" l^Ii thi n I km. of gol den eag'l e nests

A golden eagle nest in the Shl I/2, Stl I/4, Sec. 25)T. 16 S., R. 7 E.,
was actjve with 2 young when surveyed in I982. There are a total of 5

raptor nest sites known to exist in the same canyon. Near the section
line between sections l3 and 24 are ? large inactive stick nests. In
the N 7/2 section, Sec. 19, T. l6 S., R. B E., there are 2 golden eagle
nests; however we were only able to verify the location of I in I9BZ
since surveys were hampered by high winds.



Faee ?

The proposed facil ities and access road shoul d not signif icantly 'impact'

golden eagle nesting 9nd no restrictions are t'99*:l:1^f:,:^:ntt area'

'ther 
activities by the company within the buffer zones should be avojded

when active nesting attempts by eaglei are in p*ogress', 0ther potential

sources of di sturbance to' nesi sites i ncl ude envi ionmental nronitori ng

and exP-l orati on acti vi ti es '

No listed species of threatened or endangered plants 0r animals are

known to occur on the permit area. A concern would be t.he possible

preSenceot'ine-cu,'aidai;;p*itg',lffi+!orealevar..canone.We
feelal]areasse,.|ecteoior'surfaie-ffi6ancEffiilTabei;V'en-toried
for this spec'ies ind protected if present'

'ur 
major concerns about the proposed deveropments are related to the

I ocation of the access road. 
'These are .prithtjtv: {u) .u.lYul surface

djsturbance of high varueo habitats, and' (b) tl* introduction of a zone

of behavorial avoidance-Jue to the **i.nrioit of sign'ificant human activities

approximateiy on.-lralf tii* up the right fork of Bear Creek Canyon'

The Fish and lnlildlife service mitigation p'l anning goal.s gu'ide us on hol^r,

and what types of witutife habitat-'ire to be p.oieit.ea oi mitigated (FR

V. 46, No. I 5, 7644-7663i . if''* haUitat i n the canyon-!!Ltp* proposed

for the access road *ouifi-n* .onsidered resource citegory I or ?' The

goal for mitigat,ion prunning wourd be "no net. loss of in'kind habitat

varue,'for category z o.'in6 loss ol-**iiting habitat" for category l'

The hab.itat proposed for crearing for the road has a substantial number

of very ord ponderosa pine and u-nu*b*" of rarge snags. Trees this size

are not common and we berieve they-iifrlficantly enhance t.his dra'i nage'

Birds such as the pigmy-o*i iaentitiel by_lhe.cbrnpany !n the permit area

wour d use cavi ti es -i n trees r i ke th;;;- 
-'Th* 

drai hag-e i tsel f woul d

appear to oit*" potential for Cooper!s hawk nesting'

we recornmend that i nventori es be compl eted- f or mi gratory.bi rds of hi gh

federat interest (MBHFI) and. qmqhuii! u* placed oil local,ing and protecting

breeding habitats for ir,*r* b'irds if they'occur on the permit area'

Areas requiring invento;i; are those wtitrin 1 km of proposed disturbances

for songbirds and raptors. survey-methods for songbirds. should include

a rec0nnaissance ,u.u*i.io oeiermin*-rp*.i::.-preseit and then a suitable

survey to determine n*trri;g";;;ri'iv-*r'[n-lleHrr ipeli"s have been documented

to occur. ,n,e suggest usi ng, tape rlcordi ngs. to f ac'ir i tate 1 ocati ng

nest.i ng songbi rds. si nce it,e u.*u-iilp;;i;a uy human acti vi tv wi I I be

expanded uj'op*r,ing thi;-mi ne, the area impacli ng bi g game duri ng critical
seasons wr i I hl so be exPanded'

l'le feel sufficient justificat,ion exists t0 ask the company for a more

exhaustive review of thg o-pt'ions. for accessing the cogl-?n the tract

such as an underground fiti to the coal seursl transportatjon of miners

to the p'rta1 s, and options for qoao design. This rev'iew should include

construction, ffidintenance (especiiTiv snoil removal) and reclamation for

the following oPtions:



Underground access to the coal seams from 'r.he canyon bott.om-

One Iane maintenance road with passing lanes, bu'i 1t predominantly
above the second bench of the drainage with minimal extension
northeast of t he ex'ist i ng devel oped access '

3. One lane maintenance road in drainage designed to abut one
side or the other of the drainage, ffiinimize the number of
crossings of the channel and avoid killing or removing any of
the 1 arge pines or dead snags.

4. Two lane road above second bench of drainage.

5. Two lane road in drainage designed to minimize stream crossings
cut and fill and removal of large trees and snags.

These options are listed in what t'te believe is an increasing order of
impact to wildlife. 0ption 5 will require considerab'ly more effort to
mitigate than 0ption l.
lileasures t,o mi nimi ze impacts to wi I dl ife and miti gate impacts woul d
depend upon the final choice of access and the results of inventories.
Those suggested in this letter and during field reviews include:

I . Avoi d human act i vit'ies , underground bl asti ng or other i ntrus i ons
that have an impact at the golden eagle nest sites from February
15 to July I or when young are still present at the nest site.

2. Eliminate, ffiinimize, and/or buffer human intrusions into
critical big game ranges through choice of access, consolidating
personnel movements on roads, avo'iding critical areas (i.e.
near water sources) avoiding unnecessary habitat destruction
(i.e. virgin timber), speed controls, and avoid creating
barriers to big game movement.

3. Enhance habitats where potent'ial exists to mitigate impacts
caused by the Companyrs activities. These could include but
are not be I imited to:

Replacement of existing or potential nest cavities
I ost due to tree and snag removal ;

Purchase of grazing rights or enhancement of existing
wi nter use areas to repl ace areas I ost to big game

use through habitat destruction or avoidance;

Protection, maintenance or enhancement of surface
water sources.

l.

2.
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l^le appreciate the opportunities wer ve had to comment
the cooperativeness of the company and 0il, Gas and
options to minimize impacts to wildlife.

and wish
Mining in

to acknorvl edge
reviewi ng

Act'i ng Fi el d Supervi sor
Ecological Services

Attachments

cc; Dl'lR: SLC, Price
USFS: Price
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