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Susan M. Whi te,  Senior  Reclamat ion Bio log is t  , /Z/

N 9 3 - 3 5 - B - 1 ,  H i d d e n  V a l l e v  C o a I  C o m p a n y .  H i d d e n  V a I I e y
M i n e .  A C T / 0 1 5 / 0 0 7 .  F o l d e r  # 2 .  E m e r y  C o u n t v .  U t a h

SYNOPSTS

By le t ter  dated November 12,  1993 f rom Lee Edmonson,  Cal -
Mat ,  the permi t tee,  proposed a set t lement  Lo Not ice of  V io l -a t . ion
N93-35 -8 -1 .  The  l e t te r  con ta ined  seve ra l  m is lead ing  concep ts
that  I  wi l l  address in  th is  memo. Perhaps,  a  set t lement
agreement could be proposed such that the ten-year bond clock
issue would not  be addressed unt i l  the t ime of  bond re lease
app l i ca t i on .

ANATJYSIS

One set.t lement proposal offered by the permittee was for the
Div is ion to  a l - l -ow revegetat ion act iv i t ies c lass i f ied as husbandry
pract . ices as an "exper imenta l  pract ice" .  This  proposal  coul -d be
acceptable,  however  exper imenta l  pract ices as def ined by R645-
302-21-0 requi re an appl icat ion deLai l ing the pract ice,  the
env i ronmen ta l  bene f i t s ,  mon i to r i ng ,  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  and  the  D iv i s ion
and the Of f ice (OSM) must  concur .  I  env is ion th is  as a long
process and one which wil-I  not correct the immediate problem at
hand ,  N93-35 -8 -1 .  However ,  t he  ope ra to r  may  pu rsue  t f r i s  avenue .

The permj- t tee a l leges that  t .he "s i te  as a whole is  wel l  on
i t s  way  to  mee t ing  Lhe  D iv i s ion ' s  revege ta t i on  s tandards ' t .  I n
October of this year I took some cursory vegetation data and my
data on the reference area cover  va l -ue is  far  d i f ferent  than that
c l -a imed by the operator .  This  d i f ference wi l l  be invest igated
fur ther  th is  cominc l  summer-

t F h a  n o r m . . . raa" " ; .  se t t lement  p roposa l  a rgues  tha t  sur face
areas  o f  roads  are  exempt  f rom any  revegeta t . ion  s tandards .  Whi le
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  t r u e ,  o o  r o a d s  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  U M C  7 0 0 . 5
D e f i n i t . i o n s ,  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t u r b e d  a r e a .  T h e  d e c l a r e d
postmin ing  land use fo r  the  mine  s i te  i s  w i ld l i fe  hab i ta t  and
l- ivestock grazing (page '7 of the PAP) .  The permj_t.  def ines the
r o a d  t o  b e  u s e d  " f o r  l i v e s t . o c k  t r a i l i n g "  ( p a g e  2 4 - c )  a n d  " L o  a i d
in  ach ievement  o f  the  pos tmin ing  land uses"  (page 7-b)  .  The




