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TO: Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, Permit Supervisor\///
FROM: Susan M. White, Senior Reclamation Biologist/6k27é%}
RE: Hidden Valley Revegetation Plan for NOV N91-26-8-2,

Hidden Valley Mine, ACT/015/007, Folder #5, Emery
County, Utah.

Synopsis

JBR, consultants to Hidden Valley Coal Company, submitted a
revegetation plan for abatement of the above referenced
violation. This memo will review only the plan, titled Hidden
Valley Coal Company Plan For Abatement of Notice of Violation No.
N91-26-8-2, and the permit amendment pages dated December 8, 1992
and received by the Division on December 14 1992. No other
documents or submittal by the operator were reviewed by this
author.

Analysis

The permittee’s plan proposes to seed the access road, road
fill slopes, and stream buffer zone slopes. All areas will be
prepared and seeded by hand methods. With the exception of the
road surface all areas to be seeded have never been seeded as
originally required in the approved plan. The access road will
be interseeded to avoid disturbance to existing vegetation. The
slopes of the road fill and stream buffer zone will be hand
pitted and then seeded.

A revised seed mixture is proposed. The mixture is based on
species observed during the 1992 vegetation sampling.

The permittee’s plan requires acceptable soil conditions for
implementation. The permittee commits to seeding by February
1,1993 pending site conditions. If seeding is to occur after
that date, because of the need for extension due to site
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conditions, a revised seed mixture will be submitted to the
Division.

The permittee’s plan uses revegetation techniques which are
commonly accepted as standard in the revegetation field and are
in compliance with the regulations. Obtaining successful
revegetation is dependent not only on a good revegetation plan
but on how that plan is implemented, seed quality and source, and
weather conditions. Therefore, the Division may approve a plan
and observe the implementation, however this does not guarantee
seed germination and subsequent revegetation success.

Recommendation

The plan is technically adequate and may be approved for
implementation. The permittee must notify the Division when
seeding is to begin or if environmental condition prohibit
seeding. Seeding in those area where the operator had previously
failed to seed will start the bond clock (R645-301-357.100) and
the permittee must submit a map of the seeded areas with dates of
seeding after the seeding is completed.

cc: Bill Malencik
Tom Munson
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