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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING
Reclamation and Enforcement

i Brocks Towers
: ST 1020-15th Street
DENVER, COLORADO 80202

APRIL 18, 1980

[BECE

MR. RON DANIELS APR 21 1980
COORDINATOR OF MINED LAND DEVELOPMENT

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES .. '
1588 NORTH WEST TEMPLE ) - DIVISION OF
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84116 OIL, GAS & MINING

Dear MR. DANIELS:

Enclosed please find copies of on-site inspection reports. The inspections
were conducted within TRATL MOUNTAIN MINE during the period
of FEBRUARY 22, 1980.

If you have any questions or problems, please contact this office.

Sincerely,

(Y M
EMurray;. Smith

Chief, Division of Inspection & Enforcement
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REGION V ON-SITE INSPECTION REPORT

TRAIL MOUNTAIN COAL COMPANY
TRAIL MOUNTAIN MINE
Orangeville, Utah
(801) 748~2140

DATE: February 22, 1980

TIME: 12:30 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.
WEATHER: Clear, warm, snowcover

COUNTY & STATE: Emery County, Utah

COMPANY OFFICIAL: Tom Rice

STATE OFFICIALS: Mike Thompson and Joe Helfrich
OSM OFFICIAL: Larry Damrau

STATE PERMIT NO: - ACT/015/009

MSHA I.D. NUMBER: 42-01211

FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT

ACTION: NOV #79-5-5-3, NOV #80-5-3-2
STATE ENFORCEMENT

ACTION: Notice of Violation, Letter dated February 22, 1979

GENERAL COMMENTS

OSM enforcement action was taken against Trail Mountain Coal Company in the

form of NOV #80-5-3-2. During an inspection of mining activity (not associated
with Trail Mountain Coal Company) immediately east of Cottonwood Canyon public
road, it was observed that excessive amounts of water were entering onto the
county road from the Trail Mountain Coal Company permit area. Channeling, which
has been constructed west of Cottonwood.Creek within the Trail Mountain Coal
Company permit area to control surface water runoff, had not been maintained.
Surface water from affected areas north and west of the northern access to the
permit area was draining onto the county road at approximately ten gallons per
minute, flowing southward along the road for approximately one quarter mile, and
discharging directly into Cottonwood Creek.

Mr. Tom Rice, Mine Manager, when informed of the situation by Mike Thompson, took
immediate actions to reconstruct the drainage channel, and had the work completed
within one-half hour. However, restricted portions of the mining operation were
still contributing surface drainage (due to snowmelt) onto the public road and off
the permit. The areas included portions of the affected area west of the drainage
control points to the permit area. The total area of uncontrolled runoff involved
was approximately 5,000 square feet (approximately 0.1 acre). This area was spec-
ifically noted in the State Notice of Violation letter dated February 22, 1979, as
needing "better drainage control” (page two MC-717.17(c)).

As of March 5, 1980, the State has taken no enforcement actions concerning the
above referenced matter.
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LARRY IAMRAU

RECLAMATION SPECIALIST
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